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TO THE RIGHT 
Honourable the Lord Maior, of the ho- 
rable Citie of Lauder: Ahdto the Right 
 worſhipfull the Aldermen his 
brethren, 


=o, Am notignorant(Right Hono- 
d al rable and Right worlbiphl SE- 
? p \ ntators ) of the cuſtome of this 


do vietodedicate theirlabors to 
fome woorthie perſon, vider 


omen they miphtpaſſe with more 
faferie m——— nawing enuie : ſo 
ipht d 


chat many timesa light diſcourſeisgrac't with 
a iudiciall cenfor : I was imboldned therefore 
ro obſerue the ſame decorum, and that chiefly 
becauſe know true Yertue louerh-whatſoeuer 


is like it ſelfebeirneuer ſofirtle, and accepterh 


whatis zealoully offered, though not alwayes 


deſcruingly excellent, whe baſe deiected minds . 
want wiſedome& experience todire&tthepu- 
| A 3 ritic 


20S age, that fuch as write Bookes. 


The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 


ritic of iudgement. And although haue ſcatte- 
red here and there ſomeiarring notes and harſh 
conſonants,vntunableto a modeſt eare: yetthe 
vglines of vice made meſtriueto paint out her 
Tanus-faceto the eye of the world. Alexander re- 
fuſed nota cup £ colde water atthe hands of a 
ſilly begger,the poore widows myte was more 
accepted then the abundance of the Scribes and 
Phariſes, for ſhe offered all that ſhe had, they of 
their ſuperfluitie:lo anoble mind doth alwaies 
patronizea poore gift as willingly , as it is de- 
uoutly dedicated.If therfore your bounties wil 
deigne to giue free admittance to this homely 
worke, I ſhall be prouoked not to ende with 
this my rude beginning, but ſtrive to ſhewe 
ſome greater monument of my loue heereaf- 
ter. And thus leauing to trouble your wile- 
domes with tedious circumſtance, I commit 
youtothe bleſſing of the Almightic, and my 


ſelfe to your fauourable cenl(ures. 


Your Honors and worſhips moſt 
dutifull to commaund. 


Flemy Croſſe. 
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To the curteous Reader. 


&] Hen I had bronght this poore labour of a 
fl fewe idle houres to a full period ( gentle 
d | Reader) 1 was purpoſed to hane ſent it to 
the world like an Grphine, without a fa» 
Sol ther( being ſo untimely borne )yet conſide- 
Vp ring it was not altogether wvuprofitable for 

ths laſt aze,wherin R_ doth ſo much 
abound,and ſo much the "; er,beine ſo inſtant , vreed ther. 
wnto by ſuch as hane ax abſolute intreft in me & my labours, 
I was content to ſend it to the Preſſe ,andca ſt my ſelfe upon the 
generall cenſure. muſt confeſſe it ts very vnſcholler-like hand- 
led , being hudledwpin haſte without the rule of order, wan- 
ting time Decies caſtigari ad vnguem, to corret# againe 
and againe : and therefore Iwas almo# diſſmaded from this 
deſperate attempt , and that chiefly becauſe reproofe is growne 
ſo headitrong, as ſhe itn buckle with Vertuc: yet in this hope 


TIrefted,that ale Motus Tp whole broode of Syco-. * 


mw, te anal 76k Dk Meir vs and ſpitefull 
tongues, yer it be not in my power jo ſtop ; theipmouthes,yet 
it is in my owne haud; to ſtop my owne eares, & let them barke 
at the Moone , with the Wa of Alliria : yet if thou wilt di- 
ſtinith read ch not r Jhas ſoul! fad; matter worth 
hentine Heres Ver heway to honor: Vice and 
Jenorance exanlted with vaine- glory. :Learning and zo0d lit- 
trature wrapped in with poxertie: Machauile writing bookes 
arainft honefic: Idleneſſe,drunkennes,& the groſſe errors of 


abeſe: 


To the curteous Reader, 
theſe dayes, earneitly reprehenaed. But if thou doo?t patiently 
bearenith my rudeneſſe , it will animate a groſſe couceit taſet 
pon ſome thing that may fhewe a further teflimonic of my 
 eratefullmind toward thee hereafter. In the meane time let 
this my firit labour be one little Hep whereby 1 may aſcendin- 
40 thy good opinion, and that that « weake andinauthenticke, 
corrett with thy pen,or gently paſſe it ouerſo ſhalt thou recom. 
pence my trauell, and binde me torequite thy fauour. But if 
thes. art ſo auſpicious, as with narrow critticke eyes to laoke 4 
[qvint at enery thing, thou wilt diſmay a young beginner, and 
turze my Alpha, into Omega, 
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mon-wealth : or the high-way to honour. 


Cc 


| He fame eternized T «lf, in his booke 
es 3) of duties ſerteth downe, that the tea- 

| is sf Ching ofany doctrine, whichis tobe 
| | taken in hand indueforme, the cxor- 


@ dium muſt begin with a definiti6,that 


| We? thelife of the ſubieRt whereof the diſl- 
*M ' courſe doth run,may the better be vn- 
. derſtood. Yertze, is an eleted habit,or aſetled qualitie, 
| c6ſiſting in a meane,8&that meaneſtandethinthe midſt |. 
_ oftwo extreams,the more, & the lefſe,and this that ſome geq, * 
laudableacion,which by no other name can be termed 

but by the onely title of Yertze. Vice is oppoſite to Yer« 

t#e,a habitof the minde annexed to nature,not ſtriving 

with reaſon, an inconftant deſire in the wholelite : res 

bclling againſt honeſtic : which two affeQions, growe 

vp toa habitby degrees, through vic and exerciſe, cho. Vicedcined 
ſen by the rationall partes, and when by cuſtome the 
, will is ſetled in the courſe of cither, the whole diſpoſi- 
| onis carried to good orbad. 

| The Stoikes, call Vice and Fertue, Animalia, li- Exviro, di- 
| uing creatures, becauſe by thema man is diſcerned, for c#-r virtme, 
inreſpe& of Fertwe, a man is ſaid to beaman, which is 


the Erymologie ofthe word,and in reſpeR of Yice,tobea 
Oy beaſt, 


Ala 


The Chrifti- 
211 Vcrtye, 


Vertues Common-wealth, 


Leaſt, becauſe he wanteth thoſe faculties, and demen- 
ſions,onely proper toa vertuous and good man, 

Yertue, is. diuided into two parts, the Intelleftiue,and 
the cHorrall, the former is begotten and nouriſhed by 

aod tutors,reading good Bookes, and exerciſe, from 
this loweth: wiſedome, ſcience, prudence, memorie. 
Thelatter commeth by cuſtomeand vſe, for theſe two 
are lo forcible, as by ita man may gethim aſecond na. 
ture, and this worketh this thing called 42s, in the 
extreame parts, and-is the motherof Liberalitic, Forti= 
tude, and of all good manners. 

The diuine effence of the ſoule,beholdeth nothing 
with contentment, but the perfect 1dea of Yertue, be- 
ing ſo pureand excellent, as ſhe onely aymethar per. 
fect happineſle, if the corruption and diſobedience of 
the body,did not contaminate & defile her. And there- 
fore the Philoſophers ſay,wheſheisinthe company of 


good men ſhe poſleſſeth ioy, but among euill, is cuer-. 
more in heauineſle : for the ſoule is occupied in hea«- 
uenly contemplation,and delighted to know her Crea-- 


tor, his omnipotent maicftie and power, the workes of 
nature : but being impriſoned followes the bodics in- 
clination,and by that meanes is kept backe from the ha. 
uen wherevnto it would moſt willingly arrine. Butac- 
cording to a Chriſtian expoſition, the verie facultics of 
the ſoule, are ſo eſſentially defiled with Adams tran. 
oreſſions, that it hath no power to thinke one good 
thought,or begetan acceptable motion, before it be re+ 
generated and borneanew, for Chriſtian Yertue ſtan= 
deth in Faith, Hope, and Charitie, not faſhioned ac- 
cording to Philo ſophie, but to haue himthe Author, 
which is both truth and righteouſneſle, 

We. 
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Fertues Common-wealth. 


We muſt notreſt then vpon the morrall vertue,and 
make that the chicte good, which are but ſteppes to 
clyme vp therevato, asthe wiſe Heathen taught - for 
all theyr dodrine, was but to faſhion the outward 
man to ciuill obedience, making that the end which 
are but motiues tothe end. Forit isnotall one, tobea 
morrall wiſe man,and a good Chriſtian,a great profici- 
entin humane Sciences, and a great Clarke in divine 
miſteries, hecre.is a maine difference,let no man repoſe 
himſelfe, vpon ſuch a ſandie and ſhallow foundarion, if 
he will ſtand ſure : but build on Chriſt the Rocke, the 
bright ſtarre of the immorrall maicſtie, on him to caſt 
Archor, purifie the inward parts, and digge vp that 
dinghill of filthinefſe, deriued from originall corrup- 
tion. Mans happineſle ſtandeth not in pleaſures, ho- 
nour, norin the goods of Fortune : but onely in thoſe 
holy Vertues which proceed from a pure heart. This is 
the plaine pathway to ſancitie,and immortallitic, Vice 
ſincking downeto hell, the one, with Eagle-winges 
mounts vpto heauen, the other, clogges the ſoule with 
lead} thoughts, benumming her dexteritie, forſo high 
a flight. | 

But to proſecute my intent, which isto handle the 
morrall Vertues, and lay open the parts of humanitie, it 
wil not beamiſſeto touch by the way, the foure chiefe 
and principall Vertues,called cardinall Vertues, as Prw. 
dence Iuſtice, Fortitude,and Temperance,which are diſtin- 
guiſhed one from the other by their ſeuerall properties, 
all conioynein one,and makea vnion: Forthough Yer- 
tuebeſubſiſting in one ſingle being, yet becauſe of di- 
uers workes, ſhe is deuidable, and albeit many ſprigges 


groweout of theſe foure braunches, yetis ſhee called 
B 2 FVertue 


Vertues (ommon-wealth, 


Yerive inthe {ingilar number. 
Prudence, 1s a certaine brightneſſe ſhining in the 
Prudence. minde,by which thelightoftruth is deſcried,foreſeeing 
whatis fitto be done,atrue affection, labouring by rea- 
ſon to finde out the quallitie, and to iudge whats iuſt, 
fie, honeſt, profitable,cquall,and good, not onely adui- 
ſedly looking tothe firſt motiue cauſe : but alſotothe 
conſequentand finall endes,by this the preſentfelicitie, 
and infelicitic of this life, is ſweetly tempered, andall 
things ordered in comelineſle. 

Whoſocuer raſhly ſetteth vpon his buſineſle with» 
out her, ruſheth vpon therockes of errour, and by his 
owne headie opinion commeth ſoone to ruine :. be. 
cauſe it is impoſſible to effet anything well, vnlefle he 
be guided by her light, neither can hee be able to dif- 
cerne good from euill, things profitable, from thinges 
preiudiciall : butasablinde man doth venterouſly tra. 
uaile withouta guide, andateuery ſtep readie to ſtum- 
ble : ſo heethatis ignorant in plotting his affaires, wa- 
deth in darkeneſſe, wherein cuery ftorme oftriall doth 
oucrturne his pollicie. 

A prudent man, is ſo cautelous and vigillant,as wel 
in the conſideration of fore-paſſed daungers, as in pre- 
iudicating perills to come, that he meeteth with eneric 
miſchiefe, and is not ouertaken, with #oz putan;, had 
[ wiſt, for hauing ſet hisreſt on a firme ground,doth not © 
doubt butexpect,notrepetinthe end,but reioiceinthe 
wholeaction : ſothatſheregardeth things paſt, preſent, 
and to come, and bendeth her force to that part thatis 
needfull,to defend the weakeneſſe of reaſon, and when 
thenath drawneout the plot, which honefſtie doth re- 
quire,commitreth itto Sapience,whchas ahand-maide, 
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isreadie to execute that in the outward worke , which 

before-was determined. The main difference betweene 

theſe two, is, theformerisa generall comprehending 

and knowledge of things; the other an experience of 

that in ation. Foras by reaſoning,reading,and conuer- 

s ſing with wiſe men,a man may vnderſtand much : yet 
without practiſe all is nothing. Before a Phiſttion doth 
miniſter to his Patient , heſearcheth intothe natureof 
the diſeaſe, and acquaints himſelfe with the ſtate of 
the body, which hauing once found out, itisto no end 
if heapply not himſelfe in outward meanes, to benefite 
the ſicke perſon with his potion:Soitthere bebutade- . . | 
fuſed knowledge of things, andas-it were ſuch a collec- wibil eff ni 
tion,asbyit the vnderſtandingisbettered, and no outs ,, /;;,. hoc 
ward demonſtration, it is as treaſure hid inthe earth /c;ac ater. 
and ſerues for no vſe : for there be markestoknowe a 
prudent man by, if hee be vniuſtly vexed, troubled, Enzw. 
or in pouertie., fickneſſe, and toffed too and fro in 
miſeric, if hereioycein theſeaffliions, and patiently N** 23 
beare the croſle, theſameisa prudent man, and his ſut- 
fring maketh ita meane to him: butwhena man is cha- 
ftiſed either in body or goods , and will not ſuffer 
without griefeand muttering, the ſame isa vitious and 
imprudent man, Tobe briefe,ſhe is the right diſpoſer 
ofall things, an enemie to ignorance, the key of know- 
ledge, which openeth the rich treaſure of diuineand 
humane things; doing nothing but that which is right, 
iuſt,and praiſe-worthy, 

Taſtice,isa vertue that giueth to cucryman his owne, , ,._. 
the firſtand principall part whereof is,andeuer was, to 
doo God that honour which is dueto his divine maie- 

| ſie,conliſting in feare,loue, 6& — for as _ 
| 3 wi 


Fortitude. 
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Vertues ( ommon-wealth: 


wall equally render to euery man his owne,8& bring dil- 
cording things to an equalitie,by conſidering the diffe. 
rence betweene them: ſo much more and moſt of all, 
itis moſt iuſt, to Joue God, of whom wee haue all that 
we haue , and being periſhed by originall corruption, 
were cftſoones recouered, by thei ufferin os of his ſon : 
this partof Iuſtice, oughtto be imbraced with other af- 
teto than the Heathen, who wandring in the darknes 
of ignorance,know not Godas he is. A iuſt man couc- 
teth not that thatisan others, but rather negleQeth his 
owne for the good of the Common-wealth,nor with a 
greedic humor, doth incroachypon his neighbors pol. 
icſhon, Without Iuſtice,no eſtate can ſubſiſt;for all ver 
tuesare comprehendedunderthename of Tuſtice , of 
which a man is ſaid to beagood man , forall the other 
vcrtues cannot makea man good , if Iuſtice be abſent, 
Tully calleth her the Lady & Queen of all other vertues; 
by heristheſocictic of man preſcrued,the moſt excellet 


bleſſing thateuer God gaueto man was,to begouerned - 


by Iuſtice, which bridleth the hotfury of the wicked, 
comforteth the innocent, 8 equally decideth between 
Menm,&Tua, And he thatis exerciſed herein, his mind 
is lifted vpto theapprehenſion of greater wiſdome.For 
howlſocuerthe world is troubled with hurly burly, yct 
thequietneſle of his minde is no whit diſtrated,but re- 
ſting inſecuritic,ſmileth at the worlds turbulent ſtate, 
Finally itisa bloud inthe vain, giving lifero the whole 
body,the head of all vertues:for ofher ſelfe ſhe may do 
m_ things, but without herthe reſt candoonothing 
rightly. | 

"Fortitude is a greatneſſe of mind, which withoutfu- 
rious or raſh reſolution,feareth notto hazard it ſelfe - 
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* thegreateſt perils,and with eager purſaite to hunt after 
honourableaQions,thirſtingafterglory, notreſpeRting 
the tedious difficultie ofthe paſlages therevnto , toen- 
counter wiih dangers, wadethroughthe myſtic clouds 

, ef darknes, & willingly.endureall bitternes of fortune, 

| for the ſafegard of the country, ſuch were Scipiones, Fa- 

| by, Alcibiades, Hannibal,&c,who by their valour & great 

prowes, reached tothe top of honour. Neither is true 
Fortitude meaſured by the compaſle of a-great body, 
nor by dooing great enterpriſes , in; reſpe:of the 
huge ſtature, but by a fierceand couragtous ſpirit, ſtri- ,, 
uing1in a good cauſe,the cauſe is all, itisnot thetorment br or ag 

X that maketh a Martyr, but the cauſe for which he ſuffe- Mayr, 

reth. So that to ſpeake properly, Fortitude is that which 
3s granted yyou good caule,& poſſible to beatchicned, 
ſuch true valour was in Dauid, who could not abide to- 
hearethe name of God blaſphemed by ſuch a monſter 
as Gotiah,& therefore knowing God would aide his en. 
terpriſe, he relyed not vpon his owneſtrength, but caſt 

- | offall vaine glory, for when matters are rightly attemp- 

| ted, many ſtraungeaduentures proceed,euen as it were 

by myracle : aiuſt & honeſt cauſe maketh a man bolde, 

hatdie, and venterous, to {triuc againſt one of oonee 
force; as King A/xander, being of imall body, fought 
hand to hand with Porrws, which wasa more mightic 
man: it is not then any great perſon or huge Colloſle, 
that cantriumph ouera good cauſe. 

The Romaine Scipio was wont toſay,no man ought 
to leuie war,or fight with hisenemie without juſt cauſe 
offred: butifhee were prouoked by an iniuſt intruſton, 
it booteth not to tarrytilthey come, butinterceptthEiu 
comming, for ſuch cauſe giueth encouragementto ſer: 


vpon them freely. | As- 
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As when our common enemies in 88. with their Spa- 
niſh braues meant to haue inuadedour Territories,and 
camearmed with inſtruments of tirannie to inſult ouer 
our natis, and to bring our necks into a Spaniſh yoake, 
it pleaſed God toabate theirpride, and turnetheir cru- 
eltiesintotheir owne boſomes. Heere was cauſe to 
make a coward valiant , and the fearefull forward to 


_ fight, becauſe he was compelled to take vp weapons for 


God gaue the 
yiAorice 


his owne ſafetie;and hethat will not defend himtfelte, is 
not worthy to liue in peace, eſpecially when his wite, 
children, father,mother,brothers,fiſters, yea the whole 
Countrey is in daungerro be torneand rent in peeces 
by ſcauage and mercileſſe tyrants, When it is ſor a com- 
mon defence,is not hea wretch that will fit ſtilland ſee 
his mothers throate cut ? What if he dye in the con- 
flit? were henot betterto dye honourably like a Mar- 
tyrand ſouldicr of Chriſt,then liue to ſeethe ruine and 
deſolation of his whole Countrey? whereforeno man 
ought to ſtaggerorfaintata good cauſe , but bee the 
moreimboldened, becauſe it giueth good encourage- 
ment, We may call to mind, and we cannot remember 
it too often,the ouerthrowe they then had, notſimply 
in reſpect of our owne proweſlſe, but by the affiſtance of 
ahigher power, webeing but a poore handfullto their 
great multitude; they came like Briarius, threatning the 
heauens, and caſting mountaines at Iepiter , yet theyr 
olorious tytle of inutncible was confounded, to theyr 
ſhame,and our glory:this wemay thinke vpon with re- 
uerence , but aſcribethe honour ofthe victorieto him 
by whoſe meanes it was wrought, If warre be leuied 
without cauſe, orifone man ſhalt be ſo foole-hardie to 
attempt things impoſſible,and preſume on his ſtrength 

to 


_ toſurpriſea man, &ſoone moued IE with- 


Vertues ( ommon-wealth, ' 


to aſſaile a greatmany, -beyond hope to vanquith, it is 
no maruaile,if the ſucceſſefall out againſt his deſire, for 
Ne Herculus contra duos. For Herciles himſelte held it 
oddes to deale with two : but when forthe common 
good of the Countrey (as I faid before) atiy man ſhall 
vndertake ſome hard aduenture to free it'of ſome-im- 
minent perill (if ſentby imperiall commaund) though 
helooſe his life in the ation, yet forthat hee is induced 
with true Fortitude , doth winne immortalitie+ as the 
three Romans calledDecy,who for the ſafegard of their 
Countrey auowed to dye, and with reſolute and vn« 
daunted courages, pierced the hoſt of their enemies, 
and though they loſttheir liues,” yetby theirſtout ex- 
ample gaue ſuch audacitie and courdge to the reſt of 
the Romaines by prouoking them forward, as they ca- 
fily obtained the viRorie, which was thougheto be vn- 
conquerable.I might ſpeakethe like of Codras, Marcari- 
us, Cartins, Marcus, arid Regulus, which dyed moſt wil. 
lingly fortheir Countrey.I mightrecite here alſo a Ca- 


 talogueof thoſe valorous Engliſh Knights , that haue 


honaurably yeelded vp their liues in the field of Mars, 
for their Princeand Countrey : but that I intend not 
how tomakean Apologie of this Yertue, but referre it 
toa Treatiſe of [uflice , Which I ſuppoſe ſhall ſucceed 
this worke , eſpecially vpon the improuement of this, 
God giuing mee time and quietneſſeof minde topet- 
forme that, | _ 

This manlinefſeis a Vertue thatfighteth in defence 
of cquiticand iuſt dealing: but we neuer findethat any 
man got true praiſe and honour by raſh furie , for no- 
thingis honeſt thatis voydof Tuſtice. Hethatis haſtie 
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out iuft cauſe cauſe doth rather merit thename of leaud 
boldnefle , then manly courage , becauſe this Vertue 
ſtandeth.in honeſtdeeds,andnotinvaineglory,and be. 
ing truly carried, ferueth as a hammes to bearte downe 
thoſe Vices.,, that oppoſe themſclues to the beautie of 
Yertue, which chiefly doth appeare, when preferment 
doth lifta manaloft,by imbracing humilitie, and over 
comming pride, which ſoonecreepes vpon the aduan« 
ced: arit.toffed inaduerſitic he be vigorous, and beare 
an invincible courage, to combat againſtthe paſſion of 
the minde, which is ready baſely to decline: for what- 
ſocuer falleth out-crookedly , 1s turned to the better 
part,ſhe inablethito vndergoe damage, to beare injuric, 
ro be patient,and nottoſtirre, butfor a comman good, 
or his priuate defence,when a violent intruſion is made 
ynto his perſon, | NED 
Many hidethemſclues vnderthe wings of this Yer- 
z#e,that never ſceke toapprehendheraright,and would 
True v2tour ſeeme valorousand magnanimous, whentheyare bur 
n vaine qua-, White liuerd cowards and miſcreants : asmany of theſe 
zeilang, brawlers and ſwaſhbucklers, whoſe hotbloud once ftir- 
red, cannot be cooled withoutretengeand field-mec- 
tings, which for cuery light cauſe they vndertake, and 
ſo violently ſwaid with fury, that they ruſh forward in- 
to all deſperation , without renerence of the lawes of 
God, the law of nature, loue,charitic,& which isaboue 
all, care of their owne ſaluation, do arrogant to them. 
felues glory, by defacing:and ſpoyling the Image of 
their Creator. The ſonnes of Cain thus mailſtred with 
wrathful furie, murder and diſmemberthewbretheren, 
and as catiuesandſlaues , bend the will toſuch'iinhu= 
mane crueltie, and fo become branded to cuerlaſting 
deſtruQion, . 
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deſtruttion. Now ifall Yerz#edoth confiftm obeying 

God, keeping his ſawes, maiſtring wicked anger, and 

holding concord , how can thatbepraiſed which isa- 
gainſtſuch a bleſſed aſſembly of vertues;or how-thirke 

they,that thatoffence can be remitted, which isabhor- 
red,detefted,6: fo exprelly prohibited.intheſixt Com- 
maundement? menought to liuc in Chriſtian amitie, 
andleaucallreuengetohim, who faith, Vengeance is 
mine,andI will repay it. The poore Cinick, whenone 

had hithim onthe care,I thought (quoth he)I had left The patience 
one place vncouered. | = off Heathens 

| Socrates being tolde one ſpake many railingand euil' ==> 

words ofhim, was no whit moued thereat : andbeing 

asked why he would beare ſo great indignitie, anſwe- 

red, if heſpaketruth, I haue no cauſeto begricued, be. 

ing iuſtly blamed, if falſe,I have lefſe cauſe to be angry, 

becauſe that which hee ſpake. pertained not to mee. 

O that men would learne patience ! and not fo of- 

ten fight and murder one an other , for verball and 
idlequarells : fornowifoneamongſta hundredbe pa- 

tient, quict, will carrie coales,, and meckely ſuffer re» 

buke, heis noted of cowardize, and deuoyd of manly 

iz 2] 

py Now laſtly followeth Temperance,as a ſadand fo. | 
ber Matron, aprouidentguide and wiſe Nurſe, awai- Teaperance 
ting that kcal hauc no preheminence in 

the ſoule of man;the moſt glorious Vertue in any kinde 

of eſtate,ſheordereth the affetions with' continencic, 
anenemietoluſt, anda mediocritic in the pleaſures 

of the body , whoſe office is to couet nothing: that 

may bee repented 'of _—_— , hor to —_— 

2 


This little 
micr-ce'mic 
is vpheld by 
Temperance. 
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the boundesof modeſtic,but tokeepe deſire vnder the 
yoake ofreaſon. Qfrhe lyneaments of her perteQion, 
the whole world doth ſubſiftand abide, cucn+trom the 
loweſttothehigheſt, without whom our luſts would 
ouerthrowe our vnderſtanding , and the body rebell 
againſt all good order, andthe habit of reafun wholy 
ſuppreſſed : for ſhee tempereth and keepeth in frame 
the whole bady of man, without whoſeatde many ecne- 
mics would creepe in, and infect our beſt parts, and vt- 
terly ruinate and caſt downe the bulwarke of reaſon, 
and walles of vnderſtanding : but hee that doth facri«. 
fice hisendeuoursto ſo diuine an effcence , (wimmeth 
ſafe betweene two Riuers deuoyd of daunger, ' Ex- 


treames 2re cuer hurtfull, for ifaman cate too muchor 


too little, doth it not hurt the body ? ſo is it of too im« 
moderatelabour, or too much idlenefle, of too much 
boldnefſe;and too much cowardnefle : theſe extremi- 
tiesare vicious and cuill , but the meane dothtemper 
them both, : 


No manis wiſe, happy,orany thing worth,if Tem-. 


peranceſquare notoutthe courſe of his life. And here- 
in the benefice of olde,age. is to bee honoured , for 
that it hath this preheminence ouer youth, time hath 
weakened theyr affefions, abated their courage, and 


_ ſhayed the intemperate blaſtes: of vnbrideled libertie, 


and by long experience haue gottea morelarge portis 
thenthey, whoſe affections being.ſtrong,and difcretion 
weake , ſet themſclucs: againft rhis. Fertue', eclipſe 


her brightneſfe wich the fogges of ignozxance, And 
for this cauſe haue wiſe men fo ioyſully embraced ofde- 
age , whichTalho highly applaudes in hisbooke De 


Senedtute.. 
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This is guided by Pradence, which-doth gouerne the 
life of man with ſuch reaſon, as ſhee is euer carefull for 
' the welfare of the body,by curbingthoſe paſſions ofthe 
mind, which are vehementand vnruly: by her the mind 
is made capable of honeſt actions, and beautifull de- 
meanours,andlike a prouident gouerneſle, ruleth ouer 
concupiſcence &flouds of luſts, which would elſe fur» 
round thepuriticoftheminde. A potionto purgethe 
ſoule, an Antidoteagainſtpride, anda valianttryum- 
pher ouer flaming deſires, notlike Az, too hotte, or 
Caucaſſus too colde : but is content betweene both,and 
reioyceth in it. - 
j | Ifthe bodie benotdieted with moderation, it will 
| prouea ſtubborne ſeruantto the ſoule,vnfruitfull, firfor 
nothing but thorny cogitations,the greateſt enemies to 
the ſpirituall powers that can be, for the fleſh pampered 
in delicares, or kept ſhort ofhernaturall needments, is 
effeminated, corrupted, and weakened, and many diſs 
eaſes be gotten, which ateall ſtaid by a meane and tem. 
peratedyetand the boylingtuſts of the bodie aſlwaged. 
Thus farre of theſe Yertnes : more might beadded, 
if I meantto intreat of them at large : bur this briefe re- 
capitulation, may ſerueas an introduQtion, to our-fol- 
lowing diſcourſe. Omni virtne, vna virtue abſolute, All 
Vertues, are but oneſimple ere, being chainedand 74: 
linked ſo neer together,as one cannot be ſundred from 
the other, without diſparagement of the whole. For- 
tude is a noble Fertxe, butif deſtitute of Inſtice , ſhee is 
hurtfall to the good, if Temporance keepe not her vnder 
ſhe will turne into rage, and if Prudence beabſent, they 
allfallintoerror. There is a mutuall league,a proximtie, 
andncarcacquaintance, which doth conglutinateand 
C. 3: joyne 
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joyncthemallinone, one muſt haue relation toan 0- 
ther, and follow by degrees, Pictie, Truth, and Tem. 
perance, muſt march before Fortitude, Ina word, Yertue 
15 no other but 7 itinm fugere : hating Vice, andloathing 
cuil, and we better knowe herby her contrary, then 
by her ſelfe, which doth make the imagination geſle 
at Yertxeafarre off : ſo that knowing Vice, is agood 
rounde of Yert#e, whereby the inwarde powers ate 
belde in, with vnſpotted fimplicitie, farre more better 
then ſuch as cunningly ſecke to knowe what Yereee is, 
then willingly betake themſclues to follow it in theyr 
life, ſo thatknowledge isnot enough alone, vnleſle ir 
be praiſed by outward aQion : for it is betterta doo 
wiſely, then wiſely to deuiſe. ; TELE IS 
Sothatingenerall, Yertwerightly carried, compre-. 
hendeth whatſoeuer, is conducing and ſcading to a 
ood and holy life, and hee that once hath taſted the 
| Hades” of one, is drawne with much defireto an 
other; one good thing begettethan other, and taking 
once adeepe impreſſion, his eſtate is thereby preſer- 
ued incorruptible without chaunge : whereas ita man 
taketh holde on externall goods, and leane to the 
mutabilitic of Fortune, doth often ſtumble vpon ma- 


- ny daungerous Rockes, and fall into wretchedneſſe, 


Horatin, 


when Yertue will firmely vpholdea manin the midſt of 
all calamitie, 
Villius argentum eſt auro,virtatibus anrum. 

Silueris cheaperthen Gold,and Goldoflefſeprice 
then Yertue. Sheisof great mqment and moſt incſti- 
mablec value, althoughacarnalland grofſe minde,can- 
not equally deemethe price .of ſo rare a ITervell, for 
where ignorance doth couer-the minde, ſhe is _> 

| ec 
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ted and held of baſe eſteeme : as a fimple peaſant 
erampleth many wholſome hearbes vnderfoote, which 
a $kilfull herbaliſt would carcfully gather vp, & extra 
ſome rare quinteſlence out of theyr hidden ſecrets. 
Wilt thou build thy fafctie ypon a ſure foundation? 
then here is the rocke that no tempeſt can ſhake; here is 


a ſhelter todefendthee from. perils , a ſafegard to pre- 


ſeruethe puritie ofthe ſoule , from becing polluted by 
the concupifcenceofthe body , and though neuer ſo 
many ſtormes of aduerſitic and ſhewers of perſecution, 
beate vpon thee(being in this world as ina wilderneſſe 
of woes) yetſhrowdingthy ſelfe vnder the Cannapic 
of Yertze, thou ioyeſt in the middeſt of all forrow,, and 
thoughthe whole world beof an vprore, yet what is 
that to thee?.thou artno whit mouedthereat, for 4»j- 
10 caleitia tangs , thy afteRtions are mounted vp to 
heapenye thy mind aduancedaboue all carthly weak- 
nefſe. ob 

- "Tt is not onely.hard, but very difficillto finde out, 
which of the Vertues are moſt predominant , thatthe: 
viaory may be imputedto her,becauſe they areall knit 
13 one Gaglavaion fon the good of the ſoule. Foras one 
linke of;a chainedraweth an other, andan other after, 
tilitcometothelaſt, the Antecedent the Relatiue: ſo 
one Vertue isan Adamant that drawethan other Ver- 
tuevntoit, 

Andthoughſheetake vp: her lodging.in a crooked 
and deformed body (as ſheis euerreadie todwel where 
ſhee-firideth the heart yeeldable to honefticy yet pence»: 
trating withinward deſire, and-bringingthe ſtragling 
powers of the mindetoa yniformitie,doth makevpthe- 
want of nature, with. a.ſupply of grace, cauſing oo 

| c 
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ſhinelike Chriſtall, for when the life is laudably lead, 
there appeareth ſo greataglory, thatitis not onely ads 
mirabletothe eyesof man, by reaſon of formall carri. 
age inhumanitie : but alſo high plealing to God, -by 
the intelleuall goodneſle, Yertwe, is the ſpurre of 
Honour, It is not the aboundance of wealth and 
preat dignitic , that maketh a man truly noble : but the 
poſleflion of Yertze, which is true honour and auncient 
riches, and is not gotten by loytering Idlenefle, but 
with induſtrie and much labour, for Ardea virturs vis | 
et, Tis labours forcethat carrieth a man to Yereae,a hard 
entrance,a continuall perſeuerance,becauſe he muſt en- 
counter againſt his eliions , and ſtop the flouds of in- | 
temperance : forſuch high and admirable things can- 
not be had without effeuall indeuour, and by how 
muchthe more ſtraighterthe paſſage is therevnto;by ſo 
much the more carctull muſt hee be, leaſt itlip awa 
through arrogance or vaine-glory : for in Yerise, pride 
beginsto ſwell,or ſome Viceor othertocreep in,which 
ifnotbeatEbackatthe firſt, wil hazard the whole frame 
of Yertne, or becing maiſtred-by ſome ouer-weening 
thought, or ſingularly carriedaway with (elfeifoue, a | 
paſſion of the minde difquieting reafon , doth wholl | 
cſtraunge himſelfe from her Beatitude : foofing thoſe 
- complements which formerly he was poſſeſt of; | 


— —_— — 


Maior 10- Thereward of Yertue, is true generoſitic,and where | 

biltas. itisioyned with great poſſeſſions, and hath long conti- l 
nued inthe houſe of a Gentleman, without corruption | 
of bloud, thatnobiliticis moſt to þe honoured, Fraſe 


much as long continuance hath giuen it the badge of 
glorie. Plato, diuideth Nobilitic fourc waies, the firſt 
laith he, are thoſe thatriſe from good and iuft Pn 
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the ſecond thoſe whoſe parents were Princes, or great 
men z the third famouzed for martiallexployrs ; the 
fourth which excell inanykinde of learning , and for 
Fertues lake onely are ſeated in the place of honour, 


theſclatter are ver2xobiles, truly noble, madenoble by Vera nofs 


Verne, Y etifone ſhall ſtand ypon his riches,parentage, 
office, place, dignitic, and by theſe onely ſuppoſe to 
wintheplaceoftrue honour , heclimetha rotten lad- 
der : for whatisall this worlds pompe, or titulary pre- 
ferments,ifnotatchicued by Yertue?or what doth great 
birth auaile if hee debaſe itby his ill life? ora vertuous 
memorieof hisaunceſtors, it hee follow not their ex- 
ample 2 arethey notlike ſmoake and vapours , which 
vaniſh with the Sunne?cana man withoutoffence brag 
ofthe Vertues of hisauncients , if hisowne life be vitt= 
ous ? Forhath he not broken offthe ſucceſſion of YVer- 
te by wilfull detraQtion? wherefore what worldly glo- 
ry ſocuer is otherwiſe had, is filched, and her chaſtitic 
at no hand will beedefiled with ſuch baſtardly plants, 
Prayſes and commendations waite euer on Yerive, 
Andtherefore Tullin his T»ſcul: queſtions , defineth 


honour to be a vanion of praiſes of men , which 
iudge of Yertae without partialitic, and notby the opi- 


nion ofthe multitude , which looke more to a veluct 
Iacket, the outward brauerie, then tothe minde how it 
is qualified: ſo that thenoblenefſe of manis his vertue, 
and they eught to be called noble & honorable, which 
are moſt honeſtand vertuous, 

IfI ſhould enter into the wonderfulaccount which 
the Heathen made of Yerive, I mightſhewe how Nume 
Porpilins, was taken from the plough, and<choſen the 
ſecond King of the Romanes, —_— think 

Ls yee? 


Qnaar fa- 


rianebifitass 
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yee? but his Vertue and wiſedome ; for which they 
thought him worthy of fo high a calling ; this they 
reckened truc. nobilitie :.likewife Quintizs , a poore 
Husbandman , was made DiQtator., which was a great 
office, and forthree moneths had a Regall power, and 
when he had ended his office ,. went againetohiselde 
labour withoutindignitie tohis perſon, or derogating 
ought from his worthifcſle,ofthis high eſtimation was 
Vertweamong them, FENTE® 

Hethat is nobly. borne, .and deſcended ofan aun- 
tient houſe, ſhould bearein his mind the remembrance 
of his birth,and frame himſclfe to imitate his parents in 
Vertye,.as well asheelookethtapoſſeſle their.inheri- 
tance,and toyningtheſe twoin one, istruly noble : for 
if his auntients were more noblethen he, whoſedigni- 
tiche enioyecth, hispraiſeis diminiſhed}, and becom- 
metha bye-word and: a.reproach , among-theny that 
hauc heard ofthe fortner Vertus;,or ff they were vici= 
ous and of cuill life, then.co atoyd theſcandal in him- 
lelfe, to abhorre thelike, and couetto liucin Yertee : 
io ſhall he purchaſetrae honour to hisriches, and wor- 
thily bedeemed toentoytheinheritance. And there is 
great reaſonto induce him thereynto::for of ſuch 20ne 
thereisa generall expeRation.of ſome notable Vertne; 
the eyes of all menare bent vpon himason aCommet 
or blazing ftarre, prying narrowly into. him how hee li- 
neth,what he doth,towharfciencehebeEdeth his mind; 
and what good hee dothintheCommon-wealth, for 
which heis borne, andas if hispriuateaQions ſhould 
beapenly done,no: one word ardeed of his can eſcape 
the common cenſure, Itis the more behouetull, then to 
apply the mingdto laudableaQions,&todogood _ 
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lace where heis,forſo muchas he may appropriate to 
imſelfe a good report for well doing, & by that mcans 
participate the heartie prayers, and many good wiſhes 
of the common pcople;gainerheirloue,and induceths 
with more facilitie, by his good example, to trace in the 
wholſome path that leadeth to the houſe of honour. 
Likewiſe the vnknowne , the iffue ofa baſe ſtocke, 
obſcurely broughtvp,if he wil be aduanced tothe type 
of honour, muſtaddithimſelfe to #errze, which will 
beſo much the moregloriousat thelaſt, by how much 
more obuious his eſtate was at firſt. And this Iſup- 


they ſhall not onely beeadmiredby thepraiſes 
ofthegood;which arethebad es and {imballes of YVer- 
xe, butalſoacquire perperuall fame and renowme, as 
the ſurname thereof, , What ſhould I ſay ? Yertze is a 
pearelefſe and precious Tewell,, ſo rare and excellent, 


ſſc;ſhould bea ſpurreor goadeto puſh them forward, 


The comme 


ditic of Vet- 


that-it can.ncither-bee ſufficiently commended, nor-wes is vn- 


worthily cſteemed : althumanethings doo faint, faile, 
finke downe,anddecay,when that onely will abide for 
euecr, an honour for youth, acrownetoage, a comfort 


i proſpcritie, a ſuccour in.aduerſitie , delightfull at 


home, notburthenfomeabrogad, 8&a pleaſant walking- 
mate to'accompany a man wherelocuer hee —_ 
What a diuine glory is heere that ſtriketh the be» 
holder in admiration, dazeleth his fight, and forceth 
the very abie to, reverence him in whom it dooth 
appcare,for ſhee. is ſo beautifull a Lady,asſhee maketh, 
many pazeat her.a farre off, that haue no power to 
come nigh her, butſtriketh into wondermentatherin= 


comparable maieſtie,are metamorphoſed, as it were by 


AMean{a. 
_ D 2 And 


ſpeakcable. 


Hor.lbb.1, 


World!ly he- 
nor 1s no true 
happineſſe, 


ie. 
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And howſocuer it is that manyare ſo blockiſhand 
ſenceleſſe, that they wander vp and downe like vaga« 
bounds and baſe peaſants,and make no account of Yer« 
tzeandhoneſtic : yetare they forced, will they , nill 
they,to flyeto her for ſuccourintimeof want, and hide 
their miſdeeds vnderhergoldenwings, And verily, 
no pretence or vaine ſhewe can preuaile againſt her, 
but thatſhe will haue the iuſt victory and triumph ouer 
thoſe that haue deſpiſed her, and whentthey arc onthe 
toppe ofthcir hatetull enuye, they ſhall wiſh her com. 
pany , and deſire to imbrace her , though it bee bur 
with- dull affetion , which the Poet well noteth, 
Virtutem incolumen odimus : ſublatam ex occulis querimus 
inuidi. When Yertuedoth offer her ſclfe , we denic her, 
but afterward ſecke hergreedily, 

If-thou therefore, ee thou art, docſt neg- 
le&:to follow her in time, thou ſhalt bee taught by 
rience, when it is too late , what itis tocaſtoff 
thy profered happineſſe , a faithfull teacher , but a 
ſeucre and ſharpe correQor : ſeeke her then while: 
ſhee may bee founde , and bee as readie to. cnter- 
taine her into fſeruice, as: ſhee is willing to ſerae;. 
poſſefle thy ſelfe of her., and ſhee will Regifterchy 
fame in her golden Booke , of neuer dying ho-- 
nour. 

It is not the riches of Creſſus , the tryumphes of- 
Ceſar , the conqueſts of phak.ark the great, or any - 
worldly pompe , can make a man truly happie', or- 
crowne him withtruei honour ,: bur onely Fertwe. 
For if wee value men by. outwarde profperitic,, wee - 
decciue our iudgement , and: ſwarue from"-equi. - 


- 
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Touching wealth, it is like poyſon in 2a golden 
evppe, and commonly where it aboundeth moſt, 
there Fert#e's {ct byleaſt , a laboriath wherein many 
arcloft , notonely ſubic@to chance, and infract for- 
tunc,butalſo to miſgouernment, pride, ambition, and 
many other vices, for good manners oftentimes is cor- 
rupted by ouer-regarding riches, and moderate diſpo= 
fitons turned intogreedie deſires ; graunt it lifts vpa 
mans eſtate, to make his delight ſubiero his will, in- 
decd heeis ſomewhat the wealthier , but no whit the 
honeſter,vnleſſeas gotten by Tuſtice,ſo vied in Tempe- 
rance , anddiſtributed in charitie, and ifthe rich man 
beealſoagood man, let himtake heed leaſtthey bee 2 
-= 4 his conſcience , and drawe him to fſinfull plea- 
ures. 

Sothat the verdit , muſt paſſe vpen honefhie, and 
thequalitic of Yerzee, ore precious then the quantitie 
of mony; for asarich man couetous,gripple;and carth- 
ly minded, isnot to bee reſpected, ſoa poore man ſim. 
ple honeſt, and well qualified, is toberegarded , ſith 
the one is as a craggie flint ſtone , the other a preti- 
onsand princely Diamond , and this was the cauſe a 
Prince of Troy choſerather to marrie his daughtertoa 
ponumnns then a rich manvicious : Foritis 

r (quoth he) to hauca man without money,then 
money withouta man, for Yertve is great riches, when 
Vice 


islikea with a golden fleece , and as the 
kev rear whe nk gnome his Papill De. 
mon, to make moreaccount ofa pooregood man, than 


ofanotſohonet richman.. 


Pavper enim nownow ef, exirernm ſuppetit vſus, Heeis 7, 
rich inough that is content with hisftate, © __ 
| 35 
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We muſt not meaſure men, by thoſe things as are ſub- 
icto the tottering wheele of Fortune, whichas Me« 
teors inthe aire vaniſh aſſooneas they ſeeme : bur for 
Verveabi- that which is permanent, durable, conſtant, and firme, 
_ "= whichis YVertze, onely Yertue, and nothing but Yertse , 
and therefore leaſt worldly regard ſhould Rtriueagainſt 
reaſon, the immoderate care of this life, muſt be ſprink. 
led with the water of prouidentreſpeR, in conſidering | 
thoſe inconueniences that riſe out of the roote of a> 
boundance : Mans felicitie, is not in riches, they are 
gotten with paine, and loſt with gricfe, pleaſures 
endcin ſorrowe, vaine-glorie, vaniſheth; if wethinke 
itisin witte, thatis perfetfollic, for a wiſe man, euer 
cſteemeth an other wiſer then himſelfe, 2yoad Dewm, 
touching God, andin this ſtandeth the greateſt poyne 
of wiſedome,when a man doth neitherexalt himfelfe, 
aboue a ſtronger iudgement, nor inſultouer thoſe that 
be weake, but readie to ſubmit his opinion, toabet- 
ter information : and hath ſuch a ſlender care of his 
owne woorthineſſe, that if hehappe to poſleſſe ſome 
worldly honour, doth bluſhingly recciue ir, asathin 
not deſerued : fo that we cannot find the perfe&t ho | 


welookefor, but onely andaltogether, in theexcreiſe 


Afoolithopl Yet now men hunt after Riches, asthough there 
gion. were notrue honour withoutit, and that to be onely 


rich, were to beonely happie, andſafet their felicitie 
on aſlipperie foundation : buthow falſe thisopinion 
is, doth appeare alrcadie. For be:it that honour, be: 
not giuen as our auncients did, onely tothe vertuous: 
and good, yet ſhall the vertugus-man be praiſed; be 
he ncuer ſo poore, euen of his-moſt viter onemie;: 

| Wa 2g 
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2s CMetellus Macidonicws, praiſed Scipio, for his Vertues, 
and wept for his death, though he were his morrall foe, 
for noman be he neuerſoenuious, can take that from 
him which Yertze hath merited : bur muſt, and will, 
maugre his head,applaudand commend hifn foran ho- 
neſt man, cuen behindehis backe, andbe forced to ad. 
mire thoſe good parts that areinhim, wherr an other 
| man beingrich, and nothing within, butal{ without, 
ſhall be clawde and flattered before his face, butcurfed 
and bande behinde hisbacke; and this preheminence it 
| - hath, maugre the worldes malignitic, that where ttfis 
Chriſtianventic doth ſhine, ſhee' forceth the gazer to 
breake out into wonderment, and-ſpread that glorious 
| report whichit juſtly meriteth-yet there be fome fo ſot- 
| tihh and madde,that — they know themſelues bur 
flattered, ſuppoſe they be by & by praiſed, when he nci- 
ther ſpeaketh it with his heart, butfor ſome carnall rea« 
ſon, and they themſclues know itto be falſe which hee 
ſpeaketh.Belceue no mantherfore of your owne good- 
neſle, betterthen yourſelfe, ifthere bee ought in you 
worthie of it;jif you deſerue it not, thinke affuredly they 
doo butmock and deceiue you, and with their tongues 
ſeeme tobee with you, when their hearts be againſt 
you.: This is a firetoken; for a mann to ſee into his 
owne Vertue, firſthee ſucthnot for honour, but ho. 
nour. followeth him ;' and _—_ is not greeued, 
though he be vnregarded;norbeareth indignationato- 
thers happines; andthis ſamethingis it thatwecall ho- S 
nor : now ſceingthis worldly honor is of ſo ſmall price, = 
*k he itts thepart-ofabaſcandvile mind, to beleeue glozing 
( and faire words; and groffe ignoranceit is indeed, to 
buildhonieut vponthebrainficke andrude opinion. 


Now- 
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Now what areall the goods of this worlde ? but a 
- __,, troubleſome carriage & greeuance, becauſe they bring 
' £- 4k no affuredcomfort, burdoo rather with their waight, 
plucke downe thoſe minds, that be lying towards hea- 
ucn,and hinderaman in the paſlageto glory. | 
Neuerthelefle, this might ſomewhat diſmay the 
weakeneſle of man to ſtriue for Yertve, becauſe com- 
monly it hath no reward in this world, but wandreth vp 
and downe naked, & forſaken: but this is no diſparage» 
ment toagood man, forlooke what he poſſeſleth, be ie 
more or lefſe,is ſo moderatly expended,thatit is compe- 
tentand ſufficient,and this is the very fountain, whence 
all contentment proceedeth, forbeing well compoſed 
within, regardeth nothing without, buta juſt applauſe 
for well doing : only couetous,to carry away a goodre. 
port of his Yert«es,which as Trophies are hung over his 
Tombe, for eternall monuments. Yirtutumerces,cadem 
& labor leo trophum eff, | 
Touching ſuch asarcloaden with this worlds drofle, 
and moiſtened with golden ſhowers,liuing in voluptu- 
ous and vaine pleaſures, and defile thoſe bleflings with 
theirluſts, what ſhould we thinke of this 2 but that the 
cat 00 __ God, is G—_ ” throw _— = 
bout his goods, among a ſort egrant ts,2 
infaciable horfe-lenches which greedy ſcrapeit vp to 
fill their Cofers, and feed theirluſts : notthinking one 
day they muſt reckenofthe well imployment. 
Richeepute = Riches,not rightly ordered, prouoke many hurtfull 
vpmenin and wicked defires,the mother of pride, contempt, dif 
pride, daine, ſelfe-loue, and the very firethatburneth vp all 
good motions, if not quenched with moderation, for 
they puffe vpa man in opinion to beſome a 
ec 
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heisnobody,and tothinke himſelfe truly honourable, 
| becauſeheis honoured of theyaine world : ſuppoſing 
that to berich in coſtly ſures, . is the onely glory. This 
 makesthem ſpurneatall good aduertiſements,and de- 
ſpiſe' Chriſtian admonitions,; for how commeth it to 
paſſe, that fo many great, rich, and mightie men of the 


world,arc fome Athiſts, Papiſts, Neuters, Nul/a. fidians, yainc hos 
&s.and fo coldein charitie? but only rhis, impatiencie 29ur- 

of good counſell, being hard to findeafaithfull man, ... 
thatwill boldly fpeake withour partiallitie : bur either Vie 


© \ #1 


js blinded with greatnefſe, or driven tofilence for ont. 
ward reſpeQs, tokeepein fauout withſmooth words, 
eſpecially when his ſtate dependes y 5.44 great men; 
there is then a'Filme- growes ouer the eye-ſight, an 
ſuchadiameſle, as he cannotſee, no-not the Sunne at 
noonedayes, beitneuer focleare or ſplendidious, but 
berather as cloudes to hide their ſhame, or inſtruments 
to incite them to more leaudneſfe; For if ſuchaone 
fall intoa groſfe errour, andby his life be a ſcandallto 
the good, liuing openly in fome vile crime,he ſhall not 
want trencher-flies, clawbackes, and Sycophants,:that 
wil crie peace;peace,when he isat warre with his owne 
conſcience, and feede his hamour with flattery, be his 
lifencuer fofinfull;ſuch mw befirly called ſeruingmen, 
forthey neuer ſeruce God, but foothethem yp to ſerue 
their owne turne, they pretend much loueand great 
ſcraice,when tis nothing but ſuperficial flattery,ittheſe 
ſeebata ſmall moateamiſle, a'wrinkle awry, how tcn- 
tible they-beto mendit ! bur though the mindebe ne- 
verſoſpotted with vice, rhe eye cannot pierce it, be it 


ner ſo-vifible., and indeed if the humour of their mai- 


ſer, take it inill part, they may chaunce fortheir in. 
| E tclligence 
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iclligenceto be turnde out of all-preferment ; O how 
they wil ſtorme if controwlde in their courſe! and take 
itexcecdingly ill,as though they had-a diſpenſation to 
doo whatthey liſt without reproofe, becauſe they are 
oreat, If Preachers crie out againſt vice in generall,then 
is itſpecially applied, he ment me, he ſpites me, and ſo 
goes about to ſtop their mouthes , by accuſing themof 


rayling, ſcdition, orflaundring : or if priuately admo.., 
niſhed,thenare they buſte, factious,and ſtray fromtheir . 
text : yet forall this, a good man willnotbeabaſhedro 
whiſper into thcireares priuatly,or inueigh againſt vice 


publikely,come what will come. So/oy.compareth. (not 


vnfitly) lawesto copwebs;for that great flics can breake. 


throughat caſe, when the lefler are intangled- inlike 
manner-great men.can ſoone ruſh through the! walles 
of -lawe, and breake downe Iron Gates ;. when the 


weake muſt abide the extremitie,. and haue rio 0-: 
ther defence but their. owne ihnocencie.:::;Thus dath: 
might deceive them:but Aari facrafares quidnon?what: 


cannotgold bring to paſle ? itcan dimthecleareſtſight, 


and-raiſe vpan humble mindetoa haughtie courage: is 


it notſtrange thata baſe pedanticall paraſite, in hope of 
alcaſe, orſome ſmall fauour, ſhould clappe his hands at 


wickedneſſe © and-thata mian indued with reaſon, and' 
- haththeyſeof his fine wittes, ſhould beled by flattery,. 
and made blinde with plauſible wordes, not to ſee his: 


ownefaultes, though they be as thicke as the darknefle 
of Ezipt, to be felt with the hande and not ſeene with 


the eye? forbeitheis ſo obdurate, thathe cannor, or: 


will not ſeethem : yet muſt he needsbe noted; poin- 
ted at, liue defamed', as a may-game to-the work, 
anda lamentable ſpecacletothe beſt. | 


I re» - 


- 
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 indaunger to be ſeduced, to imitatetheircourſe of life, 
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I rememberT readonce of Alexander, if happily T x memorable 
can now repeate it, who ona time vehemently blamed example «ta 
his Steward, for thathauing ſerued him ſolong, and Meaben5ns 
beneſo conuerſant in his affaires , ſo familiar with his 

riuatc doings, and laitcas it were in his boſome, as if 
he had bene his ſecond ſelfe, thatin all the time of his 
ſcruice could not ſpie oughtamille, to dimme his glo- 
ric : Foritis impoſſile (quoth hee) in ſo many yeares, 
and ſo much opportunitie, that I ſhould neuer offend  .,, <Q. 
and blemiſh my vertue, with ſomediſhonourable aQi- C/ 
on : deſeruing either prewarning inthe beginning, or 
reproofe in the ende, and ſo expelled him his ſer» 
UICC.— = — 
 Hereisamirrour of true honour,this noble Prince, 
caſt off his Steward , becauſe he concealde his faultes 
amongſt Chriſtians, thatſhould be inſpired with high- 05/equ:am 
er wiſedome; the contrary is daily practiſed, the fer- #01,verv- 
uant ſhall be diſmiſtfortelling truch,and honeſt minds #94 pe- 
purchaſe ſhrewde rebukes; this head-ſtrong opinion is '** 
the downe-fall of all good order : for when mcn-plea- 
ſers, andclaw-backes, dooleade captiuitic captiue in 
thefetrers of vanitic, a'\multitudeofhoneſt mindes are 


IS AC 


For as the Marriners in aſhippe, hane theyr cycs car- oo—_ 
neſtly bent vpon the Maiſter, chart ſitteth at che helme, rous enemics 
and readic at his becke to. doo his will ; ſo ſuch men © 
as ſtand vp in the Common-wealth, and holde the 
RudderotdireQion intheyr handes, are duly watchr, 
andattentinely ouerſcene,and -ccording to theiraime, 
the combat bend theircourſe. 

Q howe riches mocke men with certaintic, when 
nothing is more mutable and ſlippery, with perfe& 
E 2 happineſle, 
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happincile, when nothing is more wretched, the nurſe 
of pride, the ſchoole of abuſe, and the guide that leades 
into many temptations,it is much better ratherto ſhine 
in Yertue., thenin riches. And therefore our Sauiour 
Chriſt in the Goſpel}, compareth the felicitie of a rich 
man, toan impoſiibilitie : 1aying, that it is as hardfor 
him to climbe to heaucn, beingloaden with drofle, as 
fora Cammellto creepe through the eyeota Needles 
andthis made the Philoſophers in their humane wiſe. 
dome, ſo much deſpiſe worldly honour, and vndergoe 
E:amples of pouerrte with lo great patience, Annacreon, bauing 2- 
comemncrs hype maſſe of moncy ſent. him by Policrates, could ne- 
3 monF* uer reſttill he was rid of tagaine, hisminde troubled, 
his leepe broken, returned it againeto him that ſentit : 
ſaying he neuerliued inſo:greatfeare and dread all his 
life long , as hee had done thoſe two dayes while the 
mony wasin his houſe. Phocios, in like manner,when 
. the king had ſent him a greatbeneuolence, hee asked 
him thatbroughtit, what mooucd his maiſter toſend 
him ſo much mony, ſeceingthe king did notknow him? - 
antwered,it was in reſpec ofthe greatfame he heard of 
his vertues: It that bethe cauſe(quorhhe)carry.irbacke 
to him againe,andlethim leaneme as Iam, and notby 
increafe of wealth to diminiſh my vertues. Diopines rc- 
fuſed all,and craued nothing,bur the common benefit 
of the Sunne, which Alarendr hadtakenfrombim,by. 
ſtandingbetweenehimand it, 

_ Platarch repaneth, thar-when #lexaxder vpon a + 
zime came intoa poarebarren Counney, thinking to 
haue made ſome greatconqueſt, found theinhabitants 
gatherme roates &graffero care, neither viing force z5 

repelland keep himbatke;norany A—— 


—_ 
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him from his warlikeattempt,butas poore ſnakes, were 
alrogetherbultedfor their bellies. The King cenſide- 
ring their pouertic, and-vnfruitfulnefſe of their coun- 
trey , hadpittieand compaſſion on their miſerie, and 
bad themaske what they would, and it ſhould inconti- 
nently be graunted.Quoth they(with one conſent)giue 
vs cuerlaſtinglite. Why how can I give that (quoth he) 
thar am but a mortall man? Then why ſecke you to win 
the whole world, as though you were immorrtall, and 
ſhould neverdye £ Zenon, Crates, infinite were the cx- 
amples of thoſe that were rauiſhed with the formoſhtie 
and excellent hue of Yerzee, that they contemned mo- 
ney, riches, pompe, chooſing pouertie for the pure life 
of perfeQion, bearing the bitterneffe of fortune with an 
vnconquerable courage. The auntient vitorious Ro-+ 
maines {oughtafter Yerize , and by their noble deedes 
and heroicalt fpirits, got thepalme of true honour, not 
ſparing body or goodstoaduancethe Comon-wealth, The fadow 

inſo much as many ofthemhadnot wherewithtoen- \0iug.a. 


| dowetheyrdaughters, nor which was leſſe, to defraye med among 


Funcrall charges,but what they had out of the comms gEP__—_ 


ſtore, which by their.conqueſts they had ſogreatlyen- þ,9y isnow 
riched, as Scipro, Sylla, andthe great Pompey : for then among the 
| Yertue was their chiefeft riches, An example we finde of 09am» 
| a noble captaine, who becing oftereda greatreward 
by his Generall for his knighthood andvalour donein 
| ſcruice,' with this gratulation thou ſhalt/bee paide in 
\ riches for thy valout ; and not-in honourfor Vertue; 

hee refuſed the one, and tooke the other, counting 

riches not worthy tobee marched wirh the digniticof 


 Fertue. | | 
The Martyrs in all ages are much tobee _ 
| | E 3 that 
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thatbeing indned with true fortitude,did moſt willing- 

ly embrace their deathes, and ſuffer their bodies to bee 

rent, torne, and cruelly burned ,. by the perſecutors, 

forthe profeſſion ofa good conſcience, and by theyr 
meckeſufferings,gained perpetuall honour. 

 Andalthovgh it falleth out as for the moſtpartit 

doth , that men indued with rareand ſingular vertues, 

arevtterly forgotten, andſcarcenoted while they liue; 

yet becing dead, theyr fame mounts vp to heauen, and 

1s divulged and ſpread in the earth , for the want of a 

good thing, isthen moſt precious when itis remooued 

tartheſt off. Caro was ſcarce knowne whileheliued, but 

after his death, was of great price; andallthoſefamous 

Philoſophers,Orators,{choole-men, that liuedin dark- 

neſle, and were ſobaſely eſteemed, yet weeſce bythe 

memorie of their goodly vertues, they now liue againe 

by being recommended from one agetoan other. And 

tierehence ſprung the multipliciticof Heathen goddes, 

I meane from the notable vertuesof ſingularmeH : for 

the fooliſh antiquitic, honoured men as gods after their 

(icerode deathes,whicheyther were of high dignitie while they 

nat, deor. liued,of great birth,or had done ſome notable benefite 

fortheir Countric : for honourand reuerence is rehi« 

bited farſome certaine cauſe,rifing of externall things, 

iramed by Yertze,for honouris compounded of hone-= 


Honrex tic. Hermes , or Mercuriws, was of ſuch fameamong the 
_ "i- M&giptians, as hee was deified and made agod, calling 


him the Meſſenger of piter. .. Mars, a greatwarriour. 
Bacchus , the inuenter of wine; Eſcalapius, a Philiti. 
on. Pythe.was ſo teuerently thought cf amongſt the - 
Barbarians, for that by his ſingular wiſedome hee 
had withdrawne the inhabitants theirvices, that 


they 
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they madeof his Cottage a Temple, giving him di- 


uine honour, What contumelics and ſtrife was about 
the bodic of Homer , when ſcuen Cities were at vari- 
anceto pollefle his corpes when he was dead, 


Septer wurbes certant de ſtirpe mnſiens Homeri : Abs 
Smyrna, Rhodes,Colophon Salamin,1os, Arzes, Athens, ulus bell, 


D4ogenesliued beggerly,in contempt , but after his 
death was honorably interred ina monumentoffame : 
ſo that the, memorie of theſe ſprung from theroote of 
Fertwe , and fromſome notable exployt , which got. 
the peoples loye , who-thought the applauſe of this 
worlde was no ſufficiemt recompence for theyr ver- 
CS 6s 

Theflouriſhing ſtate ofthe Romaines, Athenians, 

Lacedemonians,and other dominions,wereall ypheld :Verues hold 
by Yertae , for whereYertueis eſtabliſhed, there Vice is P40 
deteſted : foras light and darkneſſe,fireand water, can« 
not be put-together but one will confound the others 
nature: ſotheſe two contraries , cannot ioyntly hold 
poſſeſſion, but one will ytterly extintthe other, and. 
where YVertug is _ ina generallgouernment,that: 
Common-wealth is wholly ouerthrowne.. 


Oderunt peccare boni,uirtutis amore, Hora," 
Odernnt peccare mali,formidine pene. 


The good hatetofinne becauſe of Yertze, the bad. 
forlawe,but he is onely good, that of his owne wil,and. 


honeſt mind,eſchneth cuilmoreforcoſcience —_ 
or 
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for dread of mans puniſhment : the cuill and vicious 
contrariwiſe,are with-held by the rigour of Iuftice, and 
for feareofpenaltic, the rebellion within is kept from 


outwardly working : ſothat nothing bur the ſword of 


the magiſtrate doth ſtay the hot rage of his furie, when 
the conſciencelyes vaſt and opentoall wicked defires, 
he is not to bee numbred amongſt vertuous and good 
raen. To conclude, wherethe Common-wealth is gui- 
ded by godlylawes of Princes, the lampe of Yertueſhi- 
ning inthe hearts of ſubicas, laudable ſciences imbra- 
ced, Iuftice without partialirie adminiſtred , the good 
proteced,the bad puniſhed,8 peace maintained,there 
152 happpie and bleſſed gouernmemt, a fweete harmo- 
nic ofnature,and an earthly Paradize : ſor kethatſhall 
pocabom to.counite and couple Vice & Fertue in one, 
putteth a manandabeaſt together : honeſticadmits no 
renbey forthe endot good, which ougheto be af- 
ter oneſort , muſt not be mingled withany thing diſa- 
grecableinan.other ſort; for Yerrweis nolonger Yortue, 


if mixed with contrarie qualities : we may then ſafely 


conclude,that there is no goodlyer poſſeſſion then Yer- 
zne,and thatit is perfeR folly,to couct to berich,migh- 
tic,andcreepeypto worldly hongur,and make fo ſmall 
reckeningto be ſtored with Yertwe,which is fo ecrtaine, 
thetytle ſo glorious and permanent , whereypon one 
calleth it Dimidium anime mee , which is not ynproper« 
ly ſpoken,for take away vertuefromaman,whichis the 
plain pathto ſandimony, hemuſtbe numbredamong 
thoſe creatures that haue onely eſſence , and want vn- 
derſtanding, fith hee aymethnot ac thepurpoſe of his 
creation. 

The audacitie and ſtout courage of the Heathen 
Was 
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was ſuch , that for morrall yvertues would caft them- 
ſclues into daungers, many times deadly, abandonri- 
ches, endure pouertie, abidetortures, deſiring rathera 
poorequietlife to follow Yertae, then by a proſperous 
ſtate todraw the mind into a troubleſomeſtirre:tor po- 
uertie,performes thatindeed,thatall Philoſophy goeth 
-aboutto perſwade. 
But this dooth much ſhake the feebleconſcience 
when wee behold diuers good menendued with rare 
is yertues, and ſtored with good parts, notwithſtanding ye.nue ai 
oppreſled,difcarred,andas it were madethe ſcorneand mayedby 
| May-game of the world, finding no place of ſafetic to P*%** 
| reſt ypon, andthe bad and vicious toſitin Fortunes lap, 
Now whe we marktheſe vnproportionable accidents, 
onely with the eye of common reaſon , 6 how it di- 
ſtratceth the minde! accuſing through ignorancethe 
iuſtand diuine providence, becauſe he permitteth the 
good to be puniſhed with miſerie, and the bad to ſwim 
in proſperitie: but if we bend our wits to find outa dee- 
perreaſon,weſhal ſceethat the good are notaffliged for 
thceirhurt, burfatherly chaſtiſed for their berter triall, 
the wicked not fauored,butſeuerely puniſhed;for God 
worketh al things for the good of thoſethatare his:yer 
who candenie, but thattheburthen ofpouertie isim- 
rtable, hunger, impriſonment, exile, intollerable per. 
ecution,anddeath inſufferable? all which is inough to 
driuea man to diſpaire of his owne happineſle, ſuppo- 
| ſing God had wtterly forſak& him: butthe waighthere- 
| of is lightned & made eafie tothem that ſteadfaſtly be- 
'1 lecue Gods promiſes, and caſt their care on him, as Pe« 
fer willeth : Caſtthy care on him, for hee hath care on 
thee, Morcouer,thougha man be PN 
_ 
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for dread of mans puniſhment : the cuill and vicious 
contrariwiſe,are with-held by the rigour of Iuftice, and 
for feareofpenaltic, the rebellion within'is kept from 
outwardly working : fothat nothing burthe fword of 
the magiſtrate doth ſtay the hot rage of his furie, when 
the conſciencelyes vaſt and opetrroall wicked defircs, 
he is not to bee numbred amongſt vertuous and good 
men.Toconclude, wherethe Common-wealth is gui- 
ded by godly lawes of Princes, the lampe of Yerineſhi- 
ning inthc hearts of fubicds, laudable ſTiences imbra- 
ced, Iuftice without partialivieadminiſtred , thegood 
proteced,the bad punithed, 8 peace maintained,there 
152 happpie and bleſfedgouerniment, a frwecte harmo- 
nie obnature,and an earthly Paradize : ſorkethatfhall 
pocabom to-couniteand couple Vice & Fertwe inone, 


| pens manandabeaſt together : honeſticadmitsno 


uch knot, forthe end ofgood', which ongheto be af- 
tcroneſort , muſt not be mingled withany thing diſa- 
ccableinanother ſort, for Fearxeis nolonger Yeoriue, 
if mixed with contrarie qualities : we'may then ſafely 
conclude,that there is no goodlyer poffeſſion-then Yer- 
zne,and thatit is perfeR folly,to couer to berich,migh- 
tie nd creepeypto worldly honour,and makefo ſmall 
reckeningto be ftored wicth/ereve,which is forecrraine, 
thetytle ſo gforiousand permanent, wherevpon one 
callethit Dimidium anime mee , which is not ynpropet« 
ly ſpoken,for takeaway vertuefrom aman,whichis the 
plain pathto ſana , hemuſtbe numbredamong 


thoſe creatures that haue onely eſſence , and want vn- 

derſtandiog, fith hee aymethnot ac thepurpoſe of his 
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Vertues (ommon-wealth, 
you ſuch , on for morrall vertucs : would a them- 
ſclues into daungers, many times deadly, abandonri- 
ches, cndute pouertie, abidetortures, cliring rathera 
poorequietlife to follow Yertze, then by a —_ | 

r p0- 


ſtate todraw the mind into a troubleſomeftirre: 
uertie,performes thatindeed,thatall Philoſophy goeth 
-about to perſwade. 

But this dooth much ſhake the feeble conſcience 


when wee behold diuers good menendued with rare 


vertues, and ſtored with goodparts, notwithſtanding ye.,ue ain 


oppreſſed, difcarred,andas it were madethe ſcorneand mayedby 
 May-gameofthe world, finding no place of ſafetic to P9%*u* 


reſt ypon, and the bad andvicioustofitin Fortunes lap. 
Now whe we marktheſe vnproportionable accidents, 
onely with the cye of common reaſon , © how it di- 
ſtraceth the minde! accuſing through ignorancethe 
iuſtand diuine providence, becauſc he permitteth the 
good to be puniſhed with miſcrie, and the bad to ſwim 
in proſperitie: but if we bend our wits to find outa dee- 
perreaſon,weſhal ſee that the good are notafflited for 
theirhurt, butfatherly chaſtiſed for their better triall, 
the wicked not fauored,butſcuerely puniſhed;for God 
worketh althings forthe good of thoſethatare his:yer 
whocandenie, but thattheburthen ofpouertie isim- 
rtable, hunger, impriſonment, exile, intollerable per. 
cution,anddeath inſufferable? all which is inough to 
driuea man to diſpaire of his owne happineſſe, ſuppo- 
ſing God had viterly forſakE him: butthe waighthere- 
of islightned & made cafie tothem that ſteadfaſtly be- 
leeue Gods promiſes, and caft their care on him, as Pe-« 
fer willeth : Caſtthy care on him, for hee hath care on 
thee, Morcouer,thougha man be A CA 
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for dread of mans puniſhment : the cuill and vicious 
contrariwiſe,are with-held by the rigour of Iuftice, and 
for feareofpenaltic, the rebellion within'is kept from 
outwardly working : ſothat nothing burthefword of 
the magiſtrate doth ſtay the hot rage of his furie, when 
the conſciencelyes vaſt and opentoallwickeddefires, 
he is not to bee numbred amongſt verruous 3nd good 
men.To conclude, wherethe Common-wealth is gui- 
ded by godly lawes of Princes, thelampe of Yertueſhi- 
ning inthe hearts of fubicas, laudable ſciences imbra- 
ced, Iuftice without partialivieadminiftred , the good 
proteced,the bad punithed, 8 peace maintained,there 
152 happpie and bleſſed gouernmen, a fects harmo- 
nic obnature,and an earthly Paradize : ſorkethatfhall 
pocabom to:couniteand couple Vice & Fertwe inone, 
putteth a manandabeaſt together : honeſtic admits no 
(ureter forthe endofgood, which ougheto be af- 
teroneſort , muſt not be mingled withany ehing diſa- 
grecable inanother ſort; for Ferre is nolonger Yorive, 
if mixed with contrarie qualities : we'may then ſafely 
conclude,that there is no goodlyer poſſeſſion-then Yer- 
rue,and thatit is perfeR folly,to couet to berich,migh- 
tie nd creepeypto worldly honourand makefo ſmall 
reckeningto be ſtored wither twe, which is foecrtaine, 
thetytle ſo gforiousandipermanene', wherevpon one 
calleth it Dimidium anime mee , which is not vnpropers 
ly ſpoken,for takeaway vertuefrom aman,whichis the 
plain path to ſanQimony, hemuſtbe nambredamong 
thoſe creatures that haue onelycſſence , and want vn- 
derſtanding, fith hee aymethnot at thepurpoſe of his 
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Vertues (ommon-wealth, 
was ſuch , _ for morrall vertucs ir neg them- 
ſelues into daungers, many times deadly, abandonri- 
ches, endure pouertie, abidetortures, cliringrathera 
poorequietlife to follow Yertze, then by a —_—_— | 
ſtate todraw the mind into a troubleſome ſtirre:tor po- 
uertie,performes thatindeed,thatall Philoſophy goeth 
-aboutto perſwade. 

But this dooth much ſhake the feeble conſcience 
when wee behold diuers good menendued with rare 


yertues, and ſtored with goodparts, notwithſtanding y.ue a 
oppreſſed, diſcarred,and as it were madethe ſcorne ind mayedby 


reſt ypon, and the bad andvicioustoſitin Fortunes lap. 
Now whe we marktheſe vnproportionable accidents, 
onely with the cye of common reaſon, 6 how it d> ., 
ſtraeth the minde! accuſing through ignorancethe 
iuſtand diuine providence, becauſc he permitteth the 
good to be puniſhed with miſerie, and the bad to ſwim 
in proſperitie: but if we bend our wits to find outa dee- 
perreaſon,weſhal ſcethat the good are notaffliaed for 
thcirhurt, butfatherly chaſtiſed for their bercer triall, 
the wicked not fauored,butſcuerely puniſhed;for God 
workethal things for the good of x22 thatare his:yet 
whocandenie, but thattheburthen ofpouertie isim- 
rtable,hunger,impriſonment, exile, intollerable per. 
cution,anddeath inſufferable? all which is inough to 
driuea man to diſpaire of his owne happineſſe, ſuppo- 
ſing God had veterly forſak& him: butthe waighthere- 
of islightned & made cafie tothem that ſteadfaſtly bee 
leeue Gods promiſes, and caft their care on him, as Pe- 
fer willeth : Caſtthy care on him, for hee hath care on 
thee, Morcouer,thougha man be A 
a 
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An honettanz and wayed downe witha clogge of miſcrie: yer can he 
5norpoore, not ſay, heeisſobareand naked, as vtterly vnableto 
omecemeng help himſelfe oran other: foradmithe hath notempo. 
thewethher Tall goods to helpethat way, yercan hee harbourand 
chicteſt ope- ſhewethe rights of hoſpitalitic : if hee hath neither of 
rams both,yetcanheceviſittheſicke, and cheare vp his mind 
| with good counſel] : if he be poore,ficke, lame, harbor. 
leſſe, and comforrtleſſe himſelfe, yet can he helpewith 
his praycrs-, and communicate his loue by his oryfons 
and deuout-ſupplications : fo that euery one hath a 
rich fountaine within, whichvpon euery occaſion may 
be powredout, and thereforeno man can pleade difa- | 
bilitie,and want ofmeanestorelieue,, . | 
And what though a man haue ſomecaſaaltdefor- 
mitic in his body, or bee vnhappily falten ntoa wret- 
- ched cftate 2 yer ſo long as his vertue and honeſtie 
- maybcciuftified, heeneedenot bee aſhamed of bru« 
ſing the fleſh, or feeling penurie, but rather boaſt and 
elorie in them , for it cannot bee-any ſhame or dif. | 
honour, to carricabout him the viſible tokens of ſuch | 
ſcarres , neither:dooth it any whit impaire his credit 

with the wiſeand vertuous , nor make him of lefſe co 

ſteeme with good men, much lefſewith God,who piit- 
teth no difference between a king andabegger , but. 

onely in obedienceto hiswill: bur here is the ignomi- 

nic, to bee branded with the hotte iron of wicked 
: conuerſation z as when-a man ſhall hauc hiseares cut { 
Thokizbois | from bis head , or markedinthehandforſomevillai» 
nic, and the ſpots of vice fopregnant on-his bady, or 

going vndera hard cenſure, for a bad opinion iuſtly 
conecined, inthis caſcheehath ſmall cauſe to groryoe 

boaſt, butxatherbluſh, beaſhamed, and cxile himſelfe 
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from common ſocictic, and ſtrive with humilitic to re- 
forme thol(e rebellious paſſions, that hauefſs ſtrongly 
lcad himinto ſuch diſhoneſtic. | 
* But where Yerize doth rule, the affaires and aQi- 
ons of this life are mannaged with-wiſedome , and 
thoſe ſwelling thoughts kept backe , which asa raging 
floudcarric away allthat is notground-faſt , that any 
outwardgriefe isquictly ſuffered, andpaticntly endu- 
red : for what aduerſe fortune ſocuer happens, is borne 
with contentment,in ſo much as neither pouertie, ſick- 
neſſe,croſles,afflitions,or what calamitic ſocucr come, 
cannot mone-or diſtempera ſtayed minde: for becin 
inflamed with a conſtant reſolution , doth fit himſelf 
to bcarce the troubles of this life, witha valiant andim- 
mutable courage. x 
Stiſpe a Greeke Philoſopher , when the citie where 
hee dwelt was buratto finders . his wife and children 
conſumed in the lame, andall thatheehad turned to 
aſhes, himſelfe hardly eſcaping with hislife, was asked 
whatheloſt inthe __ loſt nothing, for Ome- 
nia mea mecum porto, all thatis mine I carrieaboutme; 
meaning his vertues , the onely proper goods ofa wiſe 
man,whichno force of fire can coſume,nor the furic of 
noenemy takeaway. Inlike maneran other being told 
his ownſon was dead,was no whit mouedatz meſſage; 
andbeing told againe & again he was dead, why quoth 
he,whatofthat ? I knew I begata morrall creature, and 
being morrall,he muſt needs die:who could beare ſuch 
cauſe of griefe without ſome ſhew of ſorrow? but 
uch ſmal reckning did the wiſe HeathE make of world. 


ly loſles:foritisthenatufeof mito relent, deplore, and 


befubicttolamenrations , yet their wiſedome kept it 
T 3 vnder 


Omnia mee 


mdciperto, 


Riches right». 
ly vicd,are. 
vreat bleſe 
ſings. 


Vertues ( ommon-wealth, 
vndertheyoake of reaſon: or whoin theſe daies would 
refuſe ſuch prefermentas Diogenes? orhis loadeofgold, 
as Fabritius: or caſt histrealure into theſea,as Antippus? 
Ivetily ſuppoſe fewe or nonewould beeofthat minde, 
neither is it ſoneedfully required, Chriſtian ſorrow for 
worldly loſles is ſufferable : richesand wealth toa good 
man-are comfortable, by reaſon he hath. 
to do good,for the daungerlyeth.in theabuſe, and not 


ſimply inthevſe : for to a bad man-they arc indcede- 
the cauſe of.more cuill, becauſe-they miniſter-more: 


matter to his wickedandſinfull deſire. . | 
Aman may warmehimby a fire chough hee burne 
not himſelfe in it : ſo a rich man may moderately vſe 


his riches-, though with them hee ſtoppe not vpthe- 


gappe to-happineſſe : but the deadly hatred they 
bore to external! things, ſhewed _ loueto Yeotue, 
and the deſire they had to diue into: 

dome ; 0.how they-ſtroue abour-the conmtemplatiue 
andactiuelife ! ſome chooſing one , ſome the other, 
ſtrugling who ſhould come neareſt ynder the wings 


of Yertwe , and yet for all this-they laboured bur in. 
darkeneſſe and blinde ignorance, and neueratrained: - 


to that true ioy , by-which the heart is: exaked to- 


immorrtalitic-: for the true and abſolute Yertse is the” 
true knowledge of GOD, the way to worthip him 


aright , and true comfort in tie, for nothing 


can bee good without the ſoucraigne good < if men 


bee ignorant of that;-allisfalſe, and theyr intentions 


goc awric', but the Philoſophicall ſummer bonum re- 
= 


in this; namely., in the quiet apprehending of 
reaſon , and falhioning the outward man tociuill obee 
dience., and could: ncuer poſſeſſe. themſclues of that 


heauenly. 


ater means 


edepth of wiſe=. 


Pertnes ( ommon-wealth. 
heauenly felicitic,vnder whichall Yert#e is comprehen- 
ded. | - 

* Pouertic ought not to moue the minde with reſt- 
leſſe paſſions, bur to allaie the heate with contentati- 
on,and pacifiethe vnſtaied affetions, which will more 

be done, ifa man conſiderately callto mind, how 
many perſons in the worldareinas wretched, or more 
wofulleſtate then he himſelfeis, yet thedeare children 
of God too : butinaduerſitic many loſe themlſclues in 
diſcontentment, not patiently wayting, but greedily 
ſnatching, not content with thatthey hauebe itneuer 
ſomuch, but ——__— to goods, and multiplying 
more to cnough with rieuer ſatisfied deſire,tormenting 
the minde with vnquiet motions, and by that meanes 
make the freedome of life a ſharpe and bitter bondage: 
for if their life were fixtimes ſo long,as it may be by the 
inuitable courſe ofnature, yet thetenth part oftharth 
haue,wereſufficient to maintain them well and honeſt. 
ly, and declare whereto they were borne, and inrich 
thcir poſteritieafter,why ſhould they then beſo greedy 
andearthly minded toconſumetheir dayes in ſuch vn- 
reaſonable cares ? whereby they are neueratreſt, but 
incontinuall{lauery, ſo greatly do they feareleaftthey 
ſhould bepoore : andſo inthe midſt of plentie liue in 
want,andthus become incapleof reaſon, and moſt mi- 


Pouertic 

ought nor, 
to dilquict, 
the minde, 


ſerable of allmen - for noexternall thing can in them- - 


ſclues make a mivnhappie, ifimmoderate defire creep 


notinto breed rebellion, ſo that ſtill our former aſſerti« - 


ornmuſt hold - 1» wedjs conciftit virtue, Veriue ſtands be- 


tweene two extreames ,; in coolingthehkeate of defire - 
with Temperance, notin feeding the belly ſo much as . 


it will hold,cloathing the backe'ſo farreas the purſe will 
1 a © ſtretch, 
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Vertues ( ontmon-wealth, 
vndertheyoake of reaſon: or whoin theſe daies would 
refuſe ſuch prefermentas Diogenes? orhis loadeof gold, 
as Fabritius: or caſt histrealure intothelſea,as Antippus? 
I vetily ſuppoſe fewe or nonewould bee of that minde, 
neither is it ſoneedfully required, Chriſtian ſorrow for 
worldly loſſes is ſufferable : richesand wealth toa good 


man-are comfortable, by reaſon he hath greater means 


to do good, for the daungerlyeth.in theabuſe, and nor 


ſimply inthe vſe : for to a bad man-they arc indeede: 
the cauſe of.more cuill , becauſe-they miniſter-more: 


matter to his wickedandinfull defire. | 
Aman may warmehimby a fire, though hee burne 
not himfelfe in it : ſo a rich man may moderately vſe 


his riches, though with them hee ſtoppe not vpthe- 


appe to-happineſſe : but the deadly hatred they 
Kg to cncrant things, ſhewed ceyclowero hon 
and the defire they had to diue into; 
dome ; d.how they-ſtroue abour-the contemplatiue 
andactiuelife ! ſome chooſing one , ſome the other, 
ſtrugling who ſhould come neareſt ynder the wings 


of Yerewe , and yet for all this-they laboured bur in 
darkeneſle and blinde ignorance, andneueratrained:. 


to that true joy, by-which the heart is: exaked to 


immortalitie-: for-the true and abſolute Yertue is the” 
truc knowledge of GOD, the way to worthip him 


aright ; and true comfort in te , for nothing 


can bee good without the ſoucraigne good © if men 


bee ignorant of that, -allis falſe, and theyrintentions 


oc awrie,, but the Philoſophicall ſummer bonum re. 


ted in this; namely, in the quiet apprehending of 
reaſon , and faſhivning the outward man tociuill obee 
dience, and could ncuer poſſeſſe. themſclues of that 


edepthof wiſe-. 


heauenly. 
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Vertnes (ommon-wealth. 
heauenly felicitie,vnder whichall Yert#eis comprehen- 
ded. - 


leſſe paſſions, bur toallaie the heate with contentati- 
on,and pacifiethe vnſtaicd affections, which will more 
eaſily be done, ifa man conſiderately call to mind, how 
many perſons in the worldareinas wretched, or more 
wofulleſtate then he himſelfeis, yet thedeare children 
of God too : butinaduerſitic many loſe themſclues in 
diſcontentment, not patiently wayting, but greedily 
ſnatching, not content with thatthey hauebe itneuer 
ſo much, butadding goodsto goods, and multiplying 
more to cnough with rieuerſatisfied defire,tormenting 
the minde with vnquiet motions, and by that meanes 
make the freedome of life a ſharpe and bitter bondage: 
for if their life were ſixtimes ſo long;as it may be by the 
inuitable courſe ofnature,yet thetenth part oftharth 

haue,wereſufficient to maintain them well and honeſt. 
I, and declare whereto they were borne, and inrich 
thcir poſteritieafter,why ſhould they then be ſo greedy 
andearthly minded toconſumetheir dayes in ſuch vn- 
reaſonable cares ? whereby they are neuer atreſt, but 
incontinuallſlauery, ſogreatly do they feare leaftthey 


* Pouertic ought not to moue the minde with reſt» pauertic 


ought nor, 
to dilquict 
the minde, 


ſhould be poore-: andſo inthe midſt of plentie liue in 


want,andthus become incaple of reaſon, and moſt mi- 


ſerable of allmen : for noexternall thing can in them- 


ſclues wake a mivnhappic, ifimmoderate deſire creep 


notinto breed rebellion, fo that till our former aſſerti-« - 


onmuſt hold : 1» wedis 'conciftit virtue, Veriue ſtands be- 


tweene two cxtreames ,; in coolingthehkeate of deſire - 


itwill oathing the backe'ſo farre as the purſe will 


F:i3- ſtretch, 


with Temperance, notin feeding the belly ſo muchas . 


conciſttt vir- 
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ſtretch, and giuing ſcope topleaſure, asthough much 
wealth gaue much libertie, for thatis prodigalitic, nor 
inpinchiag & hoording it vp from neceſlary duties, for - 
thatisilliberalitie, & onerturneth the whole fellowſhip 
of mankind: neither muſt a man negle@ his priuat ſtats, 
bur labour in his calling to ſupply his wants; the meanc 
therefore is the ſafeſt path to walke in,in which whoſo. 
euer gocth,is ſafe from ſtumbling ypon extremities : If 
Tcoras had held his medium tutifiemam,he had not ſo vn- 
timely fallen : or Phacton,obſcruedthe counſell of 
his father,he had not binſtriken with thunder; but pre- 
ſumption &arrogance, caſteth men healong into: woe 
and miſery.Sothatif Temperance donot order thelife, 
and diſpoſe our humane affaires, wefall intoan infati- 
able deſire ofhauing,or intoan vtternegleQtofotirown 
wants,ſpending too much & that vainly,or pas 
much;8& that too nigardly :Burasthe higher we clime, 
. theleſſe appearance thoſe things ſeeme to hauethatare 
vnder vs,our ſight beingremoued from the obietand 
ſpecies ofthings: ſothenearer weapprochto God,and 
frame ourobediencevnto him, thelefle we value theſe 
baſe & tranſitory things. Now, if by this compendious 
courſe, our mindes areabſtracted & drawen backward, 
immediatly our cagitations aſcend vpto heau&,as vnto 
the country to which weare traudlling,we muft notthe 
incumberour mindes with ſo heauy aload, as the cares 
ofthis life, leaſt they hindervsin the purſuit toperfeR 
bleſſedneſſe. O what a burden oftorments doth the co. 
uctous deſire bring withit ! a diſeaſe like the Drop- 
ſie,the more ithath,the more it would;thirſty as the ſer- 
nt Dipſa, never ſatisfied till it burſt, wanting that it 
ath,and hath thatirwanteth; becauſethe goc = * 
tnoic 
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| Vertues ( ammon-wealth. 
thoſethings preſent, arecuecrabſent ; 0 whither would 
| thegreedinetſe of manrun if Mydes golden Wiſh were 
| to be had ? the couctous Lawier would haue the diuell 
-} and all; the ſecular Prieſt, beſick ofthe golden droplie; 
the Artificer, Alcumize his Inſtruments into gold, the 
1d plow-man weary of hisJabour - ſothat here would be 
Anrea 4t4s, agolden world. Thus would cxtreame co. 
uetouſnes bring a miſery vpon the owners, and though 
with Mydes, they might turne anything into gold with 
a touch; yerſhould they be ſtarued with hunger,famiſh 
the bodic,and robbe the ſonle of all true comfort. For 
theſe waight alwaies on a couetous man, Impictic,per- 
iuric,thefts,rapines,treaſons,fraud, deceits, and all kind 
of vnconſcionableand mercileffe dealings. 
Leta manthen be content with his portion,and not 
ſeeke to ae ynto terreftiall honour, by tearing our 
the-bowelles of his brethren, with vſuric, extortion, 
and vnconſcionable brokerie, For it is better to be con- 
tentedly poore, then miſerably rich, and to ſurpaſle in 


= 
- 


rare Vertues, thenin carthly treaſure, for albeita man 
bedownein miſery, yetif honeſtand vertuous, hee is 
raiſed vpto immorall glory : for the excellency of Yer- 
exe ,makes himſhine withſucha grace,as he may ſoone 
be eleuated tothetopoftruchonour, and cannotgoe 
vnrewarded for his honourable ſervice, for hauing va- Poft fanere 
liantly fought vnder the banner of ſo noblea matron, viriw, - 
his paic is fame in deſpite of death, and eternall fe- 
licite in the world to come for Yerrae inableth a man 
= enioy the fruition of perfeR happinefle,and cternall 
C 
Ther let a-poore. man reioyce in afflition,..and 
paticntly beare- aducrſitie,, and comforte him ſelfe 


ineds 4.4 


with - 


- - wh, wn 


et em lr gy OO 


—— —— 
_  ——__— 


Vertues Common-wealth. 


with the hope ofa better life, which aſſuredly hee ſhall 
The comfor- ENiOy if ſo be he hold outtothe endeina holy and ver- 
rable hope of tUQUs courſe, and for ſorrow here, haucioy there; and 
8 poore man. forahelliſh life now, a heauenly lifethenz, when thoſe 
that hauetheir heauen here, and wallow in ſolace, ioy, 
and carnall pleaſures in this world, muſt with Dizes be 
tormented in endlefſe flames in the world to come. 

To whatend then ſhould a man be gricued at miſc- 
ry,and myrmur, as though hee were an abicQ,an oute 
caſt, and forlorne : when there ſhall bea ſupply of his 
wants, inaboundant meaſure, and be crowneda king 
of that heauenly 7eruſalem. ; 

Vponatime So/on foundapoore man fitting by the 
ſeaſide, bewa os S0 miſerie in greatdiſpaire, whom 
he comforted inthis manner : Brother why weep you, 
what haue youloſt,is it wantand prom that nippeth 
you ? Alasforthatyou haueſmall cauſe, for ſay you 
wereinthe middeſt of yonder great ſea, loaden with 
treaſure, in daunger of drowning, would you not wil- 
lingly loſe your goods toſaue your life ? . Why thinke 
then you were onceinlike perill, and haue eſcaped,and 
loſt but your onely goods, then now pacifie yourſelfe, 
be content with your ſtate. Thus we ſce whatdaunger 
arich man is in,by the opinion ofthis wiſe Heathen. 

_ Vieexgver- Tyowaicsarepropoſedandlaide open to all, the 
nemo ne oncinuiting to Yer7xe, the other alluring to vice; the 
firſt is comberſome, intricate, vntraded, ouergrowne, 

and many obſtacles to diſmay a paſſenger the other, 

plaine, cuen beaten, overſhadowed NES, ta- 

piſtred with lowers, and many obic&sto feed theeye; 

now a man that lookesbur only rothe outward ſhewe, 

will eaſily treadthe broadeſt pathe, butif A” 

[ 
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that this ſmooth andeuen way, leads toa neaft of Scor- 
pions - oralitterof Beares, he will xather take:the other 
though it be ruggedand vnpleaſant; then hazard him- 
ſelfe in ſogreatadaunger. 1 + 
The high-way thatleadosto pleaſute is verie ſpati- 
ous, it lycth open like the fea, many tempting motions 
to inuoke the mind; Tameslitting bythe way gorgioul- 
ly decke, the Syrews with ſweete melody, tointrappe the 
paſſenger,if with Viſes he bind not himſelfe tothe maſt 
of prouident reſpea;and many Lyos,Beares& Wolucs 
lie-in waite for their pray. But the pathe leading to 
Yertxe, though itbe toyleſome, laborions, difficult, a 
way vneafie to be trackt, hard to finde, craggie, fto- 
— es a ſweating turmoyle,as the Poctdeſcri> 


Naw viewirtis t ardus callens, 
Dificilems que additum primumſpectantibus offert, 
Solngaioes prebet feſſicin wvertice ſummo, " 


Fot Vertnes rugged gedpathe requires, 
aftout and painfull minde-: 
And daungers new are multiplied, 

to ſuch as will herfinde. 


 Butinthe endegreatioy ſhebrings,&c, 


. Yetkeing heegoeth ſtreight to his iournics ende, 
fhallarciueatthe houſe of Fame, be crowned with ho+ 
not, who wil not vndergoe a poorelabour , to gaine 
ſorich aTewell? for thonghthe rootes of Ferrue be bit- 
ter,yet the fruites be ſweete. | 


Againe, if in things th gn of perilles, Dalcia now 
h 


2 man will notſticke to hazar 
| G and 


is life, 'run through fire mera, 
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and water, abide hunger, colde, and willingly beare a 
thouſaudmilſeries, incident to long and tedious iour- 
nics,| to. diue into thebowelles of the carth for golde, 
traffique to Orinoque, the Indians, andfarreremote pla-' 
cesto feedethelong defireofthis ſhortlife, as the Poet 


Impiger extremes currit marcater ad Indos, 
Per mare pauperiems fugiens,per ſaxa,per ignek: 


How oughttheythe tohunt after Yerzxe,the bright 
ſonneofproſperitic, which can raiſe themvp, tanquars. 
epulaerec-luto,, out of duſtandclaie, tothe high pitch» 
of cuerlafting honour. Mt ITY. 

Butas many waiescroſſe the Queenes high-way;ſo- 
Fertue is wanted and thwarted, with many. ſmoothe 
paths,ifby exact carethey benotauoyded;and though 
there bea ſpatious oppoſition an Annthefic;yernoſuch 
difference at the firſt ſeemeth, for long pacingbreedeth. 
content, by reaſon the mine is nummedand broughta: 
fleepe,withſuch varictic ofobiedts, asdazlethe ſences, 
and fixe the opinion/ſo firme in an ill-courſe, that he- 
findeth himſelfe enexorable toturne head, and ſet foo- 
ting inthe way of Fertue, ht! 

Neuertheleſle, theugh Yert#eisfo noble, glorious, 
honourable, immortall, &c. (that neither my dull wit, | 
rudeneſle of ſpeech; or:thislinlevolameis able to cx-. 
preſſe her infinit praiſes: but had rather need ofptompt 
eloquence, nd cunning moſtexcellent, and much lei 
ſure therevnto) yet Vice ispaintedont with ſuch good- 
ly colours, and fo gorgioully ſet out with pompe, that 
tamping with the naturall impediment, aman is ſoone 
luldeatleepein pleaſures, and deluded byphantaſma, 
| adreame, 
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a dreame,aſhadow : as it was with Ca/zppur,thatdreamd 
he was aKing,and wheawooke he was a begger: orthe 
foole of Syracaſa , who being oppreſt with mclancho-. 
ly, thoughtallthe ſhips thatarriucd in the hauen; were 
laden with his marchandize;ſo doth it mockethe ima- 

ination, with flattering allurements,and drawea man 

y litle & litle to his owne deſtruRtion. O tisanamiable 
diucl, aſweetinne, alycorouspoyſon, a ſniling cut- 
throate,a weeping Crokidile : ſo thatby this the minde 
is drawnefrom all celecſtiall contemplation, and-from 
thar heauenly regard which the ſingularitic of that di- 
uine ſweetneſle doth require, and by that meanesbe- 
come careleſle 8 negligent, in the purſuitof Yertee, and 
hauc nodcſire tobe partaker of her viilitic and profite, 
butare wholy circumuented and cartiedaway by Iniu- 
ſice, luxurie, pride, couctouſneſle, ſelfe-loue, and ſuch 
like; for this fleeting ſoy, is a ſweet delight; -butas the 
Poets faine,that drinkingthe water Lethe,breedeth for- 
getfulneſſe: fo viceand pleaſure,makes themind obtuſe 
. andcarcleſſe of all holy vertyes,wherby the whole man 
is tranſported intoalllicengiouſnefſe, And forthis cauſe 
- arepleaſares compared to the Syrins, thatappeare loue« 
ly in fightwith golden lacks,chirry lippes.rofie checks, 
&c.andall thatpartaboue the watergaodly,beautifull, 
and pleaſant to beholde : but the tayle hid beloweis 
ſharpe,crooked, venomous, thatſheno ſooner draweth 
2 man vnto herby a wanto countenance, but preſently 
ſtings him to death; forpaine & plealureare two twins, 
for he no ſooner letteth: his mindeſlip to one, but the 
other is readieto caſt himinto a miſerable eſtate. And 
therefore to ſhun pleaſures, it is good to behold her be- 
hind and notbefare,to c6fider what trouble,torments, 


- diſkonour,and ignominie, waits vpon her, forafter her 
G 2 gheſts 
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heſts are ſurfeited with dainties, ſhe makes the ende as 
atall and ominous as the Centaurs feaſts.a ſuttle Sywep, 
that telles a pleafing tale to breede ſecuritie, dropping 
hony from herlippes,buthath the poyſon of Aſpes vn- 
derher tongue, a ſtanding ponde;cleareaboue: but all 
filth and mudde below : and therfore the wiſc.ſchoole. 
maiſter, warneth-his ſchollerto ſhunne pleaſures, for 


1/6. a4 De- feare of ſmart; ſowre things follow ſweete,and ioy hea- 


mon, 


Eoliſh wiſe- - 


dome. 


uineſſe. Yoluptaseſca malorum, (aith he, Pleaſure isthe 
bait ofcuil : and hor. ad lolkum. Ft, | 


Sperne voluptatu nocet empta dolore voluptes, 


'Yet'many repute themſeclues wiſc and excellently 
feen,thoughtheyare nothing dauntedat ſuch a hidious 
monſter: andſd are wiſe only in opinion,and with this 
ſottiſh cogitation enterpriſe matters/infamous, yea of= 
rentimes tothe viter ruine & ouerthrow of themſclues, 


and by this meanes run headlong into all manner vice, 


Ws rerun rouer their heads, 
Hethatf 


blowes vp feathersintotheaire, andfpendsthe timein 
running vpariddowneafterthem.; forwhat is pleaſure 
buta puffe * and what is all 
bours but acopweb#? If we 


honoured, otherwiſethen by Yerrze; we'climbearot. 


ten ladder ſureto fall; forvaine-glory isablaze which. 
ſoone vaniſheth, gliſtering fora while in ſome outward * 
pompe, inthe darkneſfe ofthis world, carrying with 
it. ſome fheyye of Gentric,. when tis but the _— | 

of: 


wes plealure,is as the ſpider that labou- 
reth all daytointangleaflic, orlikeawantonboy that 


| potiderous la-- 
toote not atthis marke, to 
caſt anchorin the harbor of Zertne,for ifwe couct tobe- 


F 


| 


, 


 daycs,topurchaſeſuch honouras 
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of Vice,Pride,and{welling Ambition : for what gaine 
isit fora man to'win'the whole world , and looſe his 
owne ſouler to dauncein pleaſure fora while, and liue 
inwoeforcuer? What great matter was in Darimwand 
Alexander, T amberlaine and Baiazeth, Ceſar and Pompey, 
thatſtroucforche monarchiall gouerament, and to be 
ſole Porencates of the world ? but that the after times 
might fing with Mekb. 


Hec memini & vittum,fruſtre contendereT hyrſin., Ecleg 7, 


Ex ills Coridon,Coridon ett tempore nobs. © 


What was their happines, but vnquiet & perturbati- 
ons? and neuerattainedtothat theyr ambition ſought 
after, but ſnatchingatvncertaintie, — dog, loſt 
thatthey were ſure of before : ſo that all this worldly 
ſtrife was-but to ſatisfie the hn deſire of a fewe 

t nkes into obliuion, 
leauing no-happie memorie behinde of any notable 
vertue.. | 


_ . But theonelywarre-fare is ſtrining for Fertze , by Ty. hoe 
reſiſting the paſſions of the minde: this is both a valiant warre-faxe. 


and an honourable _— , atrue Martialiſthe is 
indeed, thatbyftronghand laboursto ſuppreſle his re- 
bellious luſts, and is ambitious of nothing but onely 
Vertae, as T hemiftocles, thatſaid; the monuments, Tro» 
phies,glory,and great fame of Mi/tiades,would not ſuf- 
ferhim totakehis reſt, for that exceeding deſire hehad 
to imitate him in Vertue, thatfo he might riſe vp tolike 


honour. Formerpreſidentsareſpurres toquickenthe Pitorcs, 


mind, toembrace that Yertve portraiedoutby ouraun- 


tients, and Er Pe al: 


G. 3: 
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via and tent toexplainthemorall vertues, witha bareand ſim» - 


Verive, 
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leaftby ſloathwebecomeblinde, ignorant, and grope 


in the darke with Polephermns : and this is moſt euidene, 
that ſolong as weliue in pleaſure,the minde is neuer il- 


Juminated with diuine moyſture - for whilethetime is 


ſpentin voluptuouſnefle, a blaſt of vanitie, a bubble of 
weter;the excellent faculties of the ſoule are depreſſed 
and weyed downe with baſe 8ſeruile deſignements. 
But haning thus rudely run ouer the profitable ſtu- 
die of Yertue, inthis homely manner, as the dalneſſe of 
my wit, and ſhortneſle of time would ſuffer, itnow re- 
maineth to blaze outherenemie Vice,8: moreliuely to 
paintout thoſecapitall euils which oppoſe themſelues 
againſt honeſtie, And inthis themethod of theaunitie 
ent Philoſophers is tobe obſerued, who were not con- 


ple demonſtration,but alſo ſetto cuery one her contra» 
ry and repugnantvice , that by due confideringboth, 
we might embracethe:good and ſhun the euill ; and 
thatby theglory of one, the ather might be more vg. 
ly and loathſome: for whenYerrne is viltbly painted our, 
invironed with Vice,we hauec her ingreateradmiratis, 


_. andherexcellencies in higher rea &therforeForti- 
1 3 


tude hath audacitic on the one fide, 8 timiditic on the 
otherſſide,fcience,ignorance,&liniſterperſwaſion,and 
lo euery one, the more &the leſſe, whereby we ſee not 
onely the Imageand reflexion , bur the very abſtrat 
andeſſence ofthem both,& although one wauld think 
thatTemperance, a heauenly Vertue, were inough to 
moueto ſobrictie,yetifthe many enormitiesthatcome 
ofthe contrary be omitted,a man is hardly diſlwaded, 
Therfore Diogenes being demaunded how oneſhould 
keepe himſelt ſober,by beholding(quoth he) _— 
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lineſſe of drunkards; forit is manifeſt,that when a crab- 
bedviſage anda misſhapen body,ſhall ſtand by an ami- 
able &loucly perſonage,the deformitie of the one doth 
much illuſtrateand beautifie the other. Yenss was cuer 
faireſt whenſhe ſtood by Fu{ci:ſothat viewing this 47» 
tirhifis,honour and ſhame, perfect bliſſe & neuer dying 
forrow,& looking to the finall endes,& the reward that 
they both yeeld atlaſt, we may be ſtirred vp with anar- 
dent zealc,to deſtroy Vice, & maiſterthat comberſome 
ſcruant paſſion, 
Now thechicfe motiuchereynto, is diligent educa- 

tion & training vp youth in diſcipline,wherby a vniuer- gaod eduea. 

fall good tsattained,; for this is the maine pillar thathol- Somke -— 
deth vp & vnderpropsthegouernment,without which are 
| 


Fd 


no Comms6-wealth could ſtand & peaceably continue. 
And therfore it isinthepower of parents ,. to make or 
marre the wotld-, forit children be not wellnurtured, 
how ſhall they bequeath that to poſteritic which they 
neuerderiued frotheir aunceſtors ? or if ſuperiours and 
magiſtrates, giue not good example in their places, how 
ſhouldthey.induceother to pietic 2 foras Atlas is faige 
ned E——_ heauens with his ſhoulders, ſomuft 
the wor d yp by diſcipline, 8 thoſe vices cutoff 
with the ſwotdaf reformation, that fight againſt hone« 
ſticz-for hervalourand courage will ſoone weaken by 
impunitie and cuillexample, but as the cutting off the 
head of aſferpetkilleth the bady,ſothe immoderatepal- 
fions of z mind rooted outin he beginning, the whole 
bodyof this hidious moſter voluptuoufnes is deſtroied, 


| and the tranquility of the mind pofſeſt with greater oy; 
for being oncetaughtto loathVice,& traded in wel do- 


, ing, fromthecradic, istherebyſo wellqualified, Fo h 


Hypoernes 
and deceivers 
creepe vnder 
Venue, 
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doth not caſfily chaunge anygood courle it vndertakes, 
but vpon well grounded reaſons. For hauing ſome 
knowledge of it owne inward good , findeth nothi 
without of ſo equall rate, for which itſhouldalter an 
turne, butbeing firmly ſetledinan honeſt courſe, kee- 
peth a ſweete concord betweene the intelleftiue and 
the morrall,and yecldeth it ſelfe ſutable,to the vertuous 
diſpoſition ofthe minde, the excellencies whereof, is 
manifeſted with ſuch rare demonſtrations, thatitneuer 
ſubiecerh it ſelfe to baſe inconſtancie and feeble ha- 
zards, expelling Vice, asan encmie to all goodende- 
nour, Cn 

To proceed , Yertue cannot bee -gotten without 
imployment of the minde and body in commendable 
arts, Securitic and eaſe draweth to Vice , if a man 
then will build vpon a perfeR aſſurance , and make his 
eſtate durable, hee muſt bend his whole endeuoursto 
honeſt Jabour,& not onely do well, but continue there 
intothe end. But if aman ſuppoſeto berichly vertu- 


 ousfor one good deed, as in paying dutics, -impoliti- 


ons,tallages to the poore Church,orCommG:wealth; 
iftaxed according tohisabilitie , and fottihlyexaRed 
fromhim, iris but theſuperficiesatdbi&ze-of Fertne : 


for Intentio animi non altwperſecit aFuni:rthewillingnes 


dothapprouetheaQt: orita man doagooddeedby.ac- 
cidentand haphazard, toblinde the opinion, andby a 
counterfeit ſhewe ſecke to inſinuate into a good re- 
port, when otherwiſe the wholeſcope of his life beviti- 
ousandeuill , whatlawdecan hee juſtly merite ? but 
where intirelythe mindeis bent thetevnto , andinfla- 
med with her pulchritnde , ſo thathe perfiſtand helde 
outtherein. As forexample,as heisnotto be termeda 
Taylor 
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Taylor, that onelymendeth his garment, or hea fhoo- 
maker that onely-patcheth his ſhooe, ynleſſche make it 
| hiswhole art, and expoſe himſclfe therevnto, as to- his 
tradeandoccupation: foinlike manner, hetharſtum- 
bleth ypon onegoodattion by chaunce, isnotby and 


by to bedeemed a __ man; buthe onely that doth 
well, and perſiſteth in ſodoing, andas histrade, bee 
wholly occupiedtherein. Foras the minde of the huſ- 
bandman is euervpon cattel], tillage, 'andſuch things 
as belongto his calling,Saylors ypon their ſhips, 8& ſoul. 
diers on the warres, and ſchollers onlearning , ſomuſt 
the whole diſpoſttion and carriage be occupied in Yer- 
-_ , as on the day-ſtarrethatguideth tothe hauen of 
reſt, - 

It isnot therefore one or two good deeds, or ſuch 
things asare done by chaunce-medley , or peraduen- 
ture withouta ſetled minde, that Yerivehonoreth, for 
euery man gocth ſo farjn common honeftie: but when 


the integritie of the heart is ſtirred vp by deuotion to - 


ſtreame outa continualltore of good workes , with a 
mind willingly diſpoſedtherevnto. | 

Neuerthelefſe, ifoureye-ſight and vnderſtanding 
could pierce inward,orthat we had the eyes of Linx, to 
penetratethe ſecrets oftheminde , we mightſee many 
rauening wolues, couered witha ſheepes skinne, and 
the nature of. a cruell and ſapage Tvger lurking in 
ſome, that outwardly carrie a ſemblance of Yeriue, a 
eiuil courſe, &an hypocrite dad withthe niantle of ho- 
neſtie : for ſhee carrieth a generall good liking of all 
men,and (as Pho faith) if ſhe could be viſtbly painted 


out to the eye , cuery one' wonld bee wonderfully 
rauiſhed with her perteRions , and therefore — 
| H ecke 


AA » T* 


Hyoecrifie is 
duaub!c impie- 
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Her, 


ſanRitic, lowely,courtcous,m 
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ſecke to hidetheir vices vnder her ſhadow. and drawe 
the curtaine of pollicie in the portraiture of pictic ; 
forſtand he neuer ſo obſtinate ina deſperate ſtate, and 
bee really. poſſeſt with wickedneſle ., yet in no caſe 
will hee willingly ſeeme to be that. in ſhewe which hee 
is indeed, butlabourto hide it whathe may, and co- 
uerthe ſhame ofcuill with a fimple ſhadow,, if itbe but 
with figge-leaues., and deaurate and. guild ouer his 
ſpottes and ſores with:the tinQure , and dye of holy 
neſſe. Forthe puritie of Yert#e makes men deteſt their 
owne euill., and though Vice breake out, andbe ne-. 
uer.ſo pregnant, yet will they cunningly blindethe opi- 
nion, and flye to her for {uccour :: and albeit theyr 
eyes bee dazeled with the ſplendour of Yertze , and. 
cannotchooſe but admire her beautie, yet.haue they 


no powerto followhcr,but pincaway,and giue herng: 


entertainment, which the Poct well agteth, Yirime laye 
datar ARE ne 
 Ferine ({aith hee) is praiſed of many , but ſhemay 
herby their fire. = >; | 
Theſe are right counterfcites, that haue nothing 
butaclowde or skinne of Yerzze, which ag-a ſlender 
painungs waſhcoff with cuery.dath,, a gloſs, an I- 
mape, that they.keepe ſo longas they haue pleaſure or 
profit thereby : they may wellbe comparedto vaine. 
glorious Women, wh becauſcthey.want beautie, c0+ 
lour their faces with paigting,to getthatby artghatna-. 
me CT Fn * " Gt 
- ,. Yea therebeſome that ſeams the yery Images of 


flaruefor colde before they willtake herin, and warme- 


cſt,humble;their eyes. 
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fixed on theirgraues,their haire ſhorter then their eye- 


browes , as though they were myrrours of religion, ..,, | 
and pictic, and by robbing Yertue of her beſt apparell, —_— 


decke themſelues with the tiabite of honeftic , and 
yet haue nothingwithin butartificiallknauerie, fraud, 
deccit, and hypocricie : for it outwardly ſtretcht to 
ſhewetheyr inwardgood , they then appeareas they 
are , and lay themſelues opentocheyr owne ſhame : 
the touch.ſtone of triall canſoone diſtinguiſh them a- 
right ; © how ſuch ſmoothe fronted hypocrites can 
dally withthe time, andcutout their manners to the 
beſtfaſhions,onely to pleaſe thoſe who meaſure others 
good bytheir owneintegritic, andas long asthe Sun 
ſhines, goebyrheſhadowe of others , but their lighe 


failing , ſooneleauertheirearncſt following , andis ſo 


hotly benein his coldezeale, thatheis nener without a 
boulria his mouth toſhootethrough his ſample neigh- 
bour. I” 'P 
But becauſe I will not be too Cinicall, to anato- 
mize particular imperfeQions , I will bee ſparing : 
I could neuertheleſſe paint out ſome , that as long as 


aine hung on theirprofeſſion, were not ſlacke to oucr- TR_ _ 
_ many ſuc 


take thebeſt men » bur: the wor fe flyding, their meanes cold Chriftiis 


failing, and thegaine they reaped by ſuch their profeſ 
fion decaying , theyr hotte loue to pietic melts away 
like ſhowe beforethe Sunne,and as dogs,turne back to 
their ownevorit. ' So that heereisrthedepth of poli- 
cie , infifting the cartyage to the*humour-of good 
men ,- that tracing the path of counterfeitholyneſſe, 
might gaineboth faugurand aduancement. Foras I 
ſaid ore,if Viceſhould come in her ownſhape,fewe 
ot none would giue her entertainment , and though 
-» 0 & inwardly 


Q 


* falſeanddoubledealingcannocſo 


— 
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_ ly icbraced of ſome, yet outwardly detefted of 
all. © +" | 
Theſe arelike blades that haue painted ſheathes, but 
canker-fret and ruſtic within.; And as the Cameleon 
hath all colours ſauewhite , ſo haue they all parts ſane 
honeſtie. 

The fiſh Polipus (as ſome write)hath thigÞropertie, 
that it canturneitſelfeinto thelikeneflſe ofa ſtone, or 
ſeeme to bethatwhichis nextirt, and ſo vnder colour 
of notſcemingas itis, docth rauen ypponother fiſhes, 
So in like mannerdo calde Chriſtians prey.vppon the 
ſimplicitic of honeſtmindes, and fit themſelues to.all 
companies, If amonggood and vertuous men, then is 
helikethem, ſetting himſelfein'hisbeſtproperrics, and 
ſeeme to haue that which euery honeſt man ought ro 
haue,andſo by that means hidegreat vices vnder a thin 
colour of Yertae, that by ſo fitting his habitto the time 
and place, isfor the humour of euery perſon, and thus 
bycraftiearid diſguiſed diſſimulation;, -liue in outward 
happineſſe,by praying vpon the goodopinion of other 
BICHN., ++ FE {IFE FELL, \'» p 

+. Butas Socrates ſaid toan humble hypocrite, his pride 

mightbeſecnethroughthe rents ofhiscloake : ſo this 

X o be hid , but it 

wil breake outat onerentor other, and dete@ his pilfe- 
rie,according tothechaunge oftimes. 

And albeit rhe/puritie of truth is nothereby any 
whitimpcached,hctng eucraneandthe fame': yet by 
this we mayſcethe nakednes of 01d Adamthatwilatno - 
handappeareasheis.' . _. "= 

Batthisidle ſhewe and falſe appearance,o how dan- 
gerous it isto —— | 
| treacherie . 


-# 


. 
NN 
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treacherieand coſonage, a capitall plague, it is forthe 
wicked tomake ſheweof goodneſſe, and may fitly be 
forted to the Apothicaries painted boxes,that haue no- 
thing within bur poyſon, orſome deadly compound : 
for which the Phariſes were ſharpely reprehended by 
our Sauiour in the Goſpell, and asthe Lorde complat- 
neth by the Prophet, .T hey honour me with their lippes : 
but their hearts are farre from me.” And therefore he isno Vermueisnor 


in vain words: 


good man that canreaſon of Yertscin words, but hee 1; jn cone 
thathath a true poſſeſſion in deed, whereby the conſci- ſcionable 
ence is lead to dealc iuſtly,in a continued courſe of well *%** 
doing : for it isno paine to giue milkie words, ſweete 
tearmes,and make a vaine floriſh of honeſtie, to choake 
the hard opinion, which otherwiſe might iuſtly be im- 
puted: forthisis but vaine-glory, which is cuer gaping 
with open mouth for popular applauſe, fordoing ſome 
thing that hath a ſhew of Yertxe,to get praiſe of the rude 
multitude. 
Andthough by proſperitica man be dignified with 
lorious titles, yet if it ſpring not from Yertnesroote,itis . 
utabaſtard plant,arotten carkaſſe with a paintedskin, 
And howſocuer they mocke the world fora while with 
the badge of honeſtte, yet theall-ſecingeye ofheauen, g,q (car 
to whom darkneſſe is light, perſpicuouſly obſerueth all che:thinto 
their deeds, and will bring themforth cuen as theyare **>=* 
naked and vncouered : Butasſuch fallacies,and dilluſt- 
ens, areincident to:a baſe and ſeruile condition : ſoare 
they euermore abhotred ofan honeſt man. | 
Neuerthelefſe many there be thatbinde themfclues x;;,,;,;.. 
apprentiſeto vniuſt colluſion and fraudulent dealing: come anoc- 
in ſomuch that lyingand falſhood is becomean occu- copations: 
pation, faire and ſmoothe words carry away all their ,, wen, 
H. 3 gaines 
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aines, increaſed by oppreſſion, and by deluding the 

1mple,make bad wares vendible,and that which is cor- 
rupt,vnholſome & naught, (with many proteſtations) 
vtterfor good and excellent, and that atynreaſonable 
ratetoo, Itislawfull for cuery man to maintaine his 
charge,and by his calling in which heis ſet, whichto o- 
mitis worſerthen an Infidell : but with this caution, e= 
uermore profit,muſt go with honeſtic,andnotimmea- 
ſurably carried with greedy affeQis6,to multiply gainby 
vniuſt means; that that is coſcionablygortEis profitable; 
and nothing profitable, thatis diſhoneſt : but to pulla- 
way either by vſurie, extortion, briberie, orfraudelent 
dealing,is repugnantto honeſtic : ortoencrealeacom- 
moditic by an other mans diſcommoditie,ryuethalun- 
der the common fellowſhip of mankinde. Taly hand- 
ling this argument in his offices to his ſonne-<Atarke, 
ſaith; If two runne in a tacegeach one oughttoftriueſo 
muchas hecanto win the prize : butin no caſthemuſt 
not trip hisfellow, keephim back with his hand, orcaſt 
blocks to ſtumble on,forthatis not equal: ſo inlike ſort 
{faith he) while weruna race in this world, its good 
to getthat may ſeruethe turn,in an cquall & iuſtcourſe: 


- buritis neither right, norhoneft, toracke, extort,and 
_ purloyne from other, and by ſetting the conſcience on 
* thetainter-hookes, to riſe vp by his fall. 


Ltb.z offi, | 


It was ordained by the Athenian Lawe, that the 
{cller,. ſhould laie open the faultes of the ware to. the 
buyer, andfeeing he ſelleth, toſell with the beſtaduan- 
eage to him that buyeth, with this orthelikepromul- 
gation, | | | 
Aduexi, expoſui, vendo menm non pluris quam eaterit 
fortaſſe etiam minoris,cum mazor eſt copia,cni fit _— | 

bo cre 
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Here is my ware, I offer it toſcll, I ſell mine for no 
more then other men, perhappes alſo for lefle, ſeeing I 
haue more ſtore, to whom isthe wrong done ? but hee 
that(hould obſeruethis in our dayes, would cither be 
thought amad manarafoole;ſo tarre is this griping co- 
uctouſneſle rooted in the harts of many, that they make 
no conſcience to get gaine; Fas, aut xephas,by hooke or 
crook ſo they may comeby it:ia fo much thatthisgree- 
dic deſire hath caren vp all remorſe of conſcience, that 
laborall day with deccit,andriſe vp early to wealth, by 
the ſpoyle & vndoing of other. O how pleaſant 8 ſweet 
isthe ſauour of gaine toghe carnall man, beirneuer ſo 
iniuriouſly.gotten ! Yeſpaſranthe Emperour, delighted 
ſoin powling and pilling his ſubic&s, thatnothing was 
exempted from his tallage: not ſo muchas the very vrin- 
made in.cuery houſe, buthe hadtributefor a certaine 
quantitie, for which being malignedandill ſpoken of, 
his ſonpe diſſwaded himfrom it, as a thing baſe & dif 
honourable : but putting ſome of the pifling mony.ina yauutul 

erfumednapkin,heldit to his ſonnes noſe, asking him gaine is ſweet 
bow it ſmelt, meaning thereby, that though it was ha —or 
of a filthy excrement, yer-the money ſauoured well 
enough; Seas oder lacriex qualibet , and that gaine-is 
{weete of: whatſocuer itcommeth; . 

AU lying,in making bargaines isvtterly forbidden, 
falſe waits & meaſures abhominable,and wealth gotten 
this way clogs the ſoule : foritis neuer profitable todo 
euil,becaulc it iscuermore hatefall : and becauſe itis al- 
wayes:honeft todeale juſtly, tis euermore profitable. 
No manby the ignorance ofan other,oughtto increaſe 
his owne gaine : and no greater iniuric can be vſed 
amonglt godly Chriſtians, then falſely to mocke the 
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vnderſtanding. Nothing couectouſly, vniuſtly, wrong- 
fully,or waueringly,is fit to be done. - 
Hethatisthertore ſer ypina trade, and hathto deale 
with men in bargaining, muſt be warieleaſt he be carri- 
edinto vnconſcionable getting, and be content with 
a reaſonable gaine without exaQion, for the ignorance 
of the buyer, cannotexcuſe thedeceit of theleller. 
Neuerthelefle,many ſhop-keepers, keep ſmall con- 
ſcience in vtteringtheir ware, theirſhops, ſhops of de- 
ceit, for now almoſtall mencrye out, that there is no- 
thing but coſonage in buying and ſelling,and notwith- 
out cauſe : for letafimple man come-to buyea peeceof 
cloath,or whatother thing he needeth in ſore of their 
ſhops(I willnot ſayall, for no doubt ſome deale honeſt» 
ly) if hee be ignorant and vnskilfull in that hee buy- 
eth,js ſure to pay double the value,oratleaſtwiſe much 
more then itis worth : and yet wil they ſweare and pro- 
teſt,and heape vpa many oathes,that were it niotto him 
he couldnot haue it ſo; and thavitisfarre better then 
the mony he paieth;the buyerthus deceiued,yet thinks 


 himſelfe greatly friended : but ifhe bookes that he ſells, 


and thatthebuyer comes vpon truſt, then ſhall he pay 
well for Inkeand paper, that inthe ende he muſtbuye 
his commoditictwiſe. Yea, ctaftis crept intothebo-. 
ſome of fome, with ſuch Foxe-like ſubtiltie, that they 
laie opentheir ware as nettes, to catch young Gentle- 
men, who hauing good friendsand aſfured poſlibilitie, 
ſhal} hage what he will vpon truſt: prouided his lands 
beboundfor paiment, and folong feedehis humour 
with coyneand commodities, that they crecpatlaſtin- 
to his whole polleſſions. LEIRLSE 14 

A ran muſt notonely vie alawfull trade; but alſo 


vic 
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vſe it lawfully, withoutdeceit, and though itbenever 
ſo baſe, yetiffollowed with diligence, will maintaine 
his eſtate honeſtly,ſo be it that he alyaies keepe within: 
the effenciall properties thereof: yetthere be ſome that | 
haueſuch wandring wittes and ſhittle heads,that neuer '1 
reſt til-they haueaſlaiedall meanes, leauethelimits of 

their calling, and runneinto by courſes, and citherfall 
intoaloytering life, orattemptthat wherein they haue 

noskill, whereby their follies many timesare made ma- 

nifeſt tothe world; for none can iudgeofan Art,but he 

that isan Artizan, hereby bindring his neighbour,who 

bath fittedhimſelfe to it by experience, deluding the 
common-wealth, and offending the lawe. Appellesrule | 
is quite forgot ; Ne ſator, vitra crepidam, The ſhomaker The painter 


muſt notgoe beyond his latchet,the plowman meddle me ong 


1n matters of Art, norſchollers teach Cor taon to holde that it is now 
theplough, but cuery man.to keepe within the.com-. forgouen. 


aſle of his owne $kill, and. not like. wilde coultes to 

reakeinto other mens paſtures : But many bulie fel. 

lowes that haue ſhort armes;, yet will claſpe many 

things, iuppoling thatto enterpriſe is ſufficient to exe= 

cute, and;that.to, beginne is onely inough , though 

theynevermakeanend, and thruſt into many trades, 

and heapeonethingvpon an other , in ſomuchthatit 

often f, hou; arkoins Solicitus circa mnlta, buſted 1 

in many things,prone ynfit for anything : letthewnum 1. | 

', _  thenbepreferredthattycthaman in compaſſcof good neceflaric. | 
abilicie. Foras a ſwift currant, running inonekilLis very 
forcible,but if denided into ſmall angles is leſſepower- 
full : ſoinlikecaſe ſolong as a man holdeth outinthat 
hee was brought vpin, itis cffeuall, butif.hee once 

' ſtragele andſcatterinto averArs, doth vieath imo 

en 
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ken and diſable himſclfe, and is vnfit for any notable 
enterpriſe, and by leauing his peculiar trade, is poſ- 
ſeſt with ſuch a oe difcontent, as hee repinertrar 
the proſperitic of his neighbour, which is the fruite of 


 EnuUy. © 


So ſaid old: 
Father Lati- 
MiCTs 


Threethings 
intendedin 
po] icic , 


vie that for which 


Others there be ſo Iuskiſh and idle, that though 
they haue both meanes, ſtrength and abilitie, yer will 
follow none atall, but be better content with- hunger 
andeaſe, then labourandprofite, orclſe by ynlawtull 
ſhifts come to a ſhamefull ende : but asthe grippleneſle 
of the one is to beauoyded, ſothe ſecuritie of 6 other 
js tobe hated. It is meere that eucry man follow his 
owneyocation,and being ordainedfor one thing, not 
tofall into an other: If fit for one, to holdethar, and 
ſecke no other : jfaptfor pollicie, to leaue the Mini- 
ſtric : if fit for the plough, to leaue the Pulpit, and 
at-for w ee is'riioft pregnamt- :- far one.of 
theſe require a whole tian; andinortliclcaſt par of 
a matt, | Tn 4 
Threethings vphold a Monarchie in peace &tran- 
_ e, Scil: tu ſupplex,ora,ta protege, tuquelabora, Pray 
thou, defendthou, and labor HT: hte 3 imploythe 
happineſſe of cery ſtare, thefirſtthe Ecclefiaſticall dif. 
cipline : the ſecond, the politique ſtate : and thethird; 
the ſtate fubingate : ſo thatby theſe, &intheſe,a peace. 
able gouernmentis maintained - and theſe are the im-. 
ployinehts of the particulars niembers of a politique 
bodice, within thelimits of which;cycry one muſtkeepe | 
and cohtzine himſelfe, " 

Bur if any man fall into extrauagant courſes, hee 
flippeth intothoſe euilsrhar flowefromthe complexi- 
oft of nature. Wee ſechowe many are raptyp with 
$5 greedie 
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greedic defire of getting, and neuerſatisfied with that 
they haue, or can come too, cyther by violent extortis, 
brabling ſuites, and vniuſt vexations, that they had ra- 
ther ſpend ten poundin lawe to feed the malice of the 
mind abroad,then by looſing ten pence, to haue itqui- 
etly cndedat home. 

Iand now adayes ſomeare fo madde & brain-licke, 


that they fall together by the cares for the valucof a - 


ſtrawe, and make hard ſhift though they be neuer (o 
oore, but they will be Termers, and trotto Weſtmin- 
erthree or foure times a yeare,though their wiuesand 

children begge inthe meane while : and what get they 

inthe endattertheirlong ſuites, ſau a flap with a Foxc. 
taile (as the ſaying.is) and come home by Need-ham 
crofle, and fooles acre;then cryerthey our, might ouer- 

comes right, would Ihad knowne thus much before, a 

vengeance cakethe lawiers, [Lam vndone: they weepe, 

the lawicrs laugh, and the diuels ſings. The common- 
wealth is asa den of controuerfies,a man cannot brooke 

a pettie wrong, butby & by heruns toſome make-bate 

ſome petty fogger,who no doubtis forward enough to 

put fiertotowe,and the bellowes to blow the coales of 


If it were not 


for ſome ho- 


nourable well 
quallified,and 


conſcionable 
Lawiers,the 
gencrativn of 


contentions: filling the head with quirkes 8 quiddits, Fogge, 
who being hote betforezis now of alight ficrtill hebe in wou'dears 


law,the world ſhallnordiſſyade him. Lawiers ſwarme 


out the bow. 
elle: of the 


asthick in England, as frogs in Egipt, they norifh ſtrifes, commen- 
beate downe charitie, andpurchaſe to themſclucs great veal 


inhcricance by the difcords of brabling clyents. 

 Againe,ſomeforapriuate gaine, will murmurata 
common good, and rather with a dearth to benefite 
ſome fewe, then a plentic, that may bring profitall: 
if they haue ſtore of corne, my had rather —_ - 
| 2 i 
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ftill in theirbarnes,till it be muſtieand naught, orfuffer 
vermine to ſpoile it, in hope of an exceſſiueprice, then 
by bringing it out in duetime , to haue a reaſonable 
gaine;andthisisa true experiment, that ſuch moathes 
are ſoauaricious and couetous , that they had rather 
keepe their graine till it be corruptand foiſtie at home, 
orſendit to our enemies abroad,to ſtarue and weaken 
ourowneſtate, then torelicue their bretheren with the 
crop of their encreaſe, Certainly though they would 
ſeeme Chriſtians, and men of good ſpirits, yetare they 
not equall , no nor any whit comparabletothe Hea- 
then , fith they thought nothing too deare for their 
countrey, neither life, g90ds, norany thing elſe, and 
theſethinkeall too much, be it neuerſolittle, Andto 
what end ſerueth this greedie deſire of gaine, but to 
make —_—_—_ the ſonne, march before the cormo. 
rant his fatherin ſome worldly pompe, and to couer 
his fine daughter $i6 , with Copweb-lawne to catch 
butterflyes : this is not the high-way to honour, | 
Weſeethatplaine Corydon,-that hath ho more wit 
Every wifers Fen to knowethe price of Sattin and Veluet, and toies 
ſon muſt bea to make him foole-fine, cannot be contentto hold the 
gentleman. nlgugh, and beone of thoſe Aratores optimos cines Rejp - 
good common-wealths men, keepe hoſpitalitie , and 
ſpend hisreuenewes moderately, and doogood in the - 
place where he dwells: but being crept vpto wealth by 
the death of his miſerable otde father, muſt inſtantly be 
dubd a gentleman of the firft head,and purchaſearmes, . 
though it beata deare rate, and beeaſmoakiegallantin - 
youth,though he beg his bread inage,and laſhonr thar - 
riotouſly, that his father got miſerly ; and'asone well 
faith, tedding thatwitha forke inone yeare , that was 
not ; 
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" not gathered together witha rake in twentie, And this 
iumpeth with that whichis affirmed before ,' that the 
goods ofa wretched miſer holdeth nat long together, 
but as it hath bene badly gotten, ſotis as leaudly ſpent. 
He is now of no eſteeme vnleſſe heebecut of the taſhi- 
on, andcanſwaggerand braue itont, ſweare himſelfe 
| into ſmoake with pure refined oathes,and fuſtion pro- 
teſtations, take Tabacco witha whitfe, and be odly hu- 
morous., And in nocaſe it muſtnot be forgotten he isa 
Gentleman ; and thereforetoſhun the ſtab, you muſt 
rar a ſacke-full of worſhipfull titles ts coole his 
loud, when (God wot) his grandfather would haue 
bene gladof acruſt of browne bread : but what ſhould 
he be toucht with baſe birth or bad life 2 is he not now 
2 Gentleman,and hath wherewithall to hold it vp 7 but 
ſuch generoſitie is like a copper Ring new guilt ouer, 

that wareth off with the jeaſtperſecution. 

Now theſe cannot truly ſay that the honour of their Fortuna fa- 
| houſe did firſtriſe in them,or that true gentilitic is deri-.#e: fatwo,, 
4s B nedoutoftheirloines to ſucceſſion ,. becauſe they are 

neither poſſeſt with any notable Vertue, nor created 
noble by accident, buthaue onely alittle pelfe, which 
with ſwallow-wings , is flying away as faft as their rio- 
tous courſe cart lay it on, . tel 
| Yetwilltheirinſolence arrogate to themſelues ho- 


nour , as though it ſtood onely in riches and worldly 

oloty , and mhany vaine titles will they plucke by vio» Honouredig- 

þ lence from the rude world : for ſimple ignorancegi» 2*anee 

| ueth humble reuerenceto wealth and a gay coate: but 
though bytlie curtefte of wiſe merry,” and ſimplicitieof 
fooles , they haue manyfairetitles, yet let them not 
thinke they areany whitthe __ honourable, _ 
4 ot 4 cy 
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they have the temperance of the minde & body before 

remembred, | | 
We hauchere in common vſeto buy and ſell, diuers 

peeces of filuerand gold , which paſſeth/from man to 


manas good payment,ſo long as the mettall be currant, 


and thePrinces ſtampevpon it : but if we findea peece 
counterfeit, and the true ſtampeſet vpon baſe mettall, 
wepreſently naile it toa poſt, and wiſh the coiner han- 
ged,ſo thatall the eſtimation is inthe mertall;and not in 
the print : ſa in likemanner, thougha man beneuer ſo 
rich, &neuer ſo highly aduanced, yet if Yertze hath not 
framed him fit forthoſe places, wiſe, affable, temperate, 
but fooliſh,malicious, and yainglorious,he isno other« 
wiſe, butastheprintof honour, ſetvpon baſe bullion, 
and{ocommits horrible treaſonagainſtthe maicſtic of 
Fertue. | 

There bee ſomethat huntafter honour, and ſome 
that be hunted after by honour: touching the firſt, they 
are ſuch as by bribes or double diligence creepe into a 
place or office of preferment, and neuer reſt nightnor 
day, till by money & friendſhip they havegotira hun- 
grie cyctoſpycout, 'andan impudent facetothruſt in, 
and beeing warmely ſeated, ſtrout yp and downe with 
{wellingtermes , asif they hadriſen by(Comedegreeof 
Yertue, The other ſortareſoughtafter by honour, and 
they bee ſuch that Yerexe frameth fit for that purpole, 
that firſt growe excellent in ſomehigh deſert, for theſe 
begno place, norfoiſtinto office, butif it come, they 
vnwillingly holdit, and be no whit the more puftvpin 
opinjon , but iuftly.cxerciſe the:ſame, not ſo much 
for theyr owne priuate gaine , as for the-generall 


good. | | 
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Liberalitieisx mediocriticingi tuing benefites, the x;peralive is 
bloud and ſtrength of ſciences, aYtrrme diuine; and to the artires, 
ſpeake briefly c her properties, ficſtand chiefly a I 
rall'man is ready to reward honeſty, his friends alliance, aing,andibe 
andſuch areneare him, toſuccour orphanes, widowes, world: Para- 
beſtowe poore maidensi in marriageandraiſe vp foun- ©" 
dations, and menddeea ed: ſituures, forthe good of 
poſteritie,&is ſtilloccuf i ſuck memorable works: 
and he isonely afranke than, thar diftribiiteth his ſub- 
ſtance meaſurably,and whete iti is fit, and muſt conſider 
ro whom he ſhouldgiue', that is, to the needie;how 
much?. according tohisewne abilitie; [') qerhebrher 
neeceſſitic 2and when? infeafon andifi Forli- 
beralitie reftethnor onelypin the qua A GiCaPah hone 
giuen,bur inttienaturalldiſpofition of the giuer. Ang 
this is one of the chiefeſpeciesof Tuſtice, kg ors the 
worthines of the peyſdnin eonſidering His oy 
forif pifts followe not Fertue/, it is'x'" arage- 
ment to her followers : nothing is liberal but that CI 
whichisiuft , which istheground of all; for Tuſtice'is good man. 
cuery Vertue, if herſhoul bowedtowne with 
want, toberaiſedy capa ifts:f6tthereis no 
Vertue, but toomuch miſerie deſtidyetl :Inſo much 
that ifamanbeasprudent as C/o), as iuſtag Caanhur, 
as magnanimious4s Scipio, anda terperate as Curias, 
yet neuertheleſſe;;if theſe vertues bee not cftſbones | 
cheriſhed by y beneuolence;they willſ6onefaint,gtowe | 
feeble,and be daumed. 7ollegloriz owpiditarim, & omne Ofor, bb.1. 
w virtats extiugues ; ſaith one. Take away the 
defire of glotic , and all ſtudic of Yertee is vttcrly 
extinQ : fortrue-it is, that no maneythtrforhis = | 
uate. "_—_— orcommonprofir, wilapply the ini 
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'v p his poore dying life. Agaiar,who would bend hime 
ſelfe to Art,Science,Facultic,or any kinde of learning, 


alytotheyertuous.. {uo 
So.that a franke minde dothas well march before 
andleadetheway.to Yertue , as nouriſh. her in whom 
ſheisfirſtſer. The ſubRange ofarigh man is not ſotobe 
ſhutyprharliberalitiecannotopen it, nor ſo yaldcked 
to lyeabroad tor every body, buta meaſine tobckept, 
which muſt bee referredtoabilitie :: for as itisnot'the 
part ofaliberallman whrtonpiachingend aiagancy 
asto wkh.holdfrom good duvie, ſo.is he prodigall that 
ſpendeth his faculeirs yponflagitious and vile perſons, 
| | or 
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orypon bad andleaudcourſes, but onely where there 
ly of Yerize preſent , oran introduQiontoa fu- 
 turchoneſtic: for the imployment ofmoney isnotho= 
neſt, vnlcfle it beto ſotne good end, neither is hea wiſe 
man that is ſo foole-large in diſtributing his goods, to 
waſte his patrimomie, eſpecially ypon ſuch vaine things 
whereofa ſhort memorie or none atalldoth remaine, 
neceſſitic not prouoking, norſhewe of honeſtic indu- 
cing : ſuch vnaduaned miſpence bringeth nought but 
ignominicand ſhame : forwhat creditisitforaman to 
laſh out his mony in feaſts, playes, huntings, hawkings, 
and ſuch vaine ſports that ſoone vaniſh? Itisthe grea» 
teſt folly that may bee, that the thing thata man doth 
whichis honeſt,to endeuouritmay no longerbedone: 
forasa wiſe man omitteth not to do g Neathnes 
ſo hee victh the matter with ſuch moderation , that 
he keepeth aſtore by himto helpe with when occaſion 
is offered. | 

How infamous writers is Comodus , Ners, 
Caligula, Heliogabains, and otherlike monſters,, which 
exhauſted anddeuouredinfinitetreaſures in banquets, Prodigaliies 
brothel-houſes,and fuch abhominations, was this libe- ***##7 
ralitie*ſhal they notſuffer reproach to the worlds end? 
and ſhall notall prodigallſpend-thrifts, that waſtfully 
conſumetheir wealth , bepartakers ofthe like ſhame ? 
Surely yes , when they are not transferred with the 
rule of meaſure, to doothat which they may continue 
todo,andfiththey haue meanes todo good, toraiſe vp 
a happie memorie by dedicating theyr beneuolenceto 

eritie: and this was the cauſe ourauntients ſet forth 
the piure ofa Gentleman withhis hands open, to fig- 
nific that liberalitie was the honour of a —_ 

K an 
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and that togiue wasalwayes heroicall. 
Now whataduantage then hath arich man,thatby 
rewards may purchaſe immorrlitic , and-outſtrip.the 
furic of Vicewith;good workes? if ſo be heeabandon 
vaine glory,and dothithe doeth with finceritie. 
Froma good man, gifts paſſe withafree donation, 
notlooking backeforrequitall,norblowing the trump 


when he giuethalmes: yertcan weenotſay , but grati-. 


tude asahand=maide, is cuer atrendant; forthough a 
oremancannot acquiteagaine in meaſure, yet is he 
forced, will hee,nill hee,toconfefſeadebtbeyond mea- 


ſure; fora good mind doth alwayesremuneratea good 


rurnc, | 
Benefaita male locata gualeſafiaarbitro, 


Good deeds miſplaced, becomecuill deeds. 


So that it isa great decay of Yertue,when the merits 


ofthe yertuousare cardleſly ouer-paſſed, for when men 
areleddeby paſſion, not by reaſon, many worthy ſpi- 
rits run out theirliues vnprofitably,conſume theirdates 
in condolement, and repent thetime ſpentin ſcience, 
when they might haue gotten ſome adulterous trade. 
Now Iſay when Yert#edoth knockeat the dooreof li- 
beralitie,and can haue noentrance, namaruell though 
ſhe be frozen with colde, & goe a begging from:doore 
todoore : but the iniquitie ofthe time hatcheth many 
euils in aduancing where Yertzedoth not merit,in rat- 
ſing vpſuchasare voyd ofall good parts. Now whe no- 
table imploymens are vnworthily beſtowed, and giuen 
by corruptio,the powerof7ertve muſt needs be weake- 
nedand growecolde,and be fecbleas the Orator ſaith; 


Male. 
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Mall enim ſe res habet, tumquod virtme effici debet, id Offc.tb,2, 

tentat ur pecunia. The matter(laith he)cannorgoe well, 

whenthe fame that ſhould be wroughtby Yerthe; is ac- 

compliſhed by money; this ouercurnethall;forno man 

will willingly embrace her, if ſhcebringnoaduance- 

ment : ſothatinthistherelyeth a two-foldemiſchiefe, 

one in the-diuſcouraging of learning , the other: the 

corruption;fot hethat buyeth anofficemuſtcnceds ſell 

itagaine, and by cxtortion'-wring the eanſciencewith 

iniuſtice : and therefore Cato would thatno oldeofit 

cer ſhould beremovedill hedye;, or forfomenotable omcers 

crime; For (laith hee) new.officers ateiathungriefles; ſougbt for 

that neuet leaue ſuckingrtilltheis belliesbefull,nihitreqs "fe 

the old ones beingful before;ſacke more faintly, forhat 

the oftner they are chaunged, the more dothey gnawe 

and ſting the Common-wealth : andyet whatisxmore 

common then buying andſelling of offices?for there:is 

almoſt, nowa Baics,no office;butis btuught,Gld,&offe. 

red to him that wil give moſt5:as a bahikeroutlſelles his - *- 

goods: for ihe can butnickhornnize his namein ſome 

ordinary. fas prrile,he may ſtepvpto.dignitie:Nagenn Foy. ad 

& forma Regiuapernniadonat, thoughhe waritallgoad nn, 

properti6s& intelligible parts. Ifa hungryflye;aſmatees 

rer,cither top enuy ofthepartie thatisalreadypoſleſt 6f f7uner) fyes 

ſomeoffice;ortoſatifichis deſire of priuategaineg(for "OT 

C by this t ſhalbe beſt knowne)do ſeckevniufilyroaſpire 
bycrowding and weeſting the otheromAcahercin [2+ 

labour, Ommibainiriabcy dirbandgadireGendns, it 

may wel bethoughthe hath openedthe gate ofinis c0- 

Y- ſeiece,to corrapt&falſe ienlingeAmditherforetfamibe 

nothwfully called; tisapointofwildam toſtay&haue 
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preſent ſtate, vntill the vacancie of a place ſhall impor 
tunc himtomakeſute. .' | SHY 

Butitoften otherwiſe commeth to paſſe, that mo< 

ney and-countenance can.promote men of no deſert 

to preferment: for inſtance, one whoſe braine is all 

mudde , -that neuer put hisaſſe-head into the Accade- 

mic, little wit, andleſſe honeftic, may notwithſtanding 

climbe vp to office,and be highly feared, ſo that he fing 

Fglo,z, Freetcly with Menalces : Aurea mala decerm miſt cras altes 

ra mittam. | 

| Andabaſc ſtigmaticall Thraſo, Fex pepuli, the ſcum 
andidreggesofthe people, that hath no commendable 
qualitic, as meanesto infinuate into fauour, but garru- 

lous: pratling,vnworthy chaſte cares : yetſhallhe want 
nocountenance,ifſobehe can but Ars adulandi,to feed 

the flambe of wickedneſle, with the fuell of ſinfull fop- 


IC. : rs | | 

Vieerides on wD And thus ſhall Vice be animatedand borne out, be 

horſebacke, jr neuer ſobrutiſhand vnciuill, and be hugdinthebo. 

"faine cotror ome of charitic, when a man honeſt, if poore, ſhallbee 
on foetbacke. ſcarce knowne of his neighbours, much leſſe haue an 

- meaſurableallowance, O pittifull caſe when Viee ſhall 

be exalted; wickedneſſe loued, andgodlinefſchated } 

' - Henceitisſo manydaungpersariſe, whenthe meedeof [ 

Yertveis ingratitude, and ſo many good wits iniuredin 

the juſtice of their merit, | ay fycophantsand flatte- 

rers , are not onely heerebydiftraed'in their ſtudies, 


anddiſmayedtop , butwhichis worſe, ſogreat 
diſcontentmentbreed, that they often prouec diſloyall, 


reuolt from obedience, andeytherfallinto diſhoneſt 
ſhifts at home,orbadatchicuementsabroad: thruſting | 
their weapons intothe bowelsoftheirmothers, _ 
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by open praQiſfes, or ſecret conſpiracies. When with | 
bribery and collatorall praQiſes., men ofno gifts leape | 4| 
vp to preferment;& though they be neuer ſo weake and | {| 
fimplein iudgement,yet wil dare'(being thus lifted vp) nz 
to cenſare cuery man, as they were not meanly ſighted | 
in the deepeſt things,and by a malicious rageare readie The ignoranc | 
tocontrowle qthers doings, whe to back their carping *&<milt | 
tongues, putoha ſtperficiallhabir of learning, whereas | 
they benearly toucht, they appeare nothingelſe bur + 
empric bagges,ſtuft with vain-glory, Nomine gramatice | 
xe Barbari, & ſeeke what they canto barre the vertuous 
of theiriuſt reward, and darken their good names with 
fcandalles, that the memorie of their labours may die. 
Thus when good deſertsarenegledted, liberalitic for- 
gotten, andthe bad countenanced, the common ſtate 
15 in greathazard: but this is that iron age Owid ſpeakes Fenea a4, 
of, wherein Fertweſhould finde cold comfort, and paſſe 
from doore todoore vnregarded : which preſcienceof 
the Poct was neuer more verified th& in theſelaſtrimes: 
for neuer was this ſweetharmony of nature; the eye of 
world, the miſtris of reaſon, __—_ amongſt men 
then now; for ſomeare puft vp with pride & violence, 
thatthey had rather burye their coyne with Excho in 
Plautws, then infpart4inytefor the incouragement of 
taudable Sciences : info muchas this colde denotion,. 
| _— many to leaue trading for ſo excellent a Ic- 
And'notonly Couetouſneſle isan obſtacle andlet: 
therevnto: burPride, Pride,diuelliſh Pride,is crept in- 
toallſtares, every man is fallen in lone with himſelfe, 
either ofhis perſon-or apparell, hisqualliticsare ſo cx- 
cellent in his owne OE wite will beas: 
ER 02 b'K'3 wh 
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trim as a gentlewoman, andeyeryone ſtudious to deck 
themſclues in braueric , whentheir mannets are outof 
all good order ; like the Muſition that is very carcfull 
of his ſtrings in tune, and lethis manners be ſtill out 
of order, the minde is ſer vpon faſhions, fangles,&gaw- 
iſh cloathes,, now one, and then another, neuter con- 


 tentlong with madeſtand ſoberattire, ittstoomeane, 


t00 baſe, too beggerly : for now he or ſhethatcan- pur 
themſelues into amonſtrousfaſhion, aſingular habir, 
and be ſtraungely dreſt vp,, arejntheyr owne opinion 
very gallant, butin the iudgement of wiſe menthey are 
buta blownebladder,painted ouerwith many colours, 
ſuft full of pride and enuieithebrauerie without,ſhew- 
eththearrogancie within;forastherce is no fire without 
ſmoake,nor no viſible griefe,butan inward feſtcring, ſo 
in whom ſo cuer fuch badges of vaniticappcares, it isa 
ſure tokenthereisa ſtinking puddle of vaurglory with« 
in. Some 1uggletheyr lands into gay.appardl, aridelap; 
itvpinaſmall roome , that containedagreatcicuite, 
and holde ita point of pollicie;;-to-put theirlands: into 
two orthreetruncks of new cloathes,thatweerjng their 
lands on their hacksthey may ſee thatno (tripnar waſt 
be donebycheirtenants: butwhenthey wooldIuggle 
backward theircloaths into pI 39a and wela- 
daythey areſo thredbare &outatth'ebows, that they 
will not match the foxgmeryalucyandiſos dubd Sir-Johw 
Hadland,a knight of pennyleſſebench; Thus to make 
Idolls of their carkaſſes forawhile,, 'begger theyzſelues 
foreuer. And many ſuch baſe peſantsthathaue witlalle 
wealth,or wealth without wit,are puftvp with ſuch pre- 
ſuming thoughts, as theyambitiouſly me th ficko vp: 
themſclues in coſtlyſuites, ang cpuct$o mateh,/ nay'to: 
exceed men of good worthand place : but this is m 
ne 
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nedto ſuch high mindes, thatwhen they arecrept vp 
ro the toppe of ſuch brauerie, they often fall ro great 
ſhame, being the firſt ſteppe tothe downe-fall of beg- 
eric : but howlocuer they incroach into vaine-glori- 
ous tytles, yet wiſe men meaſure all eſtates by their ver-- 
tuces, notby pompeand outward brauery, and deſpiſe 
not himwhome birth, time, place, or office, maketh 
worthie of ſuch coſtly ornaments, but holde itlawfull 
and.commendable to fit their degrees in apparrell, an: 
ſwerable totheir callings : but if we ſhould entcrinto 
the intollerable abuſe of Pride,. wee might paint out 
ſome that aredying theyr faces with painting, to be 
more louely and amiable, and ſtretch their wits aboue 
Elato bethe originall of ſome new toye : but who is ſo 
fooliſh to countthem the fairer for that ? but rather the 
fowler : forthat face that is ſlubbred 8&ſtarched with ſo 
many ointments & dregs, is more likera ſore & ſcurffe, 
thena naturallface : God hath giuen the face,and thou p,jnted faces 
defileſtit with myre8& dirt ; wouldft thou be faire,to be abbominable. 
moreamiable?why,filence,fobrictie,chaſtity,are bean- 
tifull ornaments,and richer then any.orient pearle, and 
with wiſemen more ineftimable :- but indeede if thou 
wouldeſt inticethe eyes of them that behold thee,nou- 
riſhluſtin young men,and drawethem after thee,then 
this is the way : butin my opinion, itis impoſſible for 
theeto geta good & vertuous husband with who thou 
maiſtliue quietly &wel,by ſmering thy viſage: for whe 
he ſecth that thy face was hen foriſhtouer,he ſhall finde 
thee a deceitfull crocodile, and ſo loatheand hate thee 
- moreafterward,then cuer heloued thee before: 

| Now-what are theſe thus patchtvp by their owne 
f workmanſhip,;but theleaſt part of theſclues: they canot 


'1 becotent to be as God madethem, butas though they- 
| were- 
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were hudled vp in haſte, and ſent into the world not 
fully finiſhed:and tothis end ſerue their drugs, balmes, 


| The diuelithe OYNUNCNts, paintings, Lac virgins,c7 certere quidnon ? 
inucaterof TO mend thelcaſt moteamiſle : tye vp0 theſe frownſing 


ſtarch,po- 
king tickes, 
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Irons, poking ſtickes, perriwigs, embroided fore-tops, 
&c. which are allan euident token of that filthy ken- 
nellof mudde wherwith they are poſleft : for what is 
allthis butto impeach the Creator, and diſable the all 
omnipotent workemanſhip of nature ? for when th 
haue done what they can,they paint but a muddy wall, 
and ſctagloſſe ypon a counterfeit : for though they 
ſhould bathe themſelues in milke every day , as Cleops- 
tra,yct will they cryc out with 0#id, lam meos uniitue Rue 
24 ſemiltserat. | 
And onertaken with time , the viſage will bee 
wrinckled,rugged, and hard-fauoured, andthe whole 
body crooked, infirme, weake, and bent downeward, 
and forcethem, maugertheirheads, to behold theyr 
graues, wherevnderaclod, they and theyr gay cloutes 
muſt bee buried ; the remembrance whereof ſhould 
make them vaile their plumes,and turne prideto humi- 
litie:but theabundancethey wallow in, like Epicures, 
drownethe mindein ſenſualitie , choake vp thevnder- 
ſanding , and keepesitbackefrom the contemplation 
of future happineſſe, And nctwithſtanding they are 
ſorich andſumptuouſly arrayed, and carrie ſo much 
golde about theyr neckes , and ſo hung with coftly 
Iewels , yet will denie to giueahalfe-penny to them 
that baue neede : © ſtonic heart | that canſufferthe 
pooretobein want, yea dye for hunger, and thouſtuft 
ful ofdelicates,cloathedin filkesand fine garments,and 
let them lyenakedinthe ſtreetes : or if the cnn 
neccſlitie 
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neceſſiticofſome poore Lazarw moue compunRion, 
to giueanalmes,it muſt be done in the eie of the world, 
and ſet downe in capitall Letters, and commended to 
poſteritie,as a worke of eternal memorie, In like maner 


if we deſcend lower,we ſhallſce Prideruffle in baſe Ru. xy 
ſtickes, for euery one wil be inthe faſhion, howſocuer Tapiteror 
they comeby it, the ſeruant cannotbe knowne from .\. 
the Maiſter, the maide from the Miſtris, norſcarceany Gentleman. 


mans eſtate diſtinguiſht by his apparell; but cuery ſlo- 
uenly ſeruingman, and greafie ſcrape-trencher will ex= 
ceedethe boundes of his calling, and creepe into ac- 
quaintance with veluet,ſattin,and ſuch coſtly ſtuſe,too 
high Iwiſle for theirlowe cſtate, and laie all they can 
rap andrend on their backes, in ſwaggeringand vaine 
apparel, toſeeme acloutof lowſie gentilitie, that pro« 
uing bankerouts in youth, are faine to weare ragges 
 Inage, And cuery Countrey>wench that hath but 
foure nobles a yeare and ſhiftes, muſt betrimly tricke 
yp like mayde Marryan in a Morrice daunce, and her 
ruffes ſet aboue the common ſize, and bee in the fa- 
ſhion, though ſhe get it with ſhiftes, but the ſhifts that 
_— herlaugh, ſendes her often home by weeping 
crolle, | 
But itis vndoubtedlytrue , thatſach asare fo curi- 
ous, to dight vpthemſelues in quaint attire, forget to 
adorne the minde with humilitie, modeſtie, ſhame- 
faſtnefle, and ſuche feminine vertues as becommeth 
theyr ſexe, and vtterly omit to decketheſoule withthe 
{parkeling Icmmes of ſober-beſeeming qualities.Con- 
ider what youarc, and whereto you muſt, a painted 
poſt doth butdeceiuethe eye, andapainted bodie the 
ſoule. Is thereanew —_ out? bethouthen - - 
| J1I 
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firſt toput it downe, follow not the guiſe ofthe world, 
bur ſecke for thoſe virgine vertues that will make you 
liueadmired,asa wiſe and ſober matron; for the vanitie 
ofapparell ſhewes the lightneſfle of the heart, and the 
very badge of inconſtancie, whe many femaleſerpents 
lyein waite to deceiue young wits with traines of loue, 


to intrap theſoule, that tender youth may make anna- 
tomie of miſcric by their owne woes. 

A beautifull ſtrumperisan Adamant that drawes,a 
Panther thatallures,and of the nature of quicke.filuer : 
foras this mettall doth mingle it ſelte with gold where- 
ſocuer they meete : ſo they owes nothing ina man 


but money,andon that ſet theirloue, and ptize wealth 


beforeany internall Yertve. For as'they area painted 
continent of flatterie, the Image of inconſtancie, and 
the cabanet of cuill --ſo the habitation of ſuch ſcorpi= 
ons, is likened to hell, Notes atque dies patet atri Ianua 
ditis » night and daythe gates ftandopento receiue all 
commers,and by their ſweete wordsand looſemaners, 
drawe ſoulesto Gehenne, Theſciette with heads aloft, 
hung with rich abilliments, coſtly Tewels, and braue 
attire, when fetters for their feet, and manacles fortheir 
hands, were moreſecmlier for ſuch ſhamelefle Curti- 

Zans. | £ 
Theſeare asbaites to:take men,as hookes do fifhes, 
andas Hiera, flattereth when ſhee meanerh to kill, and 
the Crocodile weepe when ſhe pretends murder:fodo 
they imbrace their. louer with adaggerin his boſome, 
and feede him with ſweete words, wanton toyes till 
they bring him into fooles paradize : but when the 
ſtorms ofaduerſitic begin to flow,theirloue doth _ 
and 
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and whe my yong nouiſe his purſe is dricd vp,the great 
ſhew of loue doth abate : And therfore theſe mermaids 
may be fitly compared to glorious flowers, that hauc 
ſtinking ſmels,puft vp with pompe &lightneſſe,and c6. 
taine nothing within but deceitand treachery : inſight 
louely & ſaucrous: butin taſt moſt deadly 8& venimous, 
O vaine mind! that buildft thy reſt vpon ſinful ſporr, 
and makeſt ſhipwracke of chaſtitie for gaine,as though 
there were no God, oratleaſt that he wereidleand did 
not regard the action of men : ſhall they not one day 
they knowenot how ſoone, be conuented beforc his 
ſeat,and giueaccount for euery idle word? much more 
for pride,couctouſheſfle,whoredome, and ſuch like ab- 
hominable deeds: and being conuiced by theirowne 
colcience,wil they notbedanted at the wofulſenrence, 
Goe ye curſed ? &c. no doubtyes, their courage will 
quaile,8 their pride abate :filthic ſports & ſweet finnes 
areſhort and ſoone vade: but the guiltineſſe tarrieth ſtil 
behind.and clogs the ſouleto eternall deſtruction.” 
Againe, by riches is corrupted the Iudgement with 
partiallitie; for doth notthe vaine world valuea man by 
mony,by the outfide notrhe in{ide;and iudge him rich 
if poſſeſt with ſome worldly honour ? For let apoore 
man be neuer ſo honeſt, wiſe,temperate, and his minde 
neuerſo beautifull, yetifhis backe be poore, in want, 
need, and outof faſhion, and hath neither money nor 
friends,he ſhall haue Tom Drums entertainment : S/ ni- 
hilattulers, ibis Home foras , Why money is the ſinewes, 
thebloud, and ſouleof man, without which all isno- 
thing be itneuerſo excellent : for vnleſſe the purſe be 
well lyndewith crownes, neither Science, cunning, 


Art, honcſtie, orany Vertue, panes toaduance 
2 to 
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to dignitic (without ſome mechanicall indeuour) for 
gold maketh a way to cuery thing, yea and opencththe 
gates of hell as the Poet ſaith : 


Omnu enim ves, 
Virtus, fama,decus dinina humanagque pulchris 
Dinitys parent : quas qui conſtruxerit, ille 
Hor.um ſer- Clarws erit forts, ſapiens,etiam & Rex : 
mon, ti,2, Et quicquid volet hoc wvelntivirtute paratuns: 
Sperauit magne laudi fore. 


Sothata man hath all theſe properties in the vaine 
opini6 of the world,if ſo be he be rich, but if poore,not- 
withſtanding he be ſtored with goodvertues, yet is he 
not reputedas heis: hath he mony? yea: is herich,and 
hath he great poſſeſſions ?. yea: why thElethim be ho. 
noured, and deemed vertuous, gratious, and what hee 
will,though in truth and veritic he benorſo norſo, A- 
eaine, is he beggerly, hath he no money nor meanes 2 
why then let him packe and walkealong, no penny,no 
Pater nofter : for hee isas onedead, among the living, 
though indeede properly this peremptorie ſentence 
ought notto beſo applied; but rather to Yertwe,and lit. 
_— without whichthe bodie is dead, although it 
10e, 

What cannot this humpiſh elemetbringto paſſe? can 

itnot coueramaſle of i] humors © and cauſe the ſon to 

eh betray his owne Father asaleaud fellow ſaidonce, If 
of a Cannibal, My Father were ahangman, my mothera harlot, & my 
ſelfno better: yetifI hauemony,I amliked wel inough, 

and neuertoucht with theirmuſdeeds : ſo that there is 
RO. 
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novice that wealth doth not ſmother : a rich man-as 
proud as T arquize, as cruell as Nero , as doggiſh as Ty- 
08 , 25 COuctous as Dives, andas fooliſh as Lobellinns, 
yetall theſe vices are hid with greatneſſe , and though 
| counterfeit mettall,yet witha true ſtampe may currant- 
ly paſſe : but a poore man,in whom is great wiſedome, 
and many good parts, S: res angu#ta dom, if coyne be 
wanting, he is deſpiſed, reiefted, and neuer vied in ex- 
ployting waightie matters : ſo that a man is neuer 
thought wiſe, learned, vnlefſc he berich, and ſwimin 
theſtreame of wealth : and though he ſpeake well,and 
tothe purpoſe , yet is he neucrgracious, as the Poet 
: faith, Rara tenui facundia panno. A poore mans ſpeech is $47+7- 
| ſeldome pleaſant, and wiſedome vndera ragged coate 
| ſcldome canonicall:whichthe Philoſopher wel found, |... 
| when oftring to preſſe into the preſence with his ſimple thrutt out by 
| weedes,was ſhut out by agrim Cerberus, but ſhifting _ & ſhoul- 
his cloathes,was admitted without repulſe : wherefore *** 
comming before the king, hee turnedall his obeyſance 
ypon his owne cloathes, ſaying : I muſthonour them 
that honour me, for my cloutes brought that to paſſe 
which all my Philoſophie could neuer accompliſh. 
And thus is the rich beautie of the minde,meaſured by 
a beggersweede , and'gay apparell preferred before a: 
minde well qualified : ſo the rude opinion lookes at 
nothing but the outward piQure , and magnifiean ig- 
norant Aſſe, ſo he haue agay coate, &ſethim ona high 
ſeate,where by ſilence he may ſeeme wiſe : forthe wiſe. 
dome ofa man faith Sa/omor, is knowne by his ſpeech. 
Butas by knocking on a veſlell,the cracke(ifany be)wil 
ſoone beſeenc,ſoiftoucht withan argument,his crackt 
vnderſtanding will ſoone be manifeſt, 
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Great places are poſleſt with men of weake iudge- 
ment, that haueno iotte of worthineſle, but wealth and 


clmberokigh Worldly tame, and can ferue for no other vſe but for a 


places. 


Nomenclator to tell the clocke,call a ſpade,a fpade,and 
recken vpthe proper names of things: yetiftrimlyſpun- 
gedvpin ſome formality (though he haue litle wit,and 
{mall honeſtte) it is inough to raiſe him vp to ſorne dig- 
nitic: but when ſuchan oneis cxalted intothe impara- 
tiuvemoode, how moodie his maiſterſhipis; fo roade- 
(wolne with pride andambitis, that he is ready tobuſt 
1n ſunder, & ſo rapt vp in conceit of his high place, that 
he vtterly forgets his firſt creation. Ohitisa wprld of 
ſport to heare how ſome ſuch clouting beetles rowle in 
theirloblogicke, and intrinficateintothe major ofthe 
matter, with ſuch hide-bound reaſons, that hemakesa 
pittifull learned face, one ſpreads hisarmes, cleares his 
throate,as who ſhould ſay, attend, attend, for now hee 
ſpeakes, whoſe concluſions arevnanſwerable, but fin- 
ding the propoſition too deepe for his ſhallow wit,ſud- 
denly ſtarts backe, and briefly huddles vp his headlefle 
matter, An otherſhakes his emptic head,and diues into 
the bottome of his bottomeleſle braines, to findeſome 
intricateand redious circumſtance, into which when 
heis entered heecannorfindea periodandfullreſt, fo 
many Tautokogies and itterations comeinto the way, 
that vnleſſe ſome 4riadnelendathreed to pull him out 
of Nedalusiaborinth, hee muſt needsbeloſtzor atleaft« 
wiſe when heis gotten out, is{o myred with his owne 
ſlyme,thathe becommeth aſcorne to wiſemen, in lay. 
ingopen hisowne weakeneſſe:yet who moretalkatiue, 
and readie to ſtop the mouthes of men able to ſpeake, 
then ſuch inſencible tatlers? fordrunken fortune _ 
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this opinis of it ſelfe,that looke whatſocuer it fpeaketh 
is authenticall, and droppeth fro the mouth like the O- 
racles of Appoiio. There is nothing thercforeſo holy, 
ſo pure,fo honeſt, ſochaſte, but money will corrupt, vio» 
late , and batter downe : ſo that theſe emptie bortles,a- 
piſh geſtures, and anticke faces, if wealthy, rich, & well 
monied, all groſle imperfeRions arc oucrſhadowed.So 
that whe men are ſotred in thealluremets of this life, & 
dedicatetheir whole labours to ſo wicked a ſaint, they 
ſoonelooſethe vic of theirgoods, & become partially 
affeted:ifpafſion rule,& not reaſon, all goes to wracke; 
forif either prodigallitie rule the purſe, whereby the 
mind is ftrongly carried into temporarie ioy, orſo grip- 
ple and couetous as to doo nothing but ſcrape in the 
dunghill of this world , why theſe extreames doo ſo 
vrgethe opinion, that they headlong run atrandome 
intoall licentious and loeſe living , inſomuch as they 
do not perceiueto whatendethey a:c aduancedaboue 


other men,and made ſorich amonga company ofbeg- 


rs, b 
a Many there be(the moreis the — although 
God hath abundantly multiplyed his bleſſings vpon 
them,that they cannot ruftly tay they wantany world- 
lyhing ,, yibes they ſonetreto holde faſtthatwhich 
they haue , that they doo asz-.it were , fingle them- 
ſelyes from all common duties , and = aſide that 
regarde of the-publique:good., which theyr conſci- 
ENCc and privatpahilith doth-inſtatuly.tye them vn- 
to ; let vs noterthem 2 /ittle , who will ſooner ſhife 
and wrangle off honeſt duties then they ? will they 
not brabble and py 9-1 panes ſmall: pay- 
racnts ? and will they not wreſt an 


winde lawes: 
to 


Hard-heaned 
Chriſtians, 


Vertues ( ommon-wealth. 


to their owne ſence, if they may fauebutapenny ? and 
beare the repulſeof ſuperiour rebukes, thEto part with 
ought ſhall contradiRtheir froward nature: 1sthis the 
dutic of good ſubies ? dotheſeſeckethe peace of the 
ſtate? dothnot the Heathen man ſay : Nox ſolum nobss 
natiſumns :; wearenotborne for our ſelues alone, but 
for our countrey alſo : ſhall Chriſtians be worſerthen 
Pagans ? Let this great dutietherefore be conſidered, 
ſecing thou haſt ſtore, with-hold nothing thatis due: is 
not hee a caytiffe that will ſee his mother dye for hun- 
ger,and he hath bread to relicue her if he would? why, 
the Common.wealth is thy mother,cuery poore Chri- 
ſtian is thy brother , wilt thou ſee them famiſht before 
thy face and notſuccourthem, hauing inough? Thou 
haſt thy wealth to that end, if thou couldeſt ſce it, and 
vieitaright. Neuerthelefle,we ſee how men of good 
_ and reckening , willhidethemſelues in corners, 
iue privately , onely to keepe their purſes , that they 
The Citieis may be lyabletono impoſition, and crowde into Ci. 
— ties, Boroughs, and priuiledge places, orlike nonreſt- 
Inmatesand dents, rowle vpand downe from one lodging toan 0s 
_ famive®, ther, to the intent thatbeiog vncertaine where to be 
crey lies waſte Dad, their ftates may be ynknowne, and by this meanes 
& ynpeopled. both onerthrowe hoſpitalitie « defraude the Queene 
and Common-wealth of neceſſarie duties ; and depo- 
pulate the countrey. Is itnota token of a couctous 
minde, that menof good poſſeſſions and farreliuings, 
ſhould breake vphouſe,, andſojourneonely with one 
ortwoſcruants ,- thatthey may hoorge ypþ theyrrents, 
- wher] they are ſufficientlye able to keepe-a good 
houſe themſelues ?ifurely it is a igne of abaſe condi- 
ton. TR 0s | 
21 Further- 
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Furthermore, many wealthy. Yecomen, &rich Far- 
mers thatareriſen ypto goods inough , doo tread the 
ſame path. For wheraserſt when they dwelt ypon their 
owne, they keptgood houſes, and wereno ſmall ſtay 
tothe places where they liued , areeyther couctous of 
ſome vaine-glorious title of gentilitie, or otherwiſe ſo 
miſcrly greedie of wealth , (forone of the two I know 
not which)thruſt themſclues in like maner,into Cities, 
Corporations , and Liberties ,; and yet holde theyr 
Farmes ſtill in their owne occupying : for they haue 
ſuch longarmes , that they claſpe many greatliuings. 
Andalſqlying vpon theaduantage , take Farmes ouer 
theirneighbours heads,ten yeares before their Leaſes 
be expired : And whatdo they with theſe plurificdli- 
uings ? but place ſhepheards , heards , vnderlings, 
and fuch thred-bare tenants inthcir ſtockes, and that at 
ſuch ynreaſonable rents too, that the poore ſnakes that 
dwell vnder them are driuen to weake ſhifts, to fare 
hardly, liue barely, moyle and-toyle the whole yeare 
toſcrapevptheyr rent , not ſauing at the yeares ende 
for all theyr paines., ſcarce the price of an old Friſe 
lIerkin : for theyr Lorde knowes better then they 
what profie will ariſe, and how euery thing will fall 
aut: and if heethriue vnderhim,then doth hee ſtretch 
and tacke.it to the vttermoſt , till at laſt hee bring the 
whole gaine into his owne bagge; andſo by this means 
can hardly beare ordinarie charges , much lefle doo 
workes otſuperrerogation', being kept downe ſo crue 
elly by their greedie Land-lords. 

| Now theſe haue'not-onely theyr meanes brought 
in vntothem by the ſweat of poore mens browes , and 
ſleepe in peace and ſecuritie when others watch and 
labour (a great blefling , if rightly weighed) but will 
M  clolely 
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cloſcly and cunningly ſecke to ſhift off all duties by 
withdrawing theminto odde corners, Oh that men of 
ſuch abilitic ſhould haue ſuch Iron ruſtic hearts, to hide 
their hcads, ſhut theirhands, and whip deuotion from 
their doores! doo they not ſeeke to ſubuertand weaken 
theſtateas muchas they can,by with-holding that pare 
of dutic required by the lawe of nature ? but the gree- 
dinefle of gaine cauſeth vnrelenting hearts, for one 
would poſleſſeall alone. | 

O how are mendecciued intheir owne eſtate, that 
beingrich, are yeteuer poore, becauſe opinion is ne- 
uer ſatisfied : whereas if weonely reſpe nature, no 
man can be poore, Nature enim vt ait Philoſo. paucis mi- 
2imiſq, contenta natare, is content with neceflitie, But 
to bringallthisroa head,though:ſome bee carried with 
the ftreame of pride , ſome with-the flouds of defite, 
ſome prodigall, ſome pinching; and though the coue- 


tous man gape for more, more, .andlike hellmouth.. 


neuer ſatisfied , yet will they hide theyrplough-ſores 
vnder the carpet of liberalitie , as now and then to 
give an almes againſt a good time as they call it) to 
beate downe a hard opinion, intimating thereby to 
bee geod free-hearted men , when all the yeare be- 
fide, they ſcrape and claweit from other by the ex- 
ccſſiue prices of theyr badde commodities , and by 


pinching them with many vncharitable-gripes , and” 
yet willthey hidetheyr want of loue vnder Yertzeand 
Religion : and why ſo 2 becauſeitcarrietha generall 


good liking of all men: for although many haue no 
religion at all , norone ſparke of avertuous man , yet 
forall this wil they ſeeme to loueand embrace itintire- 


ly,becaule of. the vaſpotted ſimpliciticthey lee in the. 
true . 
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true profeſlors thereof : and thatchieſly, becauſe this 
outward ſhewe is ſome meancs to allwage the heate of 
ſharp reprehenſions;and thatvnder colour of this,they 
may liuc in ſome goodreport of the common ſort : tor 
if they ſhould nothide the malice within, with a ſhewe 
of holineſſe without, butpermit the rebellion ro ruſh 
forth, they would be hatefullto others , and diſquict 
theyr owne peace: to hold friendſhip therfore with the 
world, itis expedient for them to be hypocritesand de- 
ceiuers, andtherefore will they performe many Chri- 
ſtian duties , and communicate with the Saints, yea 
andcrowdetothe Churchdoore of true deuotion,and 
both pray and vſe good exerciſes in their families, fre- 
quentSermons,yea andrideand goefix orſeuen miles 
to hearea good Preacher : are not theſe good things, 
and the very properties ofa true Chriſtian? yes verily : 
butall this is but donein pollicie to macke the world : 
how know youthat e why looke into their cotinſe of 
life;if any vaine opportunitie be offred, wil theynot fol. 
tow it? if the wicked call to goe, willthey notrun * will 
they notdice, carde, ſweare, ſwagger, and be drunke ? 
arethey not viurers, extorrioners, proud perſons, and 
ſo coldin charitie,that noChriſtian dutie can hear their 
loue ? ſoitisaneaſiethingto ſeetheir hypocriſie , ifa 
man butcaſt his ſight vpon their conuerſation. 
And inlike manner, many at the end of the ycare 
(as a charitable worke) will keepe open houſe, and ſet 
ope their gates;foral the rake-hels & looſe vagabounds 
in acountrey, and fill idle bellies with their fleſh-pots, 
whenthe poore,blind, lame, and ficke, arefaine to lye 
in thedepth of miſeric, without comfort , helpe , or 
fuccour : and to what ende is this great peru ? 
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forſoothe,to reioyce for the bleſſed feaſt of Chriſtmas : 
Indeede this feaſte dooth bring great cauſe of ioy, 
forthatbceing all loſtin Adam, and heires of damnati- 
on, are neuertheleſſe by the comming-of the <Heſfias, 
the ſonne of God ,, who tooke on him aurfleſh at this 
time of the yeare , to vndergoe the wrath of his father 
dueto vs, redeemed vs from hell, and made vs inheri- 
tors of heauen : here is cauſe of ioy; whatahappieme-. 
morie isthis? how ought this feaſt to be celebrated in 
magnifying the Almightie,andlauding his name for {o 
oreata henefite ? but whatacommemoration is here ? 
when they turnetrue toy into carnalliolline : doth-this 
true ioy ſtand inccating,drinking,rioting,fealting,mums 
ming,masking,dauncing;dicing,cardingand tuch like, 
thattaſte wholly of Heathens ſuperſtition 7 is God lHo« 
noured by:this ? nay ratheris hee not more diſhonou- 
redat that time ofthe yeare, then all the yeare beſide * 
Sothata counterfeit ioy isſet vpin ftead thereof, me- 
ditation and mercitull workes arc:pulted downe, and 
Epicuriſmeſetvp, which doth vſurpeand imperiouſly 
beare rule ouer all holy defires - for in this is theyr 
deuotion , in vnlawfull and finfull pleaſures ; to gur-. 
mandize and waſte in exceſſe the good bleſſings of 
GOD, and theſe men will not ſticke: to laſh out a 
whole maſſe of money , in dedicating feaſtes to di- 
uell Bacchws , and maintaine Playes in theyr hovles, 
as filthy as the Lupercaliain Rome, ſpend whole nights 
and-dayes in reueclling , and toaſte themſclues by 
theyr great fires , and as the Poet fayeth , Regifice 


luxuparate epulz , haue their Tables furniſhed at ex- 


cceding and princely charges , to ftuffe the pn. 
feede the bdley, and wiſh with Polmixe , that oy 
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, had throates as long as Cranes, ſothatthey might taſte 
'l theirſweets with moreleiſure : Tſo much that by this 
bf vnrcaſonable exceſſeand gluttony,ina fewe dates waſt 
out that riotoufly,thatwould relieue mariy poote peo- 
\ ple if- meaſtrably beſtowed', * Thus Faye like Epi- 
cures they conſecrate the memorie of this bleſſed feaſt, 
{ ' withſuchaioy, asſauduts altogether of the froſſe and 
flime of the earth : and this is libefalitieforſdo charis 
tic,and Chriſtian loue, wheftit is batprodigallitic,vain- 
elory,and hypocriſie, © 3107 £4: nth 
Moreouer, although they-betoo too-flacke in ho- 
neſt duties, yet will they ſeotch atno charge may bring 
pleaſure, or holde vp fome viitie-glotious memorie; as 
1n buildinggredt houſes,tbbechtifined by theirnames; 
| when'many of ther are butas As/#/0#5 pillar,” a monu= 
| ment offolly, a ſpeQacleof vanitie, and a prey of time, 
many chinmnies;heleſmoake :large'roomes, wherein a 
man may walke and chawe his'melancholy for wantof 
other repaſt, and nenerbe put to the charges tobuyea 
tooth-picker. Andto whatendeisthisgreatbuilding 
and cunning Archited@ ? but to ſtand in the gaze ofthe 
world, and makethe paſſenger cry out with admirati- 
on, } Js 


0 domus antiqua heu quam diſþari dominari Domino! Funing, 


Oeallant houſe,full welldoI ſee, 
How vnlikea Lord hath lordſhip on thee. 


Indeed hereisthe two-folde benefit it yeelds, not 
'- _ only infetting many poorelabouringmena worke,but 
| alſoaPrincely edifiſe andRately building,is a greatho- 
nour tvakitegdome. Bur ſuch are worthic blame that 

M.: 3 OUuer= 


Vertues Common-wealth. 


oucrthrowe their ſtate by building , notbeing able to 
vic one roome wellof thoſe many they build : for if a 
man of reaſonable wealth all into this humour of buil- 
ding gay houſes,if. he;jdid fmallgood before,is now vt» 
terly vnable todoany atal,his new foundationhath ca- 
ten vpall his olde meanes : this is the ſimple pollicie of 
ſome men that loue to begger themſelues to pleaſe the 
eyc.Againe,how prouidentmenare to:graft their chil- 
drcinto.ercat ſtocks,that may not cafily beſtriken with 
the Ein claps of aduerfitie, & though theſtocke be 
neuer ſo rotten, infeed,8 blaſted with Vice, yetifrich 
and mightie, itis inough ; and ſurely this Echicall polli- 
cie were highlyto be aduanced, if ſo bethat oyrconti- 
nuing Citi werehere « but ſeeing all things att fraile, 
monmentaine, ſhort and tranſitorie, that we tannotcete 
tainly number to moxrow amongthedayes ofqurlite, 
what a meerc madneſſe.isthis, tobeſo inloue with the 
flattering ſmiles of this lifes and ſa,mycedin. the dung. 
hillofpleaſures;as todoateſ@ much yponit : forverily 
men ſecke their ownedanger,whethey make the thing 
thatis indifferent,to be vnlawfull:do they nor with 07r- 
pherss catch theayrer ſeeke the ſhadow;&looſethe ſub. 
ſtance? winearth,and looſe heauen, | 
Yet theſe aboriginies, carth-bred wormes ,. wit 
high lookes,andinſfolentbragges,willſtand vp6 termes 
of gentilitie, andderiuetheirpedigreeeuentrom Cad- 
pallader,the laſtking ofthe Britpns, whEin ſadnesthey 
arenotſo.much as ſprinkled with one true drop of gen- 
ge bloud,neither one properticofaGentleman;ynlcſſe 
itſhouldonly ſtandin wealth & greatpoſſeſſions, which 
is contrary to our former aſſertion : for if true gentrie 
bea mind excellently deckt withrare vertucs, — 
| Y 
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by propagation of nature, but by integritic ofqualities; 
notin beautic,butin Yerzae;norin riches, bur in honor; 
not in pride, but in comelineſſe; not in coſtly and curi- 
ous diet, but feeding the hungry, and cloathing the na- 


ked; not in ſumptuous building, ioyning houſe toland,. 


kin to kin (with reſpeRiue marriages) butonely inthe 


true poſſefſion of Yertue : then albeita man wallow in 
wealth, liue in pleaſure, fare daintie, goe princely,hung.- 


with pearle,ſweetly perfumed, hawkes, horſes, hounds, 
and in a word, haue whatſocuer pomp & gloric his harr 
can-wiſh,or the world affoord : yetit hebe notnoble in 
Vertues, but ignoblein vices, and haue not thoſe good 
partsthat carry a vnion of good mens praiſes, hes but 
pirat & latro,atheefe anda robber; and all his rich pain- 
tings & goodly buildings,are but monuments of ſhame 
and baſeneſle. Is notYertuethen more honorablethen 
riches ? doth it not raiſe a man to immorralitie? & doth 


watcht with Temperance ? andifſobearich man looke 
narrowlyirits hisſtare;andcaſtyp his accounts well, he 
ſhall finde himſelfea very bankerout, andro owe more 
thenhe is worth : for why hath hee more plentic of ba. 
ſardly.riches rhenothermen, burthat heeis a bayliffe, 
ſteward, & Feofferin truſt, to diſpoſe & lay out inalmes 
atd charitable workes ? Now thervitheeapply them to 
his owne vic, whatreckning can he make,or how wit he 
anſwer itatthe greataſſiſes, whenirſhallbeobietedby 
the king of glory, When Iwas naked, you cloathed mee not : 
when 1 was hungry you fed me not?! cc, Goe into exerlaſting 


fre,cc.Andtherfore thefegreatrich men ofthe world, 


haue obieRs before theyr eyes; andarehemde in with 
poore on cuery {ide-:; heere-is one crying for bread, 
there an other for cloathes, the ſicke tg bee _— 
tne. 


Vertue more 
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not riches ouerthrow his happineſſe, if not duly ouer- then riches. 
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thelameand infirme to be comforted, the ſtraunger to 
be lodged, ſothatthey cannot turnetheir eyes no way, 
but they haue motions to ſtirre yp charitic, and wofull 
clamors ſounding into their caresof want: and yethad 
divers afthem ratherdoo any thing then relicue theyr 
neceſlities, to giue tenne pound fora Hawke, then ten 
pencetocloathethe naked. The Rauen forſakes her 
young ones aſſooneas they are hatcht, becauſe ſeeing 
them of another hew, thinkes them of an other kind: ſo 
inlike maner ſomerich men looke aloft, ſnuffe & fume 
at their poore brethren, and caſt off all deuofton & bro- 
therly loue, becauſe ſeeing them humbledand brought 
loweinthe world, iudgethem my vnhappie, when 
ycrily they are notgaly of one ſelfe-ſame iſſue & parent, 
butalſo moreacceptable to God in theirbale eſtate,the 


they. inall theirroyaltie, 


Cold charlie 
in theſe daies, 
among many 

myſcrs, 


Is it notlamentable, to ſee a number of poore win- 
terſtarued;people lye pining in miſerie, which might 
bee relieucd,-if it were but with the: ſurpluſage: of 
theirvaineexpences, and: comforted withthat, which 
they, waſtfully conſume ? For do but view theſe kinde. 
of men, andyouſhall fee they will ſpare for no coſt to 
build faire houſes:(as I faid before) though they.impos; 
ueriſh themſelues for euer : :gdlleries, bowling-allies, 
walkes,and whatſocyer may bring delight; toridewith: 
greatretinew to ſhew their pompe,and maintainetheir- 
quarrels, to fcede idle bellies withtheir fleſh-pots, that 
are no ſooner vp but runtoyaine ſports: butifa poore 
man be fallen intowant, oranhoneſt;cauſe craue ſome 
reliefe,a penny is as hardly gotten from them,as fire out 
ofa flint ſtone,or:if it doth at laſt come,it is many times. 
more forfaſhion to ſhunne reproach, then for charitie 

1 Mp one to 
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tothe cauſe. Butſomeperhaps will ſay, it is my owne, 
and may I not do with mine owne what will ? bur tis 
neither ſo,norſo : for itisnot thine, thouartputin truſt 
to laie it out, to helpe andſuccourthy poore needy bro. 
ther.Perhaps thou wiltfay againe,I brought him not to 
k beggery : did I lame him ? did I'vnparellhim ? or did [ 
- ynhouſe him? wherforethen ſhould Irecompence him 
whom I neuer wronged ? Are Bees bounde to gathet 
honey for droanes ? and muftI keepe life in rattes and 
myce, and ſuch yermineasarebred bythe infetion of 
a plentious yeare ? Indeed they are made poore, buttis 
becauſethouartrich, thatthereby thou mighteſt exer- 
ciſe thy loue, for thereſhall be poore alwayes to ſet cha- 
ritiea worke : yetſomeare ſofarrefrom loue, as they 
fall into barbarouscruelty,thar they had rather cuttheir 
throats,then cheriſh them with bencuolence: as itis re- 
 cordedof a B. B. of Canflance, that vnder colour of gi» 
uingalmes, aſſembledall thepoore inthe countrey to. 
ther, ſhutthem-vpin abarne, ſet fire toit, and burnt 
- e — worke meritorious:and 
nodoudtforſo — was cannonizedaſaintby the 
impictic of Antichriſt, | 
THoneoftheſe Bacchanalls, detiuer to his fteward a 
t ſummeofmony tolay outin domeſticke affaires, 
and helauiſh iroutin ryoting,drunkenneſſe, and leaud 
company , will not his maiſter pull his coate ouer his 
eares? brand'hinrfot aknaue, -and turne himoutat his 
gates? noidoubthe would be as rigorous asſoleaude a 
pranckeſhould deſerue » why then how do they thinke 
to eſcape? being bailiffes and ſtewards, tothe Lorde of 
Lordes,. who hath committed his treaſure to them, 


with a chargetolaicit out in ſuch mercifull workes - 
c 
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be hath appointed , andthey runne with it to the mar- 
kerof vanitics,and expend itin prodigall vices, Surely 
it will bee a mad reckening when they ſhall come in 
with Item in Pheaſants,Patriges, Woodcockes, ſawſes, 
ſops,& delicates for the body, ſo much. Item in ſtrange 
faſhions,and new fangles for my backe,ſo much : vpon: 
doggesſo much : in vaine building ſo much, andſuch 
like, I ſuppoſe this bill of Items will bee ſcarce plea- 
fing to theyr maiſter that hath put them. in ſo great 
truſt. 

Then ſeeing God hath made theerich, and thy bro- 
ther poore, beneuerthe more putt vp with pride and 
diſdaine,butſtudic how thou mayeſt diſcharge ſo great 
areckningasrhouhaſtto make: think this withthy ſelf, 
he that made me rich,could hauemade mepoorezitis in 
his bountic, not my deſeruing; I do but poſſeſſe that of 
which an other isowner, who can diſitheric me when 
he will : why then ſhould I braggeas if it were mine 
owne?and though my brother be poore, yet peraduen- 
ture heisricherto God then I; I ſee no difference be- 
twecene vs,weare both of one moulde, fauethat Thaue 
morechaffe and rubbiſh then hee,: which is ſcattered 
with euery guſtok winde': ſo thatif hee well-confider 
his ſtate, andexpoſtulate with himſclfein thismanner; 
that loade of riches thatis now ſo heauic, willbemore 
calily borne. 


The Poetsfaine , that Plutus the god of: money is | 


lame whenhe commeth, buthath wings ſwiftlytode- 
part: lignifying thatasrichesarclongin gerting;ſothey 
are ſuddealy loſt:and thereforea man ſhould berich in 
chantie and poore in delire,and impart the benefiteto 
the needmentsand neceflitic of other. S 
OT 
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For astherc isa diuine coherence between the mem- 
bers of the bodice, though they haue all adiſtinand 
peculiar office, yet they all miniſter tothe common ſo- 
cictic: ſo inlike manner webeing members of that bo- 
die, whereof Chriſt is the head, ought to bend our acti- 
uitic forthe health & welfare of the ſame, and to beare 
ſuch a mutuall coniunRion and (impathie, as feeling 
members,to open the bowels of compaſſion on ſuch as 
are in want: andthis onely is Yertwes Common .wealth. 

Neuertheleſle there be ſome well diſpoſedand very 
forward to all good dutics in ſaying, tillit cometo do- 
ing : butthen they winchlike agald horſe, © they can- 
notaway with charge : If my abilitie faith one would 
anſwere my willingnefle, I would do this andthar, or 
if Ihad ſo much wealth, I would relicue the poore bet- 
ter , they ſhould not goe emptie handed, orifI had ſo 
much wit, and ſuch means, I would countenance good 
cauſes with the beautie ofhonor + and ſo do they-yaune 
of that they would do, and yetdo not that they ſhould 
do. I demaund whatgood doeſt thou with that little 
thou haſt ? thou art wile and politique, orat leaſt thou 
thinkeft ſo, how doeſtthouvſeit 7 if thou artvnfaithfull 
inalitle, nodoubt thou wouldeſt be ſo ina great deale : 
foras he i inconfidentto whom mony is deliuered vp6 
truſt topaie toanother,& doth either keep it back all,or 
deliver buthalfe : ſo hee that hath much or litle & doth 
notdiſpoſcitasheoght,is not worthy to be truſted with 
more.Perhaps thou wilt ſay,ſuch a mais of great wealth 


andhedothlidle good ornone tall, why then ſhouldT- 


thatam ofleſſer value do any thing? this isno excuſe for 
thee, nor cauſe of ſuſpence, forthouart to looketothy 
ownedutie, and not weaken thy owne charitie, by the 
negligence of other men, NN 2 An 
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An other wil boaſt of that litle he doth, and be the 
trumpe of his ownepraiſe : ſaying, I giue thus much 
weckly to the poore, and do this and that good : but he 
is to examine himſelfe if it be according to his wealth 
and place or no, for otherwiſe an other man doth as 
much that is farrebehind in ſubſtance, and with whom 
hee would bragge without meaſure, in comparatiue. 
termes : butſomethinke ifthey doalittle good,though. . 
itbenothingin liew of theirſtate, or if they doo nota, 
greatdeale of hurt by pilling, powling, ſtrife, faQions, 
and ſuch like troubles, they haue done fo much good, 
that God is boundto paic them ſomewhat backagain. 
Butaccordingto the Poet, 

Eſt quodam prodiretens: ſinondatur vitra, 


Here could T enter in afield of matter 
morethen much : | 

But gheſſethatall is outof frame, 
andlang it hath:beneſuch. 


Although it werebetter tobe occupied in praftiling: 
thoſe bookes alreadie written,then to write more, (this 
laſtage beingſofull, that it dothexceedallothery : yer: 
theneceſſitic of times, by reaſon of controuerſies, do: 
prouoke the learned toſpendetheir. labours that way.: 
and not only ſo, but-inexplaining the ſcriptures, and. 
diſcourfing of Sciences, which worke is not only ne- 
ceſſary,but commendable; whereby a generall good is 
broughtin: this godly viſe of writing cannotbe diſliked: 
of any vertuous man; 

- Butforaſmuch, as PROG, they: 
obſcruc not this decorumbefore-noted.,, but-fdll into: 
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vaine iatigling,and ſo conceited of theirowne wits,and 
haucſo many crotchets in their heads , that they pub- 


liſh great volumes of nice and curious queſtions, ambis : 


guitics,& doubts, as many of the Aﬀe-ſtronomers, that 


are very inquiſitiue toknowe ifthe world were created Curious ftatre 
inthe Spring or Autumne , the night before the day, $2z<'* 


and how Moſes could write credibly of the worlds crea- 
tion,liuingſo many yearesafter; as though God could 
notas well tell him what was paſſed, as he did the Pros 
phets what was to come,andiach deepſecrets,asthogh 
God had called them to counſel. Inlike maner ſomeare 
buſted in Natiuities, Deſtinies, Dreames, Palmeftrie, 
and Phifiognamie: ina word, who is abletocxprefle 
the fooliſh curioſitie of ſome men, thatare neuerſatisfi- 
edintheſevaine & idleſtudies, burſpend whole yeares 
in ſearching after doubts and fallacies, and inthe mean 
time ouerpaſſe thoſe things which he hath youchſafed 
toreucale vnto vs, ſufficient for vs toknow : Nok alturms 
ſapere , itisnotimewellſpent toſoareſo high in things 
ſhut vpfrom common vnderſtandingand reafon., and 
chiefly ſeeing they areno ground of faith, nor meanes 
to cdification. 

But by this, the Romaine marchanthath ferchedin 


_—_—_— gaine, I meane by falſe reuelations, and The Pope 
fo thing by this, 


opinions, as Purgatorie, theEconimicall gouern» 
ment of the heauenly powers, the manſionsand cham- 
bers in heauen,the _— of Angels,and — 


Cherubinsand Se 
imaginations, foyſted inamong them bytheir ſchoole 


dunces , which they falſely deriue from Dionifius Ario- | 


paxits,one ofthe ſeuentic Diſciples: ſo that by theſe in. 
ericate fallacies, andſubrill —_ ws, wherewith they 
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are maintained , many poore ſoulesare inſnared, and 
caſt headlong into a laborinth of blinde ſuperſtition, 
This curioſitie therefore is a daungerous diſcaſe, and 
a ſore that muſtbehealcd;leaſt it feſterand run'ouer the 
whole body. 

Others there bee that haue ſuchaleaproſic of wit, 
that they todiſquiet and troublethe eſtate,ſecke for in- 
nouation, and diſplant all good ordereſtabliſhed, nor 
onely thereby amazing the weake Chriſtians, but alſo 
alinating the hearts of many from their dueobedience. 
Touching theſe that carpeat the preſent diſcipline , I 
will ſay little , onely this much by the way : that al- 
though many things may bee miſliked ina pollitique 
ſtate, & not ſeeme ſo preciſely good to them that looke 
a farre off with flight imagination : yet may be wel per-' 
mitted and tollerated in pollicie , to keepe peace and. 
quictneſle : ſo beit the fundamentall properties ſtand 
faſt, which otherwiſe could not but bring much confu. 
fion anddiforder:and therefore itis no ſure opinion (as 
the learned ſuppoſe)to goe aboutto changelawes, and 
breake downediſcipline, which is alreadie eſtabliſhed, 
[caſtall comelineſſe and good orderbe therewith ouer= 
throwne, mes | 
. Somedonoughtelſebut ſcrape the puddle of con» 
tentions, to finde matter to wrangle, though they haue 
no cauſeto carpe, | 


Alter rixatuy de lana ſepe caprina : 
propugnat nugis armatns.” _ 


| Andtheſeareſoambitiousoftheir ſophilticall yaine 
of wrangling,thatthey puttheirbrabblesinprint,tothe 
View 
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view of the world,andout of the rancour and malice of 

their hearts, :ſpewand belchoutſeandals , flaunders, , . 
rumors and falfe reports: by that meanes kindle flambes youters, 
of contentions ina peaceable ſtate , and diſtemper the 
quietnefle of mens affections, and this is chiefly bent a- 

gainſt good men : for —_—_— of grudging enuic is, 

to be ficke with ſorrow and virulent hate,at the proſpe- 

ritic'of other -: for hee that is exhortedby the deſert of 
Vertue;is ſubic toſcandalls, and theback-biting of the 

uious, 

But the hauenTintendto harbourin , is to-ſpeake 
ſomewhat of thioſe vaine, idle, wanton Pamphlets and 
laſciuiousJouc-bookes,' which as fire- brands, inflame 
theconcupiſcenceofyouth:forin my opinion nothing 
doth more corrupt and wither greene andtender wits, 
then ſuch vnſauoury and vituperable bookes,as hurtful 
to youth; as Machauile toage, a plaugh dangerous, and 
as common asdangerous. bt!” 7,” | 

The lazie Monkes,8&fat.headed Friers,in whom was 
nought but ſloath & idlenes,bred this contagion, forli- 
ning in pleaſure & caſe, and not interrupted with cares, - 


they hadtime inoughto vomitourtheir doltiſh & redi- _ | 


culous fables, & this was the ſubtiltic of Sata th&E,to oc- Loqernrly 

cupic Chriſtian wits in Heathens foolery; butnow this many young 

ageis more finer,mens wits are clarified, thedulneſſe of * 

that time isthruſtout,, an other method is brought in, 

fine phraſes, Inkchorn-termes,ſwelling words,bumba« 

ſted out with the locks of ſundry languages, with much 

polliſhed and new-made eloquence:with theſedaintie 

cates they furniſh and ſet out their filthy and vicious 

bookes;now what do they,but tye youth in z fettersof 

luſt,8& keepe them inthe thoughts of loue ? for dothey 
| not. 
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not with gloling words tickle and ſtirre vp the affeQti- 
ons to be conceited of ſome fond paſſion tobe more 
vngraciouſly ſubrill ? and doo they notlabour in vaine 
cunning to infetand poiſon delicateyouth ? are not 
there idle Poems of carnall loue, luſt, and vnchaſfte ar- 
guments? the very nurſes ofabuſe,by whichthe minde 
1s drawne to many peſtilent wiſhes. For when as young 
folkes haye licked-in theſweeteiuice of theſeſtinking 
baokes,their conuerſation and mannets arc fo tainted 
andſpotted with Vice, that they can neuer beſo cleane 
waſhed, but ſome filthy dregges will remaine behinde, 
I mayliken them to fawning curres , that neuer barke 

till they bite : 0ragaye painted coffer fulloftoades and 
venemous beaſts : So in like manner many of theſe 
bookes haue glorious ourſides, and goodly titles : as if 
whena man tooke them inhand,he wereaboutto read 
ſomeangelicalldiſcourſe : but within,full offtrong ve« 
nome, tempered with ſiyecte honey : ' now whilethe 
minge is eccupicd iti readingfſuch toyes, the common 
encmicofmanis notidle, but doth ſecretly inſnarerthe 
ſoule in ſecuritie, And ſome of good partes, . and 
ds beaytified with no common gifts , both ofartand na- 
vaine writers; tWr&,not being leddeby the far»ſhine of Yetue,” infett 
= the puritieof wit with prophane inuention , in ſome 
looſeſubieR; aspatrons of Vice, and nurſes of impic- 
te, an ſpend the bleſfednefſe of time in vnneceſſary 
abling. bek- 
Other baſe and ſeruile wits runne raſhly into any 
ſinfollargumenr,and crowdeto the preaſe with might 
and maine, notſamuch regarding thegenerall hurt, as 
ſomeſixe-pennyallowance: nay , eucty triuiallmate 
and caſhired Clatke, will bewray his folly in print, =_ 

x wit 
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with a tumultuous confuſion of words, lay out a deale 
ofamorousprattle, though he be as tediousto his rea- 
der, asa muddie way toa wearie traueller. Now what 
is tobefound in theſe bookes? but filthinefle and groſſe 
ignorance; as forlearning, there is noneto be found in 

em, which neuercame neare the ſhadow of learning 
themſelues, andas little wit, buta fewe fine words of 
luſt, whichare chiefly ment to bend the minde to wan= 
tonneſſe: yetare they led with this vaine ſuppolitis,that 
if they haue bin luld a fleepe but one night on the Mu- 
ſeslap,areableto publiſh any thing with well deſerned 
commendations : and muſt needs ſay, that I my ſclfe 
hauercad in them, and taken great — in theirfoo. 


liſh lyes;burſurely I could never find cither goodnesor 


wit,vniles Vice be Yertze,orto tel a bawdietale be wit, 
Neuertheles,I would not haue any man think, that [ 


inucizh againſt,or diſcommend Poetric,for inal ages it 
hathbin =o , S 


ghtneceffaric:butonly againſtthoſeabu- 
ſers of Poefie, who vnder the name & title of Poets, foiſt 
in their wanton & laſciuious verſes. Thetrue vic of Poe. ModeFPoer | 
eric ſtandeth intwoparts; the one inteaching the way bl. 
to Yerrae, the other to mouc with delighttherevnto:for 
honeſt delight ftirreth vp men to take that goodnefſſe in 
hand,which otherwiſewould bee loathſome & vnplea- 
fant: ſothat whenitis bent to agoodend, and cuery 
thing laide out in his due annalligie, with ſome ioy. the 
affections are thereby inuoked to a ſerious confiderati 
on , to. imitatethat goodnefſe wherevnto it is moued, 
Thoſe bookes-that both delight and perſwade with 
lcarneddiſcretion, 8& out of which ſome wholſome do- 
cument may be cxtraQed, thongh irbeſimple, yeris it 
praiſcable. Diſdaine not (fiththe wiſe Heathen)'the 

O ſimple 


— _ —_ . — 
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ſunplelabourof another, thoughthou beeſt neuer ſo 


grcat; eſpecially if he ſpeake good words, Againe,con-. 


t1deringthedinerftic ofmens minds,and how diuerſly: 


theyarediſpoſed;allhoneſtdelightis notito bediſpro- 


ued, becaule cucry man may finde both pleaſure & pro. 


fit: foras 1 fay,bya pleaſant diſcourſe themindeis more 


chearefully carried, both to read & meditate, romuſe 
and ſtudie,& the memory morewilling-to-holde that it 
bath concetued:SothatPoetricis no: other thing,buta. 
liucly preſentatigofthings —_ diſpoſed, wher- 
by Fertue is painted out with ſuch freſh colours,thatthe 
mind jsinflamed withherexccllent properties. 
' Now whoſocuterſballdifcearfromthistrue vſe, is 


no Poet, buta vaihebabler: for whatareallzheſe (cure. 


rillous tales, & bawdie verſes? dotheſernoue to Yertue 
withhoneſtdelight?*-nay doothey notrather ftirre'vp 
bawdrieand bealtlineſſe.?:forarethey notfull —_ 


_ niſmeandribald ſpeeches,toftirvexpthemind to; 


idlenieffe 7. is this Poetric* verilytheyarcas vaworthy- 


thename of Poets , asChirrillus , who had nothingto. 


- gracchis verſes bybutonely the name of Alex, ;:: 


ALegend of 
lyes. 


| Butifaman ſuperficially &dſlitely glideth ouer theſe 
pye-bald Pamphlets; they arelikeapleaſingdtcani;that 
mockes the mind with ilketvthoughes: but if ſeencinto. 
with a ſober iudgement, heeſball inde inthat faire beae: 
ren-path , many Adders & Snakes lye in waite tobyte: 
himby thehbeele. :;- { Wy E 
'. Forifaviewbehadofthaſe cditions, the Court of 
Venus ghe Pallace of Pleaſyre, Guy of FFarwicke, . Libbinud 
and 4rthar, Benis of Harp! 


ou, thewiſemenof Goatum, 
Scoggins Ieaſts, Fertunatus, andthoſenewdelightsthat 
haue fucceeded theſe; and arenow extant, too tedious. 


to. 


— 
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to recken vp : what may we thinke? but that the loud- 
gares ofall impicticare drawne vp, to bringa vniuerſall 
deluge ouer all holy and godly conuerſatidh : for there 
can beno greater meanesroaffrightrhe mind from ho- 
neſtic , then theſe pedling bookes, which haue filled 
ſuch great volumes, and blotted ſo much paper; theyr 
{weerc ſongs and wanton tiles do rautſh and ſet otrfire 
the young'vntempeted affections , to. praiſe rhat 
whereof they doo intreate : who by reafon of the 
infancic and imbicillitie of wit,are ſoone ſeduced,and 
with wine-puftcloquence ,-doo fo artificially lim ont 
thelife of vanitie ;-asthey eaſily rake the impreſſion of 
that which is portrayed out vnto them :' and on this 
rocke ſtands the enſigne of their glory , if fmoothly 
andpithily they cantrickvpataleof ſome beaſtly pra- 
pus, of lawlefſeloſt, and rip-vp the genealogie of the 
Heathengods, tocarriethe minde into wonderment: 
6 how they will diue intothebotrtome of their braine! 
for fluant termes, and imboſfed words, to varnifh theyr 
lyes and fables:tomakethem glib, andas we vſetoſay, 
to goedowne without chewing, which as poyſon doth 
ÞY tide andlicle, diſperſe icſelte intocuerypart of the 
od 10 3017 ET, \- INC LIVE 
: r hence riſeth-ſ6 much fooliſh idle prartle,; the 
Seruing-man,theImageof floath, the bagge-pipe of va- 
nitic, like. a windie Inſtrument, foundeth nothing but 
rophanendſle,and ſomeare ſorcharmed;as the por 
therwholelifeinvainereadingybecauſethey ſecinthe 
asSinaghlaſſe, their owneconditions : How ſiiclvaiie 
fragmentsasfie theirhumors,they ſek6in,and ſquieeſe 
outagainein everyaſſembly,” foo 
It is too true , that one ſuch wanton toytdboth 
og be O 3 more 
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more breed Vice , then tweatie godly treatiſes can in- 
ducetoYertze : nortwentic Sermons preached by the 
beft Diuinein Englad,doth not ſo much good to moue 
to truedodrine, as one of theſe bookes doharmeto in 
tice to ill liuing: they corruptgood learning, & ſubuert 
all anQimony,and by a tedious pratling ouer-ſway the 
memory from that good purpoſe whervnto it ought to 
beimployed, not informing the iudgement in matters 
worthy to belearned. . © 

From whence then creepeth inthis peſtilence,but out 
of theſe vaine bookes,; for cuery milchicfeby litle &litle 


crawleth ypon the good manners of men,which vnder 


ſomeſhewe of goodnes is ſuddenly receiued, which b 

a voluntary admittanceat the firſt becometh habituall, 
eſpecially when the ſpirituallfacultics are defiled with 
much conuerſatis :inſo-much thatmany that hold pla. 
ces in ſacredaſſemblics, become affeed to their phra- 
ſes, Metaphors, Allegorjes, and ſuchifignratiue and ſu- 
parlatiue termes,and.ſo mach vainc eloquence, as they 
yeeld no fruiteatall torheirauditors,butdriuethem in. 
to amazement with a multitude of Inkehorne-termes 
ſcummed from the Latin, and defuſcd phraſes, 


ore 
Riycabouc thecomms reach, when the moſt profitable 


and beſt afteRed ſpeech is that that is moſt ble 
and ficlyapplicd tothe intendment & ynderſtanding of 
the hearers by familiarandordinarictermes, not ſophi- 
ſticall,darke,andobſcure, nortoobaſcandl-barbarous : 
but. ſuch as are anjmated- by:thcir-pieſett'abilitic to 
{peake morethenother men,andbe addictedtoaffeta. 
nion,haue commontya.dcarthof iudgement, fildome 
edifice, but gallop ouer prophane writers to-ſhewe theyr 
vainercading. | C9 
Demoſthenes 


on Is 
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v Demoſthenes becing called to declaime againſt the 
rude multitude that had. aſſembled themſelues in the 
Forum of Athens,anſwered he was not yetreadic, if he 
that had Faceciaingeny., the very ſoulcofwit durſtnot 
ſpeak in a ſerious matter without preparing himſclte be- 
fore, how caſuchthat come farſhort of him in-prompt- 
nes ofnaturall wildome,preſume to handle holy things 
ſo raſhly with humanelearning, for it is an impudent 
boldnefſe for a man to take vpon himtoteach others 
that which he before hath not bene taught : but I may 
ſpeake as T#/hſpake of the Orators of Rome, Sed tamen 
videmus quibus extinitus Oratoribus quam in paucs ſþes 
quanta in pancioribus facult as quam in multss ſit andacia. 
Welſce(ſaith he) whatnoble Oratorsare par out. ofthe 
way, and how infewea hoperemaineth , in fewer a 
Skill. but in many aboldneffe, that dareſet vpon any 
thing, 4, 
Sr , doonot theſe idle pernicious bookes 
poyſon the well diſpoled manners of youth, and mace- 
$i wt rateand kill theſcedegof Yertve that begin tobloome? 
for doo they not vie more vaine eloquence then confi- , 
dencein mattersof wiſedome ? So thatall that which 
. they do,is but tomakea mutinic; Men need notſowe 
for weedes,forthey growe faſtinough: ſo weare pollu- 
ted inoughby kindegthough-we be not moredefiled by 
| cuftorne : thus dothey proccedIlike cankers tocate off 
thetenderbuddes. "0 
Neither do they want.ſame Heconerto Patronize 
their witheſſeworkes, andtohaveſomeapplaule,bend 
the ſcope of theyr argument tofit their. diſpoſitions; ,.1rewarded. 
yeaand many times their dedications yvpon men 
of graucand ſober carriage , who willnotfticketo re- 
: O 3 compence 
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compence their idle labours. 

Now if the principall ſcope of all our a&ions and 
counſels; ought to be. toſometgoodende, and that it 
muſt needs paſſe as7Maxime,thatnothing canbe good 


butthatwh.ch'mqueth toYetue; he itmuſt 66ſequict- 


ly follow, thatall prophane and laſcivious Poems, are 
as an infectious aire that _ a generall plague, be- 
cauſe they ſtriveapainſthoneſtie, (19 

. Andif Plro, lawe fogreatcauſeto ſhutthem out of 
his common-wealth;asnoyſoime ro the peaceand tran» 
quillitie thereof, 'what oughtourPlatoniſts rodo ? fith 


they moreabound heere then euerthey did there : orif 


we had but the zealous affetions ofthe Ephefiahs, 'we 
would loathe thepriceof ſo greatiniquitie, uhd lacti- 
ficethernataſtake, thowgh they were of nenerſo great 
value, Buthappilyiowill bedemaundedhow Ladies, 
Gentlewomen,&c. ſhould ſpend the time, and buſie 
their heads, as thoughidleneſſtwereroravitebadde 

h of itſelf, withoutfirero beadded,mdasthough 
there werenotaBible, andrhanypood bookes where- 
inthey mighr'bevertuddly exerciſed” 7.2 
' Ofgood wits wellimployed whzrgood would cn- 
fue; byſerting oubtheptaiſes of theimirhoreall maicſtic, 
thargiuathandsrowrite, and -wittesto intent, what 
matter mightthey not finde : bothhoneſt and neceſſa- 
ry,in which they miphtfirſt want words to vtter; then 
matter worthie to bevttered : eſpecially:rhoſethatare 
notonl —_ outward fdicirie freed from tfotibles 
_ andperturbationofminde, imbracing content inthe 


bofome of peace, the nurſe of Sciences, butareg{ſo ina- 


bled, and fufficiently gifted:ro publiſh any'thing'of 
worth,-d how willing'is Yertae to aownetlicia'fyich 
honourt* EE | But 
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1 But: this contagion,oughtſcriouſhjto beconſidered 
| by men of riper iudgement, andby ſuchas haucautho- . 
| ; ritieto-ſuppreſle theabuſes;farisit notlamentable?rhat 
a Pamphleediſcourſingnoughtbut Paganiſme; ſhauld 
Z be ſoyendihle, and vertuous bookes want ſale, theone 
a: bought vp thickeand three fold, the other lye dead; for 
there commeth forthnofoonera fooliſh toye, alcaud 
and bawdy ballad, butiffſunginthe matket, bythe di- 
uels \ ur an Bpeke to.itas crowest0a dead cars 
kaſle, buyingtthem vp as Iewels of price, be they neuer 
ſo ribauld,falthie,or dorbellicall;butbookes of Chriftia- 
| nitic,of modeſt argument,that tend tareRtificthe iudg.- 
mentzhieth ſilin the Stationers handas waſte paper;nort 
ſo much 2slookedafter : ſothatby thiswe may plainly 
ſee, what aftoward generation wearefallen into, where 
| inſuch bookesasaze moſt hurtfultand daungerous,are 
moſt deuoutly copeted:; Woo OL 
i -*- -- Butib they wouldobſerue the Philoſophers rule;t0 Pythagoras 
| abſtain from pagan yearc,l doubtnot but in that 4, 
4 rime,they wpuld be fitted and fully cſtabliſhed,to write 
| with ſober iudgement;;as menof vnderſtanding &reas, 
| ſon': ar itthe . poſiles rule were followed, Be ſwift to: 
| heare;andſlowetoſpeake, they would be more confis. 


| derats;, and not runpe out the courſe of their lives in! 
ſuch voprofitableſtugie: .. _ - þ: 
- - Bur touching rhe defence-ſome make, to approue 
this yaige writing, itis tg ridiculous,and not worthani . 
anſwere,, tha-theydeobythis meanes poliſh & refine! 
| our Engliſh tongye,and draweii from barbacifme,into* 
R amorefiner Cadence of words: but thoſe bookes that: 


_—_ 
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forit werebetter for aman to bedumbe, then by ſpea- 
king toapproucawrong, and accuſe theinnocent: and 
benter it. were: indeed that they had-not only.no lcar- 
ding at all ; but alſo that they had noeyesto ſee, nor- 
earcs to heare: for as itis inthe Goſpell, it were much 
better fora man to goeblinde into heauen, then with 
twoeyestobe caſtintohell, Neither can Iſcebut that 
they drawe our language from the auncient tenor, by 
mixing it with ſo-many ſtraynge countries, that it ſce- 
meth rather more artificiall , then naturall : and more 
baſerthen the common-awe, which is compoundedof 
French,Englifh and Latin,&c. Wk Ei beg 
The harſhtootingof Paxy pipe, was more pleaſing 
to fe ens then the ſivect harmony of Apoilee harp, 
but this faultwas inthe Tudge, whoſe ſimplicitie co 
not diſtinguiſh them aright : in like manner, many arc 
better content withvicious bookes, bawdie ſongs, foo- 
liſh and wanton ditties, then in the well ſczſoncd wri- 
tings of holy men, and thisis for wantof indgement, 
being as blindeas he was fooliſh. It may be ſaid of ſuch, 
as Pythagores (aid to aleaude fellow that ſoothed him- 
ſcife in conuerſing with badde company, I had rather 
_ hebeacquainted with bawdes,then wiſePhylo- 
ophers.No maruell quoth he yery ſadly,ſwine delight 
more indirt, then in pure and cleane water. | 
Offuch bookes as moueto good life, and bring a 
benefitto poſteritie, we hane but too fewe, and can ne- 
uer haue too many : but of ſuch #s foflowe thoirowne 
fanciesin ſpewing out their wandetitig imaginations, 
wehauc but too many,and it were tobe wiſhed we had 
none atall. Good menarenotonly otherwiſcimploy- 
cd,butallogreatly diſcouraged, forifthey fet re 4 
notable 
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notable booke of diuinitic, humanitie, or ſuch like,they 
are in no requeſt, but to ſtop muſterd-pots,&whart is the 
rea{otbur this,cuery Stationers ſhop, ſtal,&&almoſteucry 
polt, gives knowledge ofa new toy, which many times g,,z tookes 
intercepts the vertuous diſpoſitis ofa willing buyer : ſo lyc dead. 
that hauing time, and incouragement, labor what they 
can, todeface good mens workes, with the multitude 
of their linfull topperies. 
— Heethat can but bombaſt out a blancke verſe, and 
make both the endes iumpe togetherina ryme,is forth- 
with a poet laureat, challeging the garland of baies, and 
in onelauering diſcourſe or other, hang out the badge Many Poets 
of hisfollie. O how weakeandſhallow much of theyr ©allov ws: 
poetrie is, for hauing noſooner _laide the ſubie& and 
ground of their matter,and in the Exordium moued at- 
tention, butouera verſe or two runne vpon rockes and 
ſhelues, carrying their readers intoa maze, now vp,the 
downe, gneverſe ſhorter then an other by afoote, like 
an vnskilfull Pilot, neuer comes nigh the intended har. 
bour : in ſo muchthat oftentimes theyticke ſo faſt in 
mudde, they looſe their wittes ere they can get out, ct- 
therlike Chirrillus, writing verſenot worth the reading, 
or Battillus,arrogating tothem(elues,the well deſeruing 
labours of other ingenious ſpirits, Farrefrom the deco- 
rum of Chasſer, Gowers, Lidgate,&Cc. or our honourable 
moderne Poets, whoare no whit to be touched with 
= , but reuerently eſteemed, and liberally rewar- 
ed. | 
Then ſecing this naughtic kinde of writing dooth 
plucke vp the ſeeds of Yertue by the rootes, and quench 
that little fire aſſoone as it beginneth to kindle, they 


ought to be fhunnedas Serpents & Snakes, and youth 
P chiefly 
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chiefly tobe kept fromireading them. 

Thc Libeller is punithed according to the qualitic 
ef his Libcll,cither by pilorie,whipping,loſle of cares, 
fine, impriſonment, and ſuch like: the thiefe hanged, 
the iraitor drawne,and euery one puniſhed in thatkind 
he doth offendin: are not theſe filthy bookes libells?do 
they not defame,diſcredit,and reproach Yertueand ho- 
neſtic, by expounding Vice with large comments? do 
they not ſtealeaway all holy deuotion , poyſon good 
wits, and corrupt young people ? ſhall hee be par- 
doned by courſe of lawe, thatoftends inthe higheſt 
degree ? and ſhall hee be counted a maiſter of wiſe- 
dome,thatteacheth nought butfooliſhneſle tothe peo. 
ple? wherefore then. ſhould this ſo great miſchiefe goe 
vnreproued? | > 

Toconclude, hethatcanread, ſhall finde bookes 
worthy to be read, wherein is both wiſedomeand lear- 
ning,pleaſant & wittie,ſober and chaſt, that both profit 
the life,and ioy the mind : butbeforeallother,toread 
thoſe diuine bookes.that both lift the heart to God,and 
dire&vnto Chriſtian duties : for ſuch is Fomentam fidei, 
nouriſhing faith, LZexio alt ingenium, ſothe bookes bee 
wiſe, vertuous, chaſte, and honeſt : touching the for- 
mer, they are butſtinkinginfetious writings, whichas 
muddcand dyrtdefile the body,ſodo'they pollatethe 
ſoule. 

By reading good bookes, the mindeis ſtored with 
wiſedome,thelife bettered and ſetledin quietneſſe : ſo 
that ſtill all reading bereferred tothe Bible, fr6 whence 
all Vertue is deriued.Forthis cauſe S. Pav/admoniſheth 
T imothie to giueattendanceto reading : for albeit hee 
was trained vpin the ſcriptures from a childe, and ge” 
all 
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all-Epheſas vnder his charge , yet hee ſtirreth him to 
reading ; for by! reading more knowledge is not one» 
ly gorten,butalſothedecayesand breachesof theme. 
morie'is againe renued ; dtd vnleſſe there-be both 2 
owringitrofmore, anda continuall reſtoring of that 
which is loſt}, all — away, and leauea manemp- 
tie : for the memories! 
- fill downhe, whichifnoteftſoones repaired, willſoone 


become inhabitable.:: * + \ * 


Touching Enterludes and Playes , I will omit to 
ſpeak how the beſt iadgements conceiueof them, their 


earuinous houſe, -readie to 


i _ _—_— —-- 


The groundcd 
opinion of 


reaſons being ftrong and manifolde,to thruſt them out wiſc and god- 


as things indifferent , and make them ſimply vnlaw- 


full. | 


For although they arenotſim ply forbidden in ex-' 


preſſe words, yetif it once appeare- the truevſebeloft, 
and cleauetoa bad report, itisthepart of euerie man, 
to ſhunandauoyd thefame, and ratherdraweorherto 
reformation,then violently ſuffer himſclferobeſwayed 
withthelike affeRion, 

| Andthisagreeth with that of Pa/, Tf indifferent 
things. giue offence to the weake, they ought to bee 
remooucd: forthe freedome of thoſe things giucth 
courage to the defe@t of grace , to be more vagraci- 
OUS, | 

Nothing is lawfull-but that which tendeth to the 
olory of God; and profit of man in comelineſle : {6 
that tho endofallioy and myrth, muſt be toglorifie the 
Cree. 7 boogie gn gg 
Thoſe pleaſures of the body 8 mind which are of good 
report, atcindifterentif ny ved: honeſt —_ 
CITES z dot 


) 


F 


ly men againſt 
Playcs,muſt 


be aurhcatick 


I.Cor.$. 
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doth muchrelicuethe debilitic of nature, andquicken 
the dull ſpirits, which wquldelſebedepreſiedand ouer- 
laden with moderate labour, Idleneſſe is ta be condem- 
nedas thebeþ-dameofalleuil : butidlenefle is not one- 
ly in doing nothing, batalſo.in doing things vnprofita- 
ble.Eſcheweyill,: and dogood : 'itis notinough toabe 
ftaine from cuijll,but we muſt do good allo. 

Some Playesasthey arenow.invſic, are ſcandalous 


ru Mfullco. and ſcurrillous,detrat from Yertue,&adde toVice,and 
medieshure- the yery May-games of all fin and wickedneſle : for,for 


full, Briefe 
Chronicles. 


themoſt part , they hauenothing in them but ſcurrilli- 


honourable,if tie, or ſome groſle ſhewe of doltſhneſſe , ro make the 


KC, 


circuſtances, ' {infull mouth of laughter to gape, and often ſportingat 
_ that which'ſhould rather moue pittic and compunRi- 


on ; Stages gf defoluteneſle, and baites to entice people 
to.lightneſle, For is not Viceſetto ſale on open Thea. 
ters ? is there nota Sodome of filthineſſe patntedout 2 
and tales of carnallloue, adalterie, ribaldrie; leacherie, 
murther, 'rape, interlarded witha thouſand vneleane 
ſpeeches, euen common ſchooles of bawdric ? is;not 


this the way to make men ripe in all-kinde of villanie, 


and corrupt the manners of the whole:world: 2: And 
there; wanteth noArt; neither, to makeitheſe bawdie 


diſhes delightfullin taſte,  Forare nottheir Dialogues 


puft vp with ſwelling wordes ? are not theyr argu- 
ments pleaſing and' rauiſhing'?, ang made-more tor- 
cible by geſture and outwardaRtion?-ſurelyrhis muſt 


needes attraq the minde- 19 imitate fach; yiees@ are. 


portrayed out, whereby the ſoule is tainted withimpic= 


tie : foritcannotbe, butthattheinternall powers muſt 
be mouedat ſuch viſible and liuely ebiets. And prin- 


cipally,youth are made pliantto wantonnes & _ 
an 
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and the tender buddes of good maners vtterly rooted 
out.And many times (which is moſt ſinfull) intermixe 


A ſinfull 


the acted words of God, that neuer ought to be hand- wixcure, 


led withour feare and trembling , with their filthy and 
ſcurrillous Paganiſme : is not this abhominable pro- 
phanation? is not that humble reuerence of the ora- 
cles.-of God, hereby blaſphemed,and baſcly ſcorned? is 
this fit ro be ſuffered where Chriſt is profeſſed 2 muſt 
the holy Prophets and Patriarkes be ſet vpona Stage,to 
be derided, hift, and laughtat ? or isit fit that the infir- 
mities of holy men ſhould be ated on a Stage, where- 
by others may be inharted toruſh careleſly forward in- 
to vnbrideled libertie ? doubtleſle the iudgement of 
Godis notfarre off from ſuch abuſers of diuine myſte- 


ries: as wee hauean example in Enſebins, lib. 8. to this. 


efteRt,ofa certainePoer, who mixing the word of God 
in a HeathiniſhPlay:,: was fuddenly ſmitten blinde for 
bt wr" I0-.: 

-  Furthermbrezthere isno paſſion wherwith the king, 
the ſoucraigne maieſtic ofthe Realme was poſleſt, but 
is coplifions 


king the auntient Fathers and Paſtors ofthe Church; 


nd openly{ported with,and madea May- T1, 5:ae 


game toall thebcholders,abuling the ſtate royall,moc- mm or ay 
egregioully 
wroneed,und 


andalbeitthe holy Ghoſt vouchſafeth them many faire the vulgar tort 


tytles,and honourable Epethites, yet notwithſtanding derided. 


they are ſo impudent, as to traducethem'on the Stage, 
andimploy:them in baſe offices :. for looke what part is 
more ſcornfull then ather, isimputed yntothiem; Muſt 
not thisbreede contemipt: to themand cheirplaces; and 
impeachſs holyafun&ion? nodoubt yes, For when 
the faults and (candalls of great men,as Magiſtrates,Mi. 
niſters, andſuchas hold —_— places, ſhall be openly 
F010]: F- a 


Red: 


_—— 
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acted and obicRed tothe ſences, orfaignedtofbee re. 
plenifhed with viceandpaſfhion, it = needes breed 
diſobedience, and flight regard of theyr-anthioritie, 
whcreofenſueth breach of lawe, -and contemptof fu. 
pcriours : there neede not bee a quickening, orcalling 
backe againe of the ſcapes of ſuch men, to makethem 
odious and contemptible , for cucrie fault they com- 
mit,be'itas ſmalasapibble, yetisitſobigasamil-ſtone, 
becauſerhey ſtandin the gaze of the world, andſoone 
ſpyed ifthey offend neuerſolitle. 'Þ is 
This Yetus comedia was inuented to good purpoſe, 
Petr comes the ſubiect, matter ofmorall documents, theaſſembly, 
ns, the Senators and chiefe Cittizens : andas Twllycallerhi 
them, Humdneviteſpeculum, aglaſſeofmansIlite : for 
whenthey repreſent the as of vertuous men , time, 
Auntent Co PIACE » and perſons conſidered, they are (deemed by 
medics,abfia- ſome to be) ſufferable, and thar forthisicauſe, when as 
clesot Verwe. the comely deedes of good menare feelingly brought 
to remembrance, it cannot but moueotherto imitate 
thelike goodneſle : or on the other fide, when the 
ſpots and errours of our life, ſhall be ated to our owne 
ſhame, itis impoſſiblethatwe ſhouldbe contentto be 
ſuch, andnotloath our owneeuill, as whena bragging 
Thraſo, aftrutting Philopolimarchides, a double deas 
lingParafite, or ſuch mad humoursas raigne in com- 
mon diſorder, dſplayed according to decorum , no 
ſpeRator but is 'driuen to prye into himſelfe if hee 
haue the like favites or no : for I'thinke verily that 
no man will allowe ſuch : abhominable. a&ions'in 
—_ » when theyare ſo viſibly painted out in 0- 
ner. -&&g yan el f:0ho ; 
_ And albeit ſome benefite might comeif circum- 


® . 
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ſtances were obſerued, yet now is it farre otherwiſe, for 
theſe moderne Playes, wherewiththe world is now ſo 
peſtred,arealtogether made vp6 laſciuious arguments, 
and ferueas the very Organs & Inſtruments to vanitie : 
the honour due to God,and reuerenceto man,jis laid a- 
ſide,Yertuediſroabed, and Vice exalted; andin ſtead of 
morallitic,fitions,lies, and ſcurrillous matteris foyſted 
in,and is — conucied into the hearts ofthe aſh- 
ſtants, whereby they are transformed into that they ſee 
ated before them:: forthe ruſticke & common ſort,are 
as Apes,thatwill imitate in themſelues,that which the 
ſeedonebyother. Or if they ſtuffe their Scene wit 
ſome one good precept, or well. worded inftruion, 
what power haththat to moue to Yertxe? when it is im- 
mediately prophaned with their exorbitant foolerie, as 
pure waterinafouleand muddie ceſterne, 

The indicorum of Poets, & greedinefle of Hiftori- 
ans,iumping in one ſimpathy, haue changed the int&d- 
ment ofthe formerages. 

For as<Menander in Greece, which is thought to bee 
thefirſtinuenter of Comedies, Aeſchilws, or T heſpis, the 
dcuiſer of Tragedies,aymedat Yertze in blazing outthe 
deedsofhonelſtie, with graueand ſobertermes, which 
indeed wererude&imperfeR,by reaſon of the infancie 
of thetime,vntil they were afterward adorned with the 
choice flowers of Sophocles and Emripides, of whom it is 
doubted whether is the better Poet. 

Theſedidlabourby modeſt delight, to drawemen 
by example to goodneſſe: neither can I imagin,but that 


they obſerued many.particulars , as well in the choiſe 


Hor, m arte 


Poetica, 


Dmmill, 


hb.10. 


of their Auditorie, as of good matter',. without gree-- 
dic defire to multiply excefwe gaine,, .and no doubt 
were. 


The docute 
ments of 
Playes, 


Wiſedome 


doth euer 
miſtruſtir 
ſelfc. 
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were played priuately in their Accademies , at ſome 
ſet times,at which were preſent the chicfe Burgomai» 
ſters,Senators,and graue Fathers of the citie. - 

Butif we oppoſe our quotidian Enterludestothem 
of former time , and conſider the multitude. of ours, 
with the paucitic and fewnefle of theirs, wee ſhall ſee a 
great diuctfiticas well in the method of writing , as in 
the time,place,and company:for now nothingis made 
ſo vulgarand common , as beaſtly and palpable tolly: 
luſt, vader colour of loue, abſtract rulesartificially come 
poſed, to carrie the minde into ſinfullthoughts , with 
vncleane locution,and vnchaſte behauiour,as groping, 
colling, kiſſing, amorous prattle, and ſignes of Venerie, 
whereby the maidenly diſpoſition is polluted with luſt, 
and mouedto impietie. 

Againe,ifa man will learne to be proud,fantaſticke, 
humorous, to makeloue, ſweare, ſwagger, andin a 
word cloſely dooany villanie, for atwo-pennyalmes 
hee may be throughly taught and madea perfect good 
ſcholler : ſothat publike Sermons are made of all kinde 
of naughtineſſe , andthe bridle of wicked liberticlaid 


. oneuery mansnecke : and herein ſtandeth their glory, 


if by pleaſing the vulgar opinion , they gaine a plau- 
9 ps they ſtreake their plumes, & ſpread theyr 
pride, 

When Phoſion had made an cloquent oration be- 
forethe people , and ſeeing them clap their hands for 
10y, queſtioned ſuch as were next him,ifhe had vttered 
any fooliſh and vnſeemly thing *-teaching vs by this, 
that we oughtalwayes to ſuſpe& the rude multitude, 
for that their weake iudgements can hardly diſcerne 


betweene Viceand Yertue, and their affetions ſo _ 
| that 
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that they commonly embrace the cuill in ſtead of 


ood. . | =. 

Inlike maner Hippomachme hearing one of his ſchol. 
[ers praiſed for his fidling, bad him ceaſe playing, for he 
was ſure there was ſome great crrourin the fiagering, 
that hee was fo applauded of the ignorant : what true 
alory then canthey iuſtly merit, thatare praiſed by the 
witleflc and braine-ficke multitude ? Andas theſe cop- 
per-lace gentlemen growerich, gurchaſelands by adul. 
ecrous Playes,& not fewe of them yſurers and extortio- 
ners, which they exhauſt outof the purſes of their haun. 
ters, ſo are they puft vp in ſuch pride and ſelfe-loue, 
as they enuictheir equalles , and ſcorne theyr inferi- 
Ours. 


Now the common haunters are for the moſt part, ry, common * 
the leaudeſt perſons in the land, aptfor pilferie, periu-: ſpeftarors and | 
rie, forgeric, orany rogotie, thevery ſcum, raſcallitie, **-8840«% 


and baggage of the people,thecues,cut-purles, ſhifters, 
couſoners; briefly, an vncleane generation, and ſpaune 
of vipers: muſt not here be good rule , whereis ſucha 
broede of hell-bred creatures? fora Play is like a fincke 
ina Towne , wherevntoallthefilehdoth runne : or a 
bylein the body, thatdraweth all the ill humours vn- 
toit, 

For what more fitter occaſion to fumman all the 
diſcontentedpeople together, then Playes? toattempt 
ſome execrableacis,commotions, mutinies,rebellios, 
as ithapned at Winahain Norff, inthe timeof Z, the s. 
whereata Stage Play (according toa drunken cuſtome 
there vſcd)the horriblerebellioof Ker and his compli. 
ces,by a watch-word giuen,brake out,to the trouble of 
the whole kingdome : and _—_ not daily fall out 

in 


m——_— 
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in common experience, that there is either fighting, 
whereof enſueth murther 2? robbing and theeuering, 
whereof commeth hanging ? or ſpotting the ſoule with 
wickedneſle, that he becommeth the very ſonne of Be- 
tiall ? and are they not growne odious to good men, 
andill reported of ? aretheſc indifferent to bee vſed ? 
nay verily, if a man louehis owne ſafetie, he ought to 
withdrawe himſelfe from ſuch vaine ſpectacles. 
Dlavesinthe Bur Eſpecially theſg nocturnallandnight Playes, at 
niphe,very Vnſcaſonableand vnduetimes, moregreatercuils muſt 
hurtful, neceflarily proceed of them, beeauſe they do not onely 
hideand couer the thiefe,butalſo entice ſeruants out of 
their maiſters houſes, wherby opportunitie is offeredto. 
looſe fellowes,to effet many wicked ſtratagems.. Ina 
word (as they are now vſed ) they corrupt good man- 
ners,and ſetabroachthe veſlſell of all vncleaneneſle; the 
care is tickled with immodeſtſpeeches, the mindeim- 
printed with wanton geſture, and the whole affeQions 
rauiſhed with ſinful pleaſure : in fo much as many leaue 
their honeſt callings,liueidlely, and gaddeto thoſe pla- 
ces wherethe diueldiſplayeth his banner,liuing ſolong 
ypon the ſpoile of other men,till at laſt they are catenvp 
by Tyborne, Nay many poore pincht, needie crea- 
tures , thatliueofalmes , and that haue ſcarce neither 
cloath to theirbacke, nor foode forthe belley, yet will 
make hard ſhift but they will ſee a Play, ler wife & chil. 
dren begge, languith in penurie, and all they can rappe- 
and rend, islittleinough tolay vpon ſuch vanitie, Ne- 
uertheleſle ſome will obierhey are neceſfarie , and fit 
to beallowedinpollicie : and why fo ? becauſe they 
are meanes to occupie idle people, and keepe the wor- 
ſcr ſort from worlſer cxctciſes : for if Playes were not 


(ay 
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(lay they) ſome would to drunkennefle , ſome a who- 
ring,others to dice, cardes, rioting, and ſuch vileprac- 
tiſes, which by Playes is all prevented, This proucth 
themaslawfullin London , as the common Stewes in 
Rome, or Yen : for is thisa ſencible reaſon, that of ne- 
ceſſitie one ſinne cannot be pulled downe,but an other 
as bad or worſe, muſt be erced inſtead of it? it is no 
ſound argument,to diſpence with one to eſchew the 0- 
ther, and ſoby ſhunning Carribds, fall ypon Scilla : but 
how fhall we ſpend thetime? as though there were no 
exerciſe to be vſcd, but that that leadeth to miſchiefe, 
Time flycth away apaceand therfore wearecomman. 
ded toredeemethetime,ſecing we haue but too much, 
when we wilfully looſeand abuſe it.Idlenefſe isafinne 
oreat inough of it ſelfe , though it haue no nouriſh- 
ment by finfull games and ſports : but doubtleſle if the 
cauſe wereremoued,the efo® would ſooneceaſe, and 
the time bee ſpent in more honeſt endeuours , and by 
licleandlitle(thelawe obſerued)the men would be wai- 
ned fromſuch intollerableabuſes. 

.., Others will belch outthis blaſphemie, that a man 
may edifieas muchat ſome Play,as ata Sermon : this I 
calily grauor,if ſa be when hegocth to Church he lea- 
ueth his heattathome  oratleaſtitis ſoflintic, that no 

od thing will penetrate , the diuell fitting at the cl- 
gas eyther rockes him a ſleeepe,oramazeth the 
minde with wandring thoughts : ſo that filling a place 
asa Cipherin augrime,heareth a buzzing ſound in his 
eares,but is neuertruly toucht in his heart, Befide,the 
affections arenotalike-: for ata Play the whole facultic 
ofthe mindeis — bent on delight,the eye car- 


neſtly fixed vpon the obiedt , euery ſence buſied "= 
2 the 
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in common experience, that there is cither fighting, 
whereof enſucth murther 2 robbing and theeuering, 
whereof commeth hanging ? or ſpotting the ſoule with 
wickedneſſe, that he becommeth the very ſonne of Ze- 
liall ? and are they not growne odious to good men, 
andill reportedof ? aretheſe indifferent to beevſed ? 
nay verily, if a manlouchis owne ſafetie, he ought to 
withdrawe himſelfe from ſuch vaine ſpectacles. 
hah But eſpecially theſg noturnall ms night Playes, at 
ayesinthe K K 
night,very VRſeaſonableand vnduetimes, moregreatercuils muſt 
huntul, = neceffarily proceed of them, beeauſe they do not onely 
hideand couer the thiefe,butalſo entice ſeruants out of 
their maiſters houſes, wherby opportunitie ts offered to 
looſe fellowes,to effeft many wicked ſtratagems.. Ina 
word (as they arenow vſed ) they corrupt good man- 
ners,and ſetabroach the veſlell of all vncleaneneſle; the 
earc is tickled with immodeſtſpeeches, the mindeim- 
printed with wanton geſture, and the whole afteQions 
rauiſhed with finful pleafure : in fo much as many leaue 
their honeſt callings,liueidlely, and gadde to thoſe pla- 
ces wherethediueldiſplayeth his banner,liuing ſolong 
ypon the ſpoile of other men,tillat laſt they are catenvp 
by Tyborne, Nay many poore pincht, needie crea- 
tures , thatliue ofalmes , and that haue ſcarce neither 
cloath to their backe, nor foode for the belley, yet will 
make hard ſhift but they will ſeea Play, let wife & chil. 
dren begge, languith in penurie, andall they can rappe- 
and rend, islittleinough to lay vpon ſuch vanitie, Ne- 
uertheleſle ſome will obic&they are neceſfarie , and fit 
to beallowediinpollicie : and why ſo ? becauſe they 
are meanes to occupie idle people, and keepethe wor- 
ſcr ſort from worſer exetciſes : for if Playcs werenot 
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(fay they) ſome would to drunkennefle , ſome a who- 
ring,others to dice, cardes, riotting, and ſuch vileprac- 
tiſes, which by Playes is all prevented, This proucth 
themaslawfullin London , as the common Stewes in 
Rome, or Yens : for isthisa ſenciblereaſon, that of ne. 
ceſſitie one {inne cannot be pulled downe,but an other 
as bad or worſe, muſt be erced inſtead of it? it is no 
{ound argument,to diſpence with one to eſchew the 0- 
ther, and ſoby ſhunning Carribds, fall ypon Scilla : but 
how fhall we ſpend thetime*? as though there were no 
exerciſe to be vied, but that that leadeth to miſchiefe. 
Time flycth away apaceand therfore weare comman.- 
ded toredeemethetime,ſeeing we haue but too much, 
when we wilfully looſeand abuſe it.Idlenefle isafinne 
oreat inough of it ſelfe , though it haue no nouriſh- 
ment by ſinfull games 7 : but doubtleſle if the 
cauſe wereremoued,tne eftet would ſoone ceaſe, and 
the time bee ſpent in more honeſt endeuours , and by 
litle and litle(thelawe obſerued)the men would be wai- 
ned from ſuch intollerableabuſes. 

_ Others willbelch outthis blaſphemie, that a man 
may cdificas muchatſomePlay,asata Sermon : this I 
calily grauor,if ſo be when hegoeth to Churchyhe lea- 
ueth his heattathome oratleaſtitisſoflintic, that no 

ood thing will penetrate , the diuellftting at the cle 

weandeyther rockes him a ſleeepe,oramazeth the 
minde with wandring thoughts : ſo that filling a place 
asa Cipherin augrime,heareth a buzzing ſound in his 
earcs,but is neuertruly toucht in his heart, Beſide,the 
affetions arenotalike-: for ata Play the whole facultic 
ofthe mindeis —_— bent on delight,the eye car- 


neſtly fixed vpon the obic& , cuery ſence buſied = 
2 the 
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therime, the care narrowly waiteth to catch that that 
is vrtered, ſending itto wit : wittoreaſon : reaſon to 
memorie,which locketh itvpina clozer, leaſt it ſlip out 
againe: the diuell in the meane timelikeaquierfellow, 
doth not trouble the affeRions with ſtrange deluſions; 
and why ſo ? becauſethey are occupicdin his worke, 
Furthermore, a man is not wearied be it neuer ſotedi- 
ous,becauſe they doo not onely (as I ſay) feed the care 
with ſweete words, _ ballanced, the eye with va- 
riable delight, butalſo with greatallacritie doth ſwiftly 
runncouecrintwo houres ſpace , the dovings of many 
yeares , galloping from one countrey to an other, 
whereby the minde is drawne into expeRation of the 
ſequell , and carried from one thing toan other with 
changeable motions , that although hee were vnac- 


quainted with the matter before , yet the cunning Art. 


hee ſecth in the conueyance, maketh him patiently-at- 
tend the Cataſtrophz : when as at a Lectureand ho- 
ly exerciſe, all the ſencesare mortified and poſſeſt with 

rowſineſſe : ſo thatby this then we may ſee our core 
rupt nature , and the ſorethatrunneth ouerthe whole 
body; torthe mindeis nothing ſo'tentible at agood 
inſtruion , nor the care ſoaudible, asatavaine and 
ſportiue foolcrie :. 6 how dull.is the affetions to the 
one, and how promptto the other ! how the tongue 


will itterate and repeate the one with-great ioye, 


and fmoulder vp the other in drowſic melancho. 
lye. 


onely note them to bee infamous perſons thar ated 
them,excludingthem from offices,and giuing teſtimo. 
Ric incauſes crimminall, butallo ſupplanted ——_— 

owne 


Many well gouerned Common-wealths , did not 


VOL VUSDOTy, its 
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L, downe Theatersand common Play-houſfes , leaft an 
things ſhould be imprinted in the peoples harts 2oainit 
honeſtic. | 

Licurgw baniſhed all Players , Pypers , Sophiſters, 
GC, | 
/ Ovid for his wanton Ars amand; , was exiled by Au- 
p guitue, 

Invinall,as an inſtrument of obſceniticand bawdery, 
was driucn out of his countrey , becauſe by their wan. 
ton Elegies, they madethe mindes obſequies to looſe 
living. 

7 IE fatherbeing demanded what he thought 
of Playes and idle Poetrie : aonſwered;they were ver 

to infect young wits with vanitic and needlefle 
oppcrie., : 

The groſleneſſcofthe Heathen was ſuch, that they _ 
dedicated Playes, games, mummeries, maskes, &c. to — 
their Idols,to pacific their (ſuppoſed) diſpleaſure. And then, 
although there is none but abhorreth ſuch foule Idol 
p36 larrie, yetthe diuell hath ſuch a Heczatombe of ſacrifices 
out of obſceneand filthy Playes, Tobeeſhort , men 
ought to recreate themſclues.comely and decently, 
and vſe cxerciſesof better report , andlcfle hurt : for 
what ſaieth Saint ChriſoFome to the faithfull of his 
time ?: In no caſe (faieth hee ) frequent Theaters, 
leaſt you bee branded with infamic., It is no ſmall 
offence. ( ſaieth Ciprian)) for a man to diſguiſe him» 
ſelfe in che garments of a woman, vnleſſc in caſes of 
great neceſſitie,to ſage the life,&c. . | 

And therefore it were to bee wiſhed, that all 
louc-bookes, Sonnets, and vile pamphles , werebur. 
ncd, and no morcſuffered to be printed , nor filthy - 


Q. 3 Playes - 


——— — 
b 
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Playes rehearſed, which are the bellowes to blowe the 
coales of luſt, ſoften the minde;, and make it flexible to 
cuil inclinations : vnlefle firſt ſeene and allowed, by 
ſome of approued and diſcreet judgement. 

To conclude,it were further to be wiſhed, that thoſe 
admired wittes of this age; Tragzdians,and Comedi- 
ans,that garniſh Theaters with their inuentions, would 
ſpend their wittes in more profitableſtudies, andleaue 
off to maintaine thoſe Anticks,and Puppets,that ſpeake 
out of their mouthes : forit is pittie ſuch noble gittes, 
ſhould be ſobaſlely imployed, as to proſtitutetheirin- 
genious labours to inrich ſuch buckoromegentlemen. 
And much better it were indeed they had nor wit, nor 
learning atall, then toſpenditinſachvanitie,to the dif- 
honour of God,andcorruptingthe Common-wealth : 
buthethatdependeth on ſuch weake ſtaics;ſhallbe ſure 
of ſhame and beggeriein the ende: for ithath fildome 
beneſcene, that any of thatprofeſſion haue proſpered, 
or come toan aflured eſtate, 3 08 

Haſtthou wit, learning, andavaineto write wic- 
kedneſle? adde wiſedometo thy wit,and couet towrite 
goodneſſe: ſo ſhalt thou in ſtead of curſing, be bleſſed, 
and immortally praiſed of the good and honeſt, The 
floud of wittie fooliſhries, hatha longtime ouerflowne 
the bankes of modeſtie, the world is full of idle bookes, 
and frtuolous toyes,neuerin any age was thelike: turne 
thy pen, write not with a gooſe quill any longer, clenſe 
thy wit of groſle folly,an oubliſhthings iokrable and 
neceſlary, new, and good, tothe building vp of Yert«e 
andeodlineſle, ' '. EN 

pu the mindeand body wearied with vnrea- 
fonable careand labour? reſt, caſe,andinoftenſivepal- 
x times, 


DA. 


i 
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IO times,are then moſt fitteſt and in ſeaſon : for weare not 

created to follow ſports and pleaſures, and ſent intothe 

worldto play : butfor graue and waightie ſtudies, and 

to vie honeſt mirth, when the body is tyredand no lon- 

gerable toenduretrauaile vnlefle it beagaine refreſhed 

| with ſomeaQiuitie, and not otherwiſe: ſo that ſuch as 

ſpend thetime in vaine trifles, gadding after Playes,and 
idlely runne vp and downe,breakethat ſtraight iniunc- 
tion made by God to Adam: In the ſeat of thy browes 
ſhalt thou eate thy bread. What whoredomes, drun- 
kenneſle, (wearing, and abhominable Sodomie is daily 
practiſed ? doth itnotinuite and call ypon Magiſtrates 
to draw the ſword of reformation ? do they not crie for 
vengeance to heauen ? ſurely there was neuer more fil- 
thineſſe committed then now, the word contemned, 
Preachers deſpiſed, anda dire oppoſition againſt all 
honeſtie,that were it not for ſome fewe that ſtand in the 
'©ap, fireand brimſ{tone would fall from heauen & con- 
Bn the wicked like Sodome and Gomorrah, For doubt- 

+ lIefſethefinsof Sodome,areas rife hereas euer they were 
there,pride,gluttony,cutthroat-enuy,ſelf-Joue, vamcr- 
cifulneffe tothe poore,and ſuchlike,and thoſe not pri- 
uate: but vnuerſall in.all places,and amongſt moſtmen. 

The next enemy to Yertue is Idleneſſe, a burthen of Idenefle the 
impediment, a vice ſo deeply rootedin ſome, thatit ca- 0:1 —__ 
ſteththemheadlong into infernall bondage : the toade 
outof which iſſueth nought but drunkenneſſe, whore. 
domes, pride, ignorance, errour, blindneſle, beggerie, 
and athouſand moe milſeries, Time islike fo many ligh- 

- ted lampes, thatwith care & diligence ougheto be kept 
with oyle : which with dampiſhidleneſſeare ſoone put 
eut,and by negligence let fall : for mans life of it ſelte is 
not 


=. 
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not ſo ſhort by nature, butitismore ſhortned by finne, 
andthe length of time haftened on by iniquitic. The 
ſoule is of too finea mettall and fo pure a temper as to 
loue todo nothing, but wilbe imployed in labour, yet 
becauſe ſhe is impriſoned in the walles of fleſh; follow- 
eth her ſluggiſh inclination:the body by roo much caſe - 
is likea pampered Tade vnſeruiccable,and her dexteritie 
and facultics being made bluntanddull with ſloth , be» 
commeth wholy vnfitfor honeſt labour : for if he remit 
and giue his minde to idleneſle , ill corrupting mo- 
tions creepeinto the ſoule, which polluting the purer 
parts, doby little and little carry him to all impietie,vne 
till the whole man become nothing but the ſonne of 
Belial: by ta wide gapis opened, for adukeryto enter 
in at, andtherefore Dyogenes was wont tolay, by doing 
nothing welearnetodo euil : andluſt(quoth he)is the 
trade and occupation of loyterers : and as that grand. 
maiſter of wantonneſſe Oxid, in his booke Deremedio 4- 
wors faith; 0ſia fitollas periere Cupidns arcus. Anditbce 
ing asked how theEmperour Agifims becameanadule 
terer,itis anſwered : ; 


In promptu canſa ft deſedioſus erat. 


Ttisaplaine caſe he was idle, For if the bodiebenot 
ſet on worke,the mindegoeth aſtray, whereby thislitle 
world is ſoone ouerthrowne by the inuafion madea- 
gainſtitbyconcupiſcence : as whEa man doth faſtlong 


The cauſe of andabſtaine from bodily foode, the emprinefle of the 
thc _ ftomackeand paſſages, draweth into thebodie windie. 


humours and infeQious vapours, becauſe accordingto 
Philoſophic, there is no vecanm, buta preſent ſupply of 
aire: 
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ayre : ſo thatoftencyther by the diſpoſition of the clc- 

- ments, or by realgn of ſome accidenrall cauſe, the ayre 
is ſo infeed and poyſone asit picrceth into the yitall 
. powers, and cither bringethayniuerſyll mortalicie, or 
ſome lingring diſeaſe and ſickneſle : fo in like man- 
ner when the body is kept from corporall labour, 
md HE AO way: mow excrcile , a fit manſi- 
on tor don vatnan 1s prepared, eucry roggme cmpti- 
ed, and the whole pgores and facultics of Cold 
body really polleſt with wicked impictic , wherein 
this grand-traitor to mans happineſle , as ina worke- 
hoyle forge, or common ſhoppe, dooth ſtampe and 
ogeſt abhominable vi- 


cojiaca mylttude of cuils.and ſu 


I & Zz FY 


occupicthemſclues 
in no commendable excrcife, burtmiſpend the time, 
a maruell though the minde bee vpon vahallowed 
actions. 

Idlenefle is acapitall plague, aſorevexingthe body 
with cxtreame torment,aad loading the bones till they 
ctacke with weakenefle, poucrtic, unpotencie, andin 
the cnde laucth olde age naked and /vnprouided for. 
Inaword , nothing is morevnſcemely ina Chriſtian, 
nor more.contrarietothe {awe of God , which com» 
maunderh cuery one to get his living with the [weate 
of his þrowes , preiudiciall to humane ſocietic , and 
injurious to nature : and therefore Themifocles tear- 
meth jdleneſſe rhe graue ang togbe of ſuch men as 


are 
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Anidlc man 2rC aliue , for that there is.no difference betweene an 
is a deadcar- jd]e man, andonethat is dead, for that neither one nor 
_ the other doth any good,” 
_ © Eueryoneis commanndedto be induſtrious inthat 
calling wherein hee is ſet, and earneſtly ſeeketo applie 
himſelfetherevnto,for-hethat worketh nor,is not wor. 
thieto cate : but heethat followeth his trade with dili- 
gence be it neuerſo bafeor mechanical], isalwayesſure 
of competencieand ſaryritie, when as the luskiſhand 
idle notwithſtanding” their great aboundance, are in 
ſhort time conſumed and come to nothing,as the wiſe 
Proz,14, » Man faieth : I paſſedby the field ofthe ſlouthfull, and 
20. , loc it was ouergrowne with bryars, and nettles had - 
, couered the face thereof; andthe ſtone wall was bro- 
, ken downe, &c, Yet a little'ſleepe, a little ſlumber, a 
, little fowlding the handes together, ſo thy pouertic 
, commeth repon thee like an armed man: andasitis 
, inan other place, hee that putteth-his. hand into his 
, boſome, is liketo fall intp pouertie. | 
Some lur-daines that haue wealth leftby theiran» 
ceſtors , holde it a poynt of wiſedome to reſt theyr 
idle limmes and ſpare theyr bodies, and line in the 
hyue vppon the hunney of otherslabour, andas vul- 
tures kill nothing themſelges, but preye vppon that 
which is killed by other, ſo like Catter-pillers do they 
live by the fruites ofother mens labours and ſoretra- 
vale. | 
This kinde of life was ſo much hated among the 
Athenians, that who ſo was ſeene idle was ſeuerely 
puniſhed. And for this vſe, was there Sophroniſtes 
and graue Fathers, thathad the ouerſight and ſurucigh= 
ing ofthe Common-wealth, and moſt chiefly looked 
to - 
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tothe manners of youth. - T#4y reportsthat none durſt 
walke the ſtreetes of Rowe without bearing about him 
ſameſigne of his profeſſion , leaſt hee ſhould becim- 
peachtof idleneſle : andin his oration Pro Architapoe- 
74, hee faith of himſelfe : What time other men ſpentin 
ſports, playes, bankets, dice, cardes, tennice, &c. that 
aith he , I beſtowed in poring on my booke: which is 
vndoubtedlytrue., for ſurely had he bene idle and gi- 
uen to paſtime, as many ſtudents arein theſe dayes, hee 
could neuer haugbenethat notable and cxcellent ſam. 
mus Orator. | | | | 
There is nothing ſo precious as time, which being 
wiltully or willingly .ouerflipr, is impoſſible to be recal- 
led, for that ſhejs deafe and cannot heare,and therefore 
ſhe is painted with lockes before, but bauld behind, be 
cauſe holde may be taken in the comming,but her back 


The piureof 


oncepaſt, is irrecouerable, and the lowder ſhe is called, 4274 1r4bit 


the faſterſheflyeth.. _ 

It were a world to note_the idlencſle of many in 
theſe times , and whatmultitudes liue with doing no- 
thing; oratleaſtwiſe in doing things vnprofitable and 
diſhoneſt : yea, what numbers there be bath in Citie 
and Towne, thatliuelike Drones & idle Grafhoppers, 
asSaright wiſe and honourable Counſellorreported in 
the Starre-chamber , thatin the citie as hee verily was 
perſwaded, there were atleaſtathouſand families that 
could giue no honeſt reckening oftheir life. Some like 
Aſopslabber, fitheating thei heelesagainft a ſtall, ſome 
friske from houſe to houſe, as buſie-bodies :-others in 
curious obſcruations and fault-finding with the gate, 
apparell,{peech,and defeRs of other,and fatthemſclues 
with buficapprehenſions, | 
: K-24: This 


pericu/nn, 
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This peeuiſh nature is derived fron that ode Witch 

| pan tra £424whoas the Poets faite, had broade proſpective 

; «mea hath 

| | many chuldre, Eyes to pull out and inat pleaſure , and-ather going 4- 
broad , wouldpit 6h and be very curious and circum- 
ſpect- in peering and-poring about ro ſee what was a- 
miſſe in het neighbours houſe; bur at her returfihome, 
would locke themvpin acap-caſe, afid fatte downeto 
ſpinningas blinde as a beetle, and never ſawe what was 
amifſe it her owne houſe : ſo in like manner , many 
both ſonnes anddaughters ſhe hath,that cram. thefore- 
partof the wallet with ſmall defects , whenthe waight 
of theit owne behinde , is readie to pull ther backe.. 
ward into al contetript : 4nd many fetnale ſinners fre- 
quetit grearalſemblies fornothing elſe but to ſpye out 
riew faſhions , of which they mike 1 e comments at- 
their terutrie,neuer reſt night norday;tillthey betricke 
vp witli like trurperie , and rata intheyr 
neighbours coate , a moate _ c, #Wiinckleawry, 
theh theres todo and to d6,ahd triftilnys t outfagaine 
and againe, as trien ted hiay, A wotyen wWhirhel » 
bour, ſuch 2 mari #5106 faiiliar with age taide, he 
bankerout; af ,a bafte-body; ſheis a aiaddie 
queanie, a Gkhy -alompeof kitchinftuffe,and ſuch 
like :isiorhere good ware which t offert6lell, to 
eutry oties diſgrace? andehuvrhey away thetime 
in vaine and idle obſervations , arid vtterly forget to 
looke into their owne boſome, and prineandcorrea- 
their owtiedeforthities ; Which —_ uber they ſhould 


finde pen poo _ 
2 new 6craſion to 


and wo no one Hohre oughitto ſlipaway with- 
out ſome profitable thing done - but as Ceſar 1 — his. 
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Commentaries ſetterh downe his dicirnall affaires,cuc- c,;, -,,, 
ry daycs bufinefſe : ſoa man muſt exerciſe himſelfe dai- 
ly in ſuch things as belong to his calling, and to liuc fo + 
thathis may bee deſired , and by his life to 
yceld benefmeto the place where heliuerth, and-not ſo 
| tolineas ifhe were borne onely for himfelfe;butas Pla pie, 
| zoſaith, for our friends, parents,countrey,and ſuch com. 
| monduties , which arc the finall cndes of every mans 
labour: but he that regardeth neither of theſe, his com- 
| pany cloyeth the ſtomacke, and thereforeto beſpewed 
out 25 an vnprofitable waſter. Callings are diſtingui- 
ſhed intoſundry profeſſions, according to the neceflitic 
of the time , becauſe cuery man may not oncly haue 
wherein to imploy himſclte, and to benefite others by 
| his. trauell , bur alſo.to haue helpe by the facultie of 
| his neighbour : yetall come into theſe two , either in 
| minde orin body,the Magiſtrate, Miniſter, and fuch as 
| -holde publique and ſacred places , do tabour inminde 
with good counſel,ingoucrament and doQtrine,which 
l js the more excellent calling : others are manuel or 
| mechanicall, which is the more weariſome & toilſome: 


withour theſe no common-wealch can ſtand ; for as it 
is a great pollicie in maintaining diſcipline, ſo is it nota 
| little cheriſhed by other callings.. The Husband-men 


| which Tl callcth the beſt cirtizens, intillage, paſtu- 
| rage, and theRealme with graine, Itisnot c- 
quallnor le to nature, fora mantoliueprow- 


j | : 

; | lingandfhifting by the labours of other men,and prey 

—_ their cartbesbet tolabour himſelfe in ſome o 
£0: ling,thathiscompanie may be enioyed. 

The Philoſ did meaſure out theirreſt, and in- 

uent meancsto DA TAIT _ 
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drowſineſle of nature , were content.qnely to refreſh - | 
the ſpirits, that the poores mightbe mare pliantto per- - 1, 
forme dutie.. . - 24.91 OILS kf 4 fu! 

 Catorepented him of nothinghe had daneinall his 
life ſo much as of two things; -one ingaingby water / 
when he might haue gone by land: the othetinpaſling þ 


ouecrone day idlely,and doingnothing. -.;. 

. Alexandirhateditſomuch,thatleaſtit ſhouldabate 
the courage of his ſouldiets;-and raiſe tumults, kept 
them occupied inappointing Iudges to tric outfuch as 
had ſhewed themſclues moſt valiant in thewarres , to | 
whom he gaue rewards dueto their deſeruings. Him. ; 
ſelfe delighted inthe workes of Homer,in ſo much as he | 
wouldlay it vnder his head when tice flept , to read in | 
when heawaked. | 

Domitian would ſpend the time in catching flyes, 
Lucull in building. Diogenes in rowling his Tubbe vp 
and downe. cMHarcarius incartying heapes of ſtones 
from place to place, Andif we conliderthe workes, la« 
bours,and largevolumes ofthe Fathers, Philoſophers, oe aſe 
Orators, Hiſtoriographers, Poets, and Schoole-men, | 
we may ſeethey made precious vicoftime, and by ta- 
king hold of opportunitic,lefta memory thercofto po. | 


ſteritie. _ ES | 
When Titw had milpent oneday, andit was gone 
before he wasaware, cried out, Amice diem perdidi, O 
my friend I haue loſt a day. . Appelles would notlooſe a 

day withoutſhadowingaphiſnomie. . 
Itisremembred ofthe Emperour 0Zanian, thatin- 
ſtructed his ſonne in martiallaffaires, and his daughter 
in making cloath,as well to getthcir owneliuing,ifad- 
ucriitie hapned,as tokeepe ana. © : 
| pI eric 
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Euerie one therefore ought to apply himſelfe to 
ſome honeſtbuſineſle, and ſtirre vp his body and mind 


' to ſome commendableſcience : for by labour and cx- 


erciſe, Yertwe is purchaſed, when by daſtardly idleneſſe 
the poores become ſoft and delicate , through which 
_ fall into ſports, playes, and immoderate pleaſures : 
and being emprie ofall good motions, the diuell ſoone 
takes vp his lodging, and keepes open houſe for all vi- 
ces: the very rotte and ſpoile of youth, the ſummons to 
beggerie, whicklikea beadle doth ſcourge inthe ende 
with the whip of repentance, 

Haniballafter all his great viRories,by idlencſle was 
was wrappedin delights,and loſt his honour. 

Alexander at Babilon-ouerthrew his glorie and his 
further hopes by dalliance, and quenched that forti- 
tude and valour with-which hce was-ſo really endu- 
ed. 

Sardinapalus was exiled his kingdome through idle= 
nefle and careleſſe gouernment. 

Timeflyeth away with wings, and thereforca wile 
man will lay holde of herforelockes while it is to day, 
to inrich the minde with the experiments of thoſe 
things that bring perfeR bleſſedneſſe, Forit may bee 
ſuppoſed that God would-neuer haueputa ſoule into 


thatbody which hath hands and feete, inſtruments of. 


doing , but that it was intended theminde ſhould ſer 
them on worke , and imploy them in aRion , and not 
to holde ſo diuine an efſence in the dungeon of idle. 
n eſſe. . | wo 
Wearebornetolibour, as well as thebirds toflye.. 
Salomon ſendeth'vs to the Emet to learne wiſedome, 
to conſider herinduſtric , wholike a good Econimiſt, 
| i prouides: 
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prouides in Sommer for Winter,whercof E/ope affoor- 
detha pleaſant conceited fable : The Ang &the Grafle. 

hopper. (faith he) walking together on a ſunnje bapke, 
the one piping andcazeledly ckipping, looked after no» 
thing;theother cixcumſpettin pry prying het pro- 
uiſion was ſcatteredin the way, carctully nadir vp 
and carried it to her cabþin , whom the raſſchopper 
ſeeing , corned this peedleſſe thrift with many bitter 
taunts : now itfelloutthat in ſhox time theſe two par- 

cd , the one to herfaire ſweetes which che ſealon did 
yeeld, the other to herlabour , the one reſpeRed the 
timc preſent , thinking the Spring would laſt all the 
yeare; the other timeto come, providing (the 
ſharpeſiormesof froſt andſnowe. 7 ras winter 
grew on , and togke from omg pr perher wonted 
moiſture,berefthim ofhis withhis ms 


hammes weakelyskips tooand Ss. and beeing pin, —_— 
C= 


wth hunger , and drencht wi ith hewers » WE 

courtothe othe Ang, her olde acquaintance, and entreated 
ſome liefe,but whe litleworme demaunded what ſhe 
had doneallthe Sommer tirae, ſhe conldnot 

for Winter? The Graſhopperanſmered withahollow 
voyce;ſhe ſung to delightthe paſſenger: then now-you 
may dauncequoth "my, 20 ourhunger. With this 
the Graſhopper yeelding to theweathers extterwinics, 
foodeleſſe;omfortlelicand efle, died without 
xemedic ; alluding by thealligorieto ſuch idle andlai- 
ziemencodg;whoſpend the bommer. of yauth in wan- 
tonneſle, that Wh the winter of olde ag commeth, 
arefouced towant andfecle theftormes of pevurie,and 


languiſhÞy iaferred ie, And therefore while 
dmedotiaoic le, andthebody ablecoenduve ye 
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is good to feeke for thoſethings that may bring ioy and 
comfort to oldeage. Neuerthelefſe youth Fork ſup» 
poſethat God keepetha court of faculties for them to 
take vpadiſpenſation,to runne madding after euery vas. 
nitie,hauing as they thinke, ſo much time as they know 
not howtoſpendit : butas the Miller who hauing too 
much water, openeth his floud-gates and flucestolet it 
paſle - ſo they think they hauctime pluſquam ſatis, more 
then needs , and therefore vie meanes to ſpend it by 
breaking vp the floud.gates of their vaine affeRiss : and 
leaſt they ſhould be = vp with too much time, let it 
vnprofitably runneout , and gather nothing by theyr 
owne labour, butſpoile houſe, land, and a 
is left, in banqueting,dicing,hunting,hawking,and car- 
ding , which like a bauin giuctha goodly blaze for a 
while, butis ſoone out, andin the end glad to warme 
their nailes with their owne breath , and when froſtic 
age commeth on, the ioynts feeble,thebloud dead, the 
body colde , and a quiuering paulſey ouer-ſpread the 
fimbes : oh how faine would he be thriftic , and how 
nearely doth his wantpinch him ! heis forced with the 
laizie Graſhopper tobewaile his ſtate , and repent the 
loſfe oftime, Oh what goodsand poſſeflions did my 
friends leaue me,which are prodigally waſted? how of- 
ten did they ſecke to reclaime me with good counſell 
if I had benegracious? and thoſe vices that muſtered 
about my young yeares, how ſoone mightT haue ſup- 
preſt them? butthen being young and fooliſh,am now 
oldeand ly : towhom ſhall I communicate my 
riefe,that will yeeld ſuccour? all my laments are boot- 
eſſe,relentleſſe,ard pittilefle : whata heauie reckening 
haueIto make, waking ſo many idle houres in cating, 
© S drinking, 


The vanitiCc 
of ſome olde 
men, 
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drinking,ryoting in ſports, games, and paſtimes,and all 


my flouriſhing youth ia idleneſſe, nor ſpending one 
houre in his ſeruice to whom all is due, & now Uhould 
finde moſt comfort in that I haue gotſo nearemyend, 
a hell of vnquiet torments lye on my conſcience rea- 
dic tofinke medowne to heil. Let youth therefore be 
warned, and laie holde on the winges of Time while 
it is ta:day, leaſt by ſlipping the tydeof opportatitie 
they fall into a ſorrowtfull Jamentation when itis too 
late, | T9 
'  Andthetrforeſuch old menas are ſortie their youth 
is gone, it isa ſure token theywere neuer wiſe nor gra- 
tious,' for hee isnowileman that repintthar the moſt 
profitable things, foragetakethaway thedetightof'the 
fleſh; the roote of all euill : forthere can beno greater. 
plague tomans happineſle then the will of-the bodie, 
which by the priuiledge of youth is ſubieQro-ſo many 
indirect courſes,deſtroyingthejudgement,andpurting 
out the eyeof reaſon, no:communitiewith Yerzue; but 
aliuely brotherhood with viceand vanitie :- yet ſome 
rake great glorie tocrake of their youthful! as, and tell 
many ſtories of their prankes in former time;'I didthis 
and this faith one, Ithusand thusfaith an other, Tholpe 
the Prieſt to ſay Maſſeſaith a third, and by bragging of 
their ſtinking rottennes,and reuiuing their own ſhame: 
Suppoſe they gaine credite for ſuch infamons praQi- 
ſes, and commend themſelues to poſteritie, asmen en. 
dued with notable exploits, but /howſoeuerthey boaſt 
they glorie but in-theyr owne ſhame, and by ſporting 
at theyr wantonneſle, bewray theyr owneguiltineſle : 
for if thou haſt committed any horrible 6ifenceinthe 
time of ignorance, and not repented thy'ſelfe of it in 
ume 
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time of knowledge, thou haſt giuen conſent to thy 
leaudneſſe, and fo ftandeſt guiltie before God : and 
therfore the Prophet Daxid praieth God to forgiuethe * 
ſinnes of his youth, 1.,3.. 

Licurgns by his lawes forbad young mento play , or 
gocidlely vp and downe inthe Marte or common pla- 
ces, orto be nurſed vp in delights and pleaſures, but in 
husbandry and tillage, that in their firſt yeares they 
might not taſte of idleneſſe, 

And Zenocrates did vie to dinuide the day into parts, 
reſeruing one Partforfilence, thathee might meditate 
how to ſpeake : not onely therefore the Realme is prol- 
perouſly held vp by bufineſſe and labour, but a mans 
priuate wants ſupplied , and his domeſticke neede- 
ments maintained : whereas idlenefſe oucrthroweth 
all : and therefore warres in a kingdomeare more pro- 
fitable (faith one) then peace, for warres ſtirreth the 
minde to Yertze,when peace breedeth idlenefle. And as 


the Poet ſaith: 


Nam qui deſidians Inxwmque ſequetur inertem, 
Dum fugit oppoſites incauta mente labores, 
Jon  ſumul miſerabile tranſiget enum : 


T urpu imop, 
Alt quiſquts duros cauſus,virtatis atwore, 


Ficeritjlle ſibi landensque decuſque parabit, 


For hethat giues his mindeto ſloth, 
toriotizeandeaſe, 
And honeft labours intermit, 
....-  higjdlelimbsto pleaſe, 
Both naked,poore,and miſerable, 


oldage on him will ceaſe. 
I'S But 
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But ifthat he for Yertwes ſake 
with labour hard exceed, 
Mortall fame he purchaſeth 
for this his manfull deed. 


How lamentableis ittherforefor youth to be igno- 
rant,and defeat theyr mind of the ſtore-houſe of know. 
ledge,& lo iniuriouſly wrong themſclues in the way to 
blifle? for ignorance is fearfull,an inconſtant paſts, baſe 
and contemptible , and is ſoone ſeduced , becauſe it 
knowes not how to vſc that well it poſ[feth,but is raſh 
and headie, taking falſehood for truth, Vice for Yertse, 
notbeingableto diſtinguiſh one from the other , and 
by this deceitis carried intoerrours, omitting all g 
examples andhoneſt actions : forifthe carriage of wiſe 
and graue menbe notobſcrucd , themindeis clogged 
with ignorance , not onely notable codireRothersin 
any matter of doubt, but 15 forced to aske counſel! for 
himſelfe in cuery trifle. But a foole (ſaith Salowen) is 
wiſerin his owne conceit,then ſeuen wiſe men that can 


render a reaſon : and drinking ſo mauch the water of 


ſelfe-loue, doth getfiuuch nemnhisbraines, that 
managing his bulineſſe by his owne wit,draweth vpon 
himſclfe ſpeedie repentance. 


O how ſoone Vice creepes vpon theatfe&ions of 
youth in theſpring of their yeares , if idleneſlelipin : 
for being intangled in the netof libertie , doth chauke 
out to himſelfethe way to trace in, affeQting that which 
the multitudeſeemetoallow , be it neuer ſocontrarie 
to ſound judgement : andtherforethebeſt inheritance 
that fathers can leaue to their children, is good brin» 
ging vp , as a ſure ſtocketo liuconin oldeage: for to 

put 
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put wealth into the hands of youth before hee haue 
wiſedome toguideit, is as if hee ſhould ſet him ona 
oung coults backe that was neuer ſadled, needs muſt 
e dangeroully fall, hauing neither wit nor ſtrength to 
rule him as he ought - or as if hee ſhould puthis patri- 
monicintoaſhip, and make his ſonne Pilot, who for 
want of skill,needs muſt ſuffer ſhipwracke, And youth 
is no ſooner capable of reaſ6,butby idlenefle the mind 
is carried intoa multitude of vices, likea ſtanding pond 
that gathereth nothing but ſcumand filth. 
Thoſe parents therefore that put their children to 
be ſeruing-men, haue ſmall care of their education, for 
that they doo not onely miſpend the time , butlearne 


ſuch vicesascleauetaſttonature, noteafilytobe ſhaken , ... 
off, that many times theyare forced to vnlawfull ſhifts mans life an 


in youth, or begge their bread inage. And Gentlemen 
incumber their houſes with many vnqualified ſeruants, 


idlelife vnlcs 
he be imploy- 
edin ſome ofs 


which deuourand cate much, but getlictle, and vnder fice. 


pretence of ſeruice , donothing lefle then ſerue with- 
outall contradiction; it is nocharitie to foſter ſuch an 
I of ſeruants,with that which mightbet- 
ter be ſpent onthe blinde,lame,and poore people,then 
on ſuch which ſerue for nothing but to beautifie a 
houſe and piQture and fhewe forth their perſons, Ho- 
norand worſhip reſtethnotin keeping many ſeruants, 
or riding with a great troup, but in his owne vertue.For 
though wiſe men forcurteſie,and fooles for ſtmplicitie, 
doreuerenceand ſalutethem, yetarethey.no whitthe 
more honourable, vnleſſe theybeiud: temperate, affa- 
ble,nodeſt and hauec ſuch vertnous ies, & more 
rall conditions , asthat they may be vſed inthe Come 
mon-wealth,for theſcruiceoftheir Prince &countrey... 

S: 3 Many 
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 Manyidleperſonsdropoutof Gentlemens houſes, 
who with a frowne of their maiſter,areturned out of all 
preferment,notableto gettheir owneliuely-hood, but 
conſtrained through want to follow bad courles, & be. 
ingout of ſetuice,tall into offence of lawe,andare ma» 
ny times caten vp by Tyborne. | 

- Andyetſome heires of good poſſibilities, vnder co- 
lour of learning ciuilitie , humanitie , and ſome com- 
mendable qualities,are by their parents made Seruing. 
men , and their young wits ſo peſtered withvice , that 
they fildome proue good members inthe Common» 
wealth. . 
To conclude, euery one ought to betake himſelfe 
toſomehoneſtand ſeemely trade,and not ſuffer his ſen. 
ccs to bee mortified with idlenefſe : for whomthe di- 
uell findeth in that caſe, hee ſoonepoſleſſeth, imploy- 
inghimin ſomedamned worke , and wicked practiſe, 
andfor cuerdiſabling him to beyſed in matters of good 
conſequence. (05-2p"- Jobs 


Sarge igitur dauroque manu adſueſce labors, 
Det tibi djmen(0s craftina wt horacibos, 


Raiſe vptherefore thy lazic limbes, 
apply thy mindeto pain, - 

Both foode andcloath,andallthingelſe, 
with caſcthouſhaltattaine. 


Riotinganddrunkenneſſedoth both cormptthebo- 
dy.and pollutethe ſaule;and is ſuch an extreamemads 
neſle;, asit transformeth a man'intoa beaſt , ſauing in 
formeand portraiture , puttingour the lightof vnder- 

o ſtanding, 


—— 
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ſtanding, dulling the wits, breeding diſeaſes, hatching 
whoredoines, vncleannefle;quarels; ftrifes;&c, which 
254 chaine ,,draweth.onelinkeatteran other; yntill the 
linkeefwotll wretchednes makettchis death timerous 
and featfull by his leaud life: yet-notwithRanding fo or. 
dinarily practiſed in moſtplaces,as itis ſcarce noted as a 
fault... An cuilkcuſtomenor.ccantradicted;;is made cur- 
rant by long vſe.Butas theſchoole-men lay, Bonum quo 
commnins eo melizs : byhow much the more cemmon 
P oodneſleis, byfa much the moreis itprized, Soit 
Foldeth inthe oppoſition, the longer a beaſtly cuſtome 
is in vic, the moreodious and loathſomeiitis. This ca- 
cocthes, or illeyſtoine, vſurpeth fuchapriuiledge, and 
incroacheth fovypon thegood maners ofmen by com- 
ming inthe habit of honeſtie , that they are not aſha- 
medto hide thetr filthinefle with glorious titles, and 
neceſlariecolours,asa ſpurreto quicken the wit,and {er VP 
anedgeonabluntcapicitic, awhetſtoneto memgrie, j,0*penente' 
a breeder of loue,anenemicto melancholy, a chearing 
4 the minde, prompt the conceir, a readineſle to pro- 
nounce; and niany ſuch: youth thatarecaſily catched 
withtheſe baites, and taſtingthe ſweerneſſe of this ſin, 
arebymanhoodandafge ſo decpely.rooted;, that:they 
ratherſeekewnAuriſhanilleaftome;' then to fruſtrate 
ſo abhominablea practiſe ,-filling the body full of diſ- 
caſes' ; emptying the purſe of all:thrift , and cauſe 
then 40 Qlumble 'on:theyr graues. before olde age 
GOMIE31.302771010 an go nth tg CONE ov OE io 
Neither can theſeallegations imputed tothis vice, 
 excuſethedigerouseffeds which proceed of hermon- 
ſtrousdeformitie;- For as the Pactsallude that Meduſ# 
could turne men.into.marble picttures;Cxceinro mm 
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ſo the exceffiue vie hereof altereth reaſon , vndeiſtan. 
ding, andallthe poores of the minde , and wrap vp 
many brutiſh'conditionsin a humane ſhape; forhe that 
15 ouerladen with fenſualitie, looſeth the vic of all thoſe 
graces and diuine faculties wherewithall a modeſt and 
{ober man is poſleſt. And as thoſe properties may holde 
in part, thatis, ſo long as moderation beareth ſway, ſo 
once falling into the more, itcan no longerſtand': for 
as one may ſharpen his knife with grinding, ſoby too 
much and often doing it, the edge and mertall may be 
quitegroundaway and made blunt;and therfore Ana- 
charſis, a great wine-bibber , who was choked with a 
huske of a grape, did notwithſtandin ___ this doc. 
trine: The firſt draught ſaith he, cheriſheth the bloud, 
the next comforteth the heart, but thethird inflameth 
wo intothe head,and breedes drunken. 
neſle. 
| He ſaid moreouer, thatthe vine bareth three maner 
of grapes, the firſtof pleaſure, the ſecondofdrunken. 
neſſe,and thethird of ſorrow. | 
_ _- Ohowfarredoth intemperance makea man differ 
from himfelfe , and forget rhe finall ende of his cteath- 
on, in procuringenemicsagainſthis owne happineſſe! 
O what lamentable Tragedies is by this ViceaRed a- 
mong wine-bibbing companions !' ' There bee cuils 
inough we bring withvs into the world , and we haue 
worke inough to holde warre with them , thoughiwe 
procureno more , which arealwayesa temptation to 
ourbeſtparts. * 2JI0; {7:1 ft 


Drunkenneſſeisnoinbrednorinherentfiane, but 


procured by cuſlomeand bad company, it corrupteth 
the ſoule,ſuckethour the iuiccofthe body , a 
= the 
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the beautie, dricth vp the finewes,and like a canker cor- 
rodeth and deuoureth vp all good motions, making 

| thatbody which ſhould bea holy temple , a habitacle 
anddwelling houſe forthe diucll : for being oucrladen 
with wine & gluttonie, the body is ſo much broke, that 
asa holy Fatherſaith , it isa wonderthat thoſe bodies 
made of earthandclay, become not myreand dyrt : it 
ſtirreth the mind to whoredome,for like twins they are 
neuera ſunder:Sine cereree+ baccho friget venus, without 
wine and belly-cheare laſt would be aflwaged, incapa- 
ble of conceit : for you ſhallneuerſeeadrunkard ſo wel 
aduiſcd to aske counſell, or with patience marke good 
documents, but cither fleereand laugh itout, or be fu- 
rious andquarelſome : and therefore Father Cato was 
wont to ſay , it wasloſtlabour to talke of Yertzeto the 
belly, for that it hathno cares to heare , becauſe their 
looſe life maketh religion loathſometotheir cares. This | 
wine-waſhing licour giueth ſuch ſcopeandlibertieto : 
the tongue, as itrowleth vpand downe reſtleſſe , an- 
noyingthe whole world with vaneceſlarie prattle, run. 
ning intoall degrees, cenſuring all men, and laying out 
that openly,which modeſtie would conceale, powring 
it into the hoſeme of his pot-mate: fot the tongue of a 
drunken man, is the clozetof his heart; and that which 
aſober man thinketh, adrunkard ſpeaketh, Andas by a 
noiſe of crowes, one may gheſſe where carrion is, ſo a 
flocke of drunkards may be found by their words , be- 
ing ſo inflamed with the fume and ſtrength of the ly- 
cour, asit is impoſſible to keepeſilence, Therefore as 
Ciceroſaith,there need no racking to procure confefhon 
ofthe truth , for it may with more caſe be gotten by 
drunkenneſle. | 

T And 
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Andas Homer ſaith: , wine diſtrateth the wits of a 
wiſe man withyoluntary madneſle, and his-grauitie is 
vtterly quenched with indiſcretion. A drunken man's 
ſo prolixious and talkatiue, as he moleſteth all his hea» 
rers: if he be in company with a ſober man,he wearieth 
him with talke : if he come tothe ſicke, hegrieueth him 
more then his ſickneſle : if in aſhip among paſſengers, 
heannoyeth them more then the waues of theſea : ſo 
that wherſocuer he commeth,he is troublous and irke- 
ſome. 

It wereone of Herculus labours to deſcribe their (e- 
ucrall humours, ſome apt toquarell, if but croſt witha 
word,and notpledgedas he would be,&readieto ſtab, 
and make worke forthe Conſtable : an other throwes 
the potabout the houſe, breakes the glaſſe windowes 
with his dagger,and calles his hoſtiſe whore : ſome full 
of Apiſh tricks and toyes, ſing, hollow,whoope,ſweare, 
and {wagger, withſuch confuſed diforder, 'thataſober 
man comming amongſtthem, would 'verily thinke hee 
were in hell,carowſing healths on theirknees,at which 
ercatſnuffe istaken', 1f notduly pledged; andſogreat 
indignitic oftcred, as manytimesthefieldischalkenged, 
where thediuets champions trietheirvalour, whictito 
ſomeis vntimely warnitig. Soinelike ſwine, wallow 
inthcirownefilth , and forced todiſgorgeand caſt 
the ſuperfluitic and excefle , which calleth for ven- 


geancetrom heauen., for ſo monſtrouſly abuſing the 


good creatures of God, 
And though a drunkard recouer himſelfe againe, 
yer the efteR doth ſtill remaine , leauing ſuchaſlyme 
chinde, as defileth both body and ſoule : yet not a 
tewe arerocked afleepe in this brutiſh deſire :-but © 
| beaſtly 
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beaſtly and ſinful defire,to circumſcribe a mans chicfeſt 
| geod within the compaſſe of his belly, and deſtroy all 
thoſe good parts that inhabitabout the ſoule , and ſuf- 
fer the baſeſt part of the body to ouercome the fiue 
wits, What a madnefleis this, cuſtomegetting vicorie 
by little and little, — ſo much with ſome, that 
they becomeremedileſſe,and hauenot only the mappe 
| of drunkenneſle drawne on their viſage by continuall 
vie, butthe whole man polluted withthe effentiallpro- 
perties thereof. Oh how adious is this vice to God and 
ood men ? -and how dooth it putrifie and contami- 
| nate body and ſoule , and yet how plentifully doth it 
raigne in moſt places without ſuppreſſion? for now all 
good fellowſhip is in drinking, and hee is a flincher 
that will not take his licour , and be drunke for com- 
anie. 
, This riſeth from ſufferance and too much. lenitie : 
for if drunkenneſle be but a May-game, and hee ac- 
counted no good fellow vnleſſe heebe a perfet drun- Oe 
n kard,no-maruecllif itbe fomuch practiſed. But the ſur- much drun- 
pluſage of Ale-houſes, eſpecially thoſe thatare kept by keunc!le. 
vnconſcionableand irreligious perſons, who make no 
ſcruple to open their doores to cuerie drunken mate, 
is no (mallmeanes to multiply a ſwarme of monſters in 
the Common-wealth. 
Is it not lamentable that a poore man who hath 
nothing to keepe his charge but his ſore labour , ſpen« 
F deth all hee canrapand rend in drunkennefſeand ryo- 
| ting,and his wife & children want that which he leaud-. 
HF ly waſteth,and whereisthe cauſe but in ſuch baſe min- 
| ded people , that for greedineſfle of filthy lucre doo 


ſuffer them to drinke out theyr eyes, and ſweare 
| T-Þ out 
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out their hearts ſo they may gaine : but let them be af- 
ſured that hell mouth gapes to ſwallow vp ſuch greedie 
accurſed monſters , valeſſethey turne with ſpeedie re- 
pentance, | | | 
It is now grownean exerciſe anda game ofaQiui« 
tic,to ſwilland quaffe much, and he that drinketh moſt 
winneth the prize, whereof hee isasproud,as if he had 
carried an oxe with Milo at the Olympian games. 
. And by yourleaue, drunkenneſle is too grofleaterme, 
and deſerueth the ſtabbe, Foralthdughallthoſe fine 
rermes and prittie Epithites , which are giuen to that 


ſinne,import as much, yet (forſoothe) it muſt be coue.. - 


red with many ſportiue denominations;otherwiſe you 
ſhall incurreno ſmall diſpleaſure , and bring yourlelfe 
into a drunken danger. But let them blinde it ſolong as 
they can with neuerſo many faire attributes, yer ſobrie- 
tic and reaſon will ynmaskeand ſay them open,totheir 
vtter obliquic : and thoughithey frame this naked ex- 
cuſe , which they alledgeasapooreſhifttofaue theyr 
credit, that they arenotdrunkeſolongas they knowe 
what they doo, can goe, ſtand, holdtheir firſt man, and 
keepeaiuſt reckeningoftheir pottes. Buthe thatdrin- 
keth more then will content the wantofnature , and 
falleth into the exceſle,though hisbraine be ſo well fet= 
led as he is not by and by bereft of reaſon, yet he defer. 
_ no other epithite then a bowſie beaſtly drun- 
rd. 

And when by coaction one ſhall be vrged cither 
being notathirſt, orhisappetitenot mouing, the one 
oftendeth in offering,the other in taking : and hence it 


is ſo great ſtrife and quarelling ariſcth , and ſo many. 


frayesand field-meetings growe, 
wy Drinking 
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Drinking one:to an other(accordingas1Tetonceiue) 
is no other buta participation of louc,anda kinde com- _, Fe 
munication, as whena manſaith, Syr, 1drinketo you g.iains one 
with allmyheart this cnpaf wine ; beingas muchas it to an other. 
he ſhouldſay, alltheftrength and good this wine ſhall 
miniſter to my body, amreadic to ſpend it in your ſer- 
uice, which being gratefully requited by the other, is 
full of — ; 

Many noyſome detrafting cuils lye hid in the bo- 
ſome.of + drenkite. are3y ry Go vpon.cuery rouge 
occaſion, inſomuchaghe can neuer beat peace , but teaſts, breakes 
one torment ſucceedeth an other ; whichas cating yul- 2*20nds of 
cers or fores, byteand gnawe continually, neuer ſuffe- Some are ne: 


ring tMy.or mindto hauc one houres reſpite for intol- ver vellbur 
lerableanguiſh. . - R659] | bhione 


Thebody I ay, is ſubie@ to ſomuch peſtilence and por,andſo are 


rottenneſle, as cannotin fewe words be expreſſed, the 4c drunke 


faceblowte,puft vp,and ftuftwith the flockes of ſtrong by accident 


beerei: the noſeſo ſctout withpearles & diamonds,that 
by therefleting beames whichthey caſtfrs ſoglorious 
antiquitie,the bye-ſtanders may ſee to walk as byaligh- 
ted tapor : and the whole body ſo impaired and ſhaken Thur doth 


with goutes, ſciaticacs, panges, palſies, lexies,6&c, God purſue 


that for the moſt _ ye vader the Phiſttions hand: _ = 


who thoughthey live; yerſuchlife isa liuirigideath, for ſome the gal- 
Medice vinere eft miſert vinere.” And being thus ſurferted lovsknitsvp, 
live difconſolate, andhaſten their owne deſtrutionby yours,hepor. 
caſting themſclues headlong into the-bottome of end- marblcs,&c, 
lefle wretchednefſe. Forthe cexcellencic ofreaſon be. 
ing thruſtforthofhercabbinby wine.waſhing exceſle, 
they incidently fall into woe and miſcrie, 

Lo: being TS." inceſt with his daugh-- 

ns ects... 
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ters. Noah was mocked ofhisfonnes. Holofernes had his 
head cut off by a poore woman : foritis an cafie thing 
for the diuel to accompliſh his will, ifthe mind be bent 
toſurfetring:For this-isthar poyſoned fountaine out of 
which floweth ſo many maladies, greeuons &long dil- 
caſes, impoſtumations,inflamations, obſtruQions,ven- 
toſities,and whatnot, whereby the mildneſſe of nature 
ts diſturbed. 
_ -  Andthereforeoneof the Sapes being asked why he 
refuſed a cup of wine when it was.offered him, becauſe 
(quoth hee) 1 takeit to be poyſon : for this other day 
when I was inuited to a Feaſt , I ſawe that euerie one 
that drunke of it, ſoone after decayed, both in minde 
and bodie, hauing.loſt-both-reaſon and:vſeWtheyr 
limbes : andas the Poet faith, Yin forma perit,uins cor- 
rumpunr tas. | ST OETL 
But theſe ſtraunge events happen not ſimplyinre- 
ſpet ofthe wine it ſelfe, being init ownenaturegood, 
-(for ifitbe nioderately taken it comfortethrthebodie, 
and cherifheth theminde, ftrengtheneth:the ſinewes, 
and helpeth the eyes : and that was the cauſe Saint Paul 
counſelled Tymorhie to drinke alittle Wine) bur only 
andaltogetherin the intemperateand immeaſurable v= 
ws isitlikewiſe in meates,when one doth gurman- 
dize and feede vpon diuerfitic and diſguiſed diſhes of 
manifolde operations. Many accidences ariſe and dife 
_ eaſes growe, and this is by reaſon of the:contrarietie 
and different natures of thoſe meates, and inthe ſu. 
perfluitieandaboundanceastheprouerbeſaith, much 
meate much maladie : whereas inſ{impleand vniforme 
kindes , delight neuer exceedes the appetite : y 
e 


* 
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he that feedeth but of one diſh, liueth longer, and is 
more healthfull then thoſe accidentall dieters &quea» 
fie tomackes thatglutte themſclues with eueric kinde 
artificially compounded, ſometime of caſic digeſtion, 
then of harde digeſtion, that many times before one 
can be concogted, theother putrificth in theſtomacke, 
and this is verie familiar in common knowledge, that 
the ploughman that liues by curdes, bread and cheeſe, 
and ſuch homely. fare, workes harde all the day, and 
lyeth vacaſie at night, is more ſounder, healthful- 
ler, and more free of malladics then thoſe fine; nice, 
and curious dyecters,, i; .::. 

Now. when the:bodie is thus miſdieted by ſurfet- 
ting and drunkenneſle, it is not. only fubiedro diſea- 
{cs,and afflited with torments and inctirablelaments, 
whereby it becommeth vnweildie8 vnfitforany vertu- 
ous exerciſe,-:but alſo draweth the horrorand indge- 
ments of God'yppon:; bath bodice and-ſqule, : How 
ought men thercfore-to liueſoberly and chaftely,and 
ſtoppe the abuſe of ſuch abhominable Epicuriſme : 
and as wiſe Cato:ſaicth, Eate-to line, and not liue to 
cate, like the Epicure, that putteth all bis felicitic in Bac- 
chus his belly-cheare. "BF | 

By this thequicke conceitof the ſpiritisdalled and 
made impregnable, the gloriaus ſun-(hine of Yertue 
eclipſed, andall good miotions quite extinguiſhed,that 
aman cannot be faide to be a man, but the. trunke or 
cakaſſe of a-man, wherein an infernall ſpirit in ſtead 
of a ſoule doth inhabite, 1 + 

Heereby hee becommeth raſh-headed and vnad- 
niſed; dooing that in haſte, whereof he repenteth at - 


To giue wine 
ro youth, is 
olinm 1911 


adaere. 


Vinum et 
quaſi reme - 
dium aduer- 
fres duritiem 
(eneflutts. 
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As Alexander , who inhis drunken neſſe would ley 
his deareſt friends,and being ſober, wouldbe readic to 
kill himſelfe for anger : andall thoſe noble vertues and 
princely qualities wherewith he was endued , were all 


defaced by the intollerable delight he had indrinking, 


The famous Citie Perſepolz in adrunken humour was 
burned to aſhes, whichwas no ſooner deuiſed by T hays 
the harlot,but was executed with great celcritie:but re. 
courringon wits, repented his folly: for with this ſpirit 
isadrunken man alwaies poſſeſt to attempt things raſh- 


ly,to deſpiſe good counſel,tovndertake =o exployts, 
,diſobedient, 


but neuer with mature deliberatio,vnru 
and violating the lawes both of God and man:andlaſt= 
ly,with thefooliſh Troians,( ſcroſapimnt phriges) be wiſe 
when itis too late, Ifthis Hidrs infuſe her venome into 
thetendernesof youth As mom cruſhed —_— _ 
it begins to peepe,by killing the ferpentin theegge,but 
yn . - ripe 5 it difillerh into I 
andpulles downethe wholeframe of Yertue, whereby 
heis caſtdowne headlong from a high promentarie,in- 
to a deepe vgly dungeon : it weakeneth the nature,and 
maketh them fooles and meacockes, not fit forany.im- 
ployment. [3 

- And therefore the Spartans and: Lacedemonians 
at their great feſtiuals, would ſhewe vnto their children 
drunkE men,that by ſeeing their beaſtlines they might 
ſhun thelike practiſe. : 

Tewasapreatſhame among the Athenians , for a 
young manto haunt tauernesor common tap-houlſes: 


in ſo mich as on a time when ayourh beeinginata- . 


uerne, and ſeeing Diogenes cometowards him, ſhifted 
intoanother roome for feare he ſhould ſee him. Na 
quo 
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quoth he, ſlay young man, themoreyou goein that 
waythe further you goe intothe Tauerne; If Diogenes 
or Polemon lived in theſe daies, they ſhould haue worke 
inough toſweepe you outof Tauernesand Ale-hou- 
ſes,being now traded vpin it,as in an occupation. 

If weſcea man _——_ the Philttions houſe, 
weby and by ſuſpeQhis health , and ſuppoſeheis not 
ywell,his body out of temper, and ſome infirmitie brec- 
ding : ſo when wee behold one often to repaire to ſuch 
places of ill note, we may cenſure him, and ſafely con- 
clude his wits are diſtrafted, and daungerouſly infec. 
ted with Opprobrium medicorum, 

 Natrthelefle, leaud company is the ouerthrow of 
many good wits, which otherwiſe be ingenious, and of 
aliuely promptitudeto Yertue, getting ſuch vicesin an 
houre,as tarrieth with the many dayes:forbad compa» 
ny isasaſtenchaboutaman that annoyeth the ſence, 
Andascleare chriſtall water is corrupted if it fall into a 
aſtinking puddle , ſo-a vertuous mindeis ſtained with 
theleaud vices of looſeliuers : and therforeno man can 
be freedofthe effeR, tillhe ſhun the cauſe: for conuer- 
ſing with naughtiepeople, the good diſpoſition is ſoo- 
ner infected with their euillmaners,then the bad refor- 
med with their good conditions, Foras by a contagi® 
ousayre theſoundeſt bodiesare ſooneſt infected,ſothe 
tender and greene capacitie is ſoone violently carried 
away into vctpmcntiek: For asitis impoſhbleto 


holdethe handin the fire, and notbe burnt, ſocan hee 

nocholdFeoogſbip with bad companie , buthee muſt 

needs bethewarle. | | 

_. Every: creature keepeth-a due courſe and order : 
the.Sunne like a ramping boon, runneth about _ 

* xe] | | wo 
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Smt ſeptem World with a ſwift reuoJution : the Moone knoweth 
felis, mba. herfſitting downeandrifing vp: the Pliaderkeepetheir 


7mer0 FAWYO. 
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tion Pro Marcello dooth. well remember, ms 


ſtations : the Starresgoe their circuit: the earth,the ſea, 
and cueric creature keepe theyr time, onely man is 
outofframe andtemper too, and euerie part disioyn- 
ted, the naturall impediment is the verie bane and 
putrifation of the foule. 'O how hard is it then to 
pull out thoſe weedes within, which like rebels hold 
a continuall warre againſt all good' motions: agrea- 
ter victorie is it therefore to ouercome a mans owne 
ſelfe, then to conquerea citie: for he that vanquiſheth 
an enemie, maſtereth but fleſh and blqud, burke: that 
can humble his pride and rule his paffions, M&com- 
meth the diuell : the one is buttheſonne bf man, the 
the other theſonneof God, © "N 

Daxid could cutoffthe headof Goliah, yet was not 
able to rame his owne affeRions. | 

Sampſon could flaie the Philiſtines witha iaw-bone, 
and yet was made aſlaue to Dalilath, 

In like manner the Poets aſcribeto Hercules man 
incredulous labors,as in killing the ſnake of Learn, mat. 


 fteringthe wildebullof Aramanthus, clenſing Domedes 


ſtables;killing the Centaures, and ſuch toilſome works, 
rhathis raske-miſtreſle 7#0 was faineto cric out, ws >. 
dby 


ſa ſumiubendo, and yet for all this was conquere 


laſt, and made ſpinne on a rocke by 0hila, with 
womens garments, ON 

So that by this we may ſce, that it is more diff: 
cill to quench the raging luſt of concupiſcence, , and 
chaſe away the corruption of nature, thento do theſe 
wonderfull Iabours, Which thing Cicero in his Ora» 


w—_——_ 
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the Emperour : O C2ſar (faith hee) thou haſt ſubdued 
kingdomes, ſubicfted nations, tamed the Barbarians, 
_ brought them vnder the Romaine yoake, and by 
thy matchleſſe and heroicall ſpirit, haſt made the Ca- 
pitoll ring of thy glorious triumphes : yet notwithſtan- 
ding, to beatedowne ambition, to bridle furie, totem- 
periuſtice with mercie, tobe humble in maicſtic, an 
conquer the vnruly paſſion of theminde, hee that can 
do this, Noz ego euns cum ſummis viris comparo, ſed ſimilli« 
mum deo indico. Ido not onely compare him with the 
beſt men,butIthinke him rathera God. | 

By this itis manifeſt, that this Annarchie, this rebel- 
lionthat isin nature , cannot ſo caſily beebridled and 
kept from ruſhing into diſorder , but by execution of 
lawes : and tothisendeis the Magiſtrateſetvp, andthe 
ſword of Iuſtice held out, totamethe vnrulineſſeofna- 
ture. | 

Now therefore the whole felicitie of man ſtan- 
deth in temperance , and in quelling thoſe boyling 
luſts that ſet themſclues againſt the noblenefle of Yer. 
tHe, : 

Epidtetus giueth two rules,to beare, and forbeare; by 
the firſt; patiently to beare aduerſitic,and the bitterneſle 
of Fortune : bythe ſecond to flye concupiſcence, and 
abſtaine from the will of the fleſh; and theſe are therwo 

athes leading toYertue. Toconclude, there is no true 
10y without Yertae,this is perfet honour & true nobili- 
tie:ſhe offereth her ſelf freely to euery man,ſhe denieth 
none, hut is openaridreadytoallthat will ſeeke her,and 
doth-neither require houſe;, land, orworldly wealth, 
but is-content with a-pobre naked: man :. and there- 
fore ſecing that all is vaine _ her , it is a ſhame 
2 to 
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to defire glory byriches or birth,and not rather deſerve | 
it by his owne vertue, For he that is therewith poſleſt, is 

famous in earth,glorious inthe graue,and immortal in 
heauen,according to the Poct: 


Omnia roſcidule quecung, ſub orbe Diane f / 
V tuunt,ſunt fatis imeritura ſus | | 
Virtas ſola,nori dinvorum munere ne(cit, 
Camq; ſur mnſa vatibus vſque manent. | 


All things that vnder Dzazs ſphere doth liue, k 
or draweth breath, | | 
| TofarallchaungeareſubieR ſure, | 
andyntogreifly death : | 
But Yert#eoncly with the gods remains 
immorrtall aye, | 
Where her religious followers 
do liuc in happieſtaye. | 


By Fertuethe famous Camilli, Faby, & Scipiones, are 4 
mounted vpaboueall earthly weakneſle, 8&a memorie 
of their noble vertues comeded to poſteritie. Forthere 

is nothing in this world of fo great price , and which 

cauſeth more to augment, then the trade of good man- 
ners, Forbythis meanes,notonely fathers of families | 
haue takena domeſticke forme of regiment in theyr | 
houſes, by good order keeping, buralſo Kingdomes, | 
Common-wealthes,and publique affaires,doo hereby | 
flouriſh,andare happily maintained. Andfor thiscauſe 

I have willingly aduentured& ro moyc-and flirre the | 
mind thereynto,andthat with azealous affeRion. And 

althoughT hauetakenvpon mee a thing very vnfit for 


wy ) 
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my rude and [mall vnderſtanding , yetTI doubtnot but 
the honeſt and vertuous will gratifie and approue this 
my {mple endeuour : eſpecially becauſe they more 
elteeme the preciouſneſſe of Yertue, then the pompious 
plorieof Vice: wherein they obſeruethe counſellof the 
wiſe Heathen, who wiſheth that no man ſhould deſpiſe 
the ſimple labor ofan other man,eſpecially if he ſpeake 
good words, andgiueno offence to the weake. And 


_ this was Platoes diuine inſtitution amongſt many other 
- ſoueraigne decrees, that it isneedfullin euery Com. 


mon-wealth to preſcribe-and giue order thatitbenot 
permitted to any man to publiſh any thing hee hath 
compoſed, except it be firſt peruſed andallowed by in- 
different Iudgestherevnto aſſigned. Ifthis iniuntion 
wereduly obſcrued,fo many leaud bookes,vaine pam- 
phlets, and (currillous ditties would not ſo cafily paſle, 
neitherwould idle wits bend themſclues to write, For 
now through theabundanceofnaughtic bookes, wee 
are greatly endamaged, forby learning the ſound doc- 
trine ofgood men , the baſeſt and blindeſt manner of 
writers1s moſt-whatapproned, From this ſpring or 
fountaine is riſen this mortall and monſtrous infection 
before.noted. 
. Neitheristhisall , forthere isanaturall rebellion, 
whichlike a ſore rannech ouer the whole body: ſo that 
the ground ofthe heart be notfaflowed and plough- 
ed vp, and good {cede fownetherein, the happineſſe 
and felicitic ofman is choked hith weedes, andpoylo. 
ned with Hemplocke , iniquitic hath gotcon the vpper 
hand ſofarre , that ifwe looke intothe monſtrouſneſle 
of ſfinne inthis age , we may ſce every abhomination 
fport itſelfe,asthough — no God. ——_ 
3: ncſle: 
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neſle is good-fellowſhip. Whoredomeand adulterie, 
youthfull prankes:Swearing,the fire of manhood: Hy- 
pocriſie,deceit and couſonage,a common practiſe, In 
a word, there be too many whores, too many knaues, 
too many brothel- houſes, too little labour, roo much 
idleneſſe,too many Ale-houles,toolitleloue,too much 
hate, toolittle deuotion, and too much hard-hearted 
Chriſtianitie, ButTſpeake not this toderogate ought 
from the diligence of any. Neuertheleſle, itweretobe 
wiſhed, thatmore care were had to execute Iuſtice on 
ſuch gricuous malefaQors. If I have done well to note 
_ is amiſle,thou ſhalt doo much better to mend the 
abuſe. | 

Or f it be illandof little worth, 

If thou eaxſt do better, I pray ſet it forth. 


Finally,the conſideration of theſe abuſes beforena. 
med,ought to ſtirrevp both ſuperiour magiſtrates, and 
inferiour officers,toaduancePertae, and reforme Vice: 
becauſeas the one begetteth moft heauenly things in 
this earthly world :'{o is the other the ouerthrowe of all 
happineſle,both here and in thelife to come. The Mi- 
 niſter ofthe word therefore is not exempt from this la- 
bour,. foras he is the Phiſition of the ſoule, ſoishee to 
watch ouer theſickepatient ; not ſo muctrto ftendere 
fame & corpori,as to negligere ſalutemeccleſietobeoldein 
yeares, and young in knowledge : to couettoberich in 
purſe,and poore incharitie:to purchaſe pleaſures, build 
great houſes , and ſhewenoftuites by theſcquelland 
cuent thatthey worthily enioy their dignities:asmany 


do in thisage thatſtand in afpiritual place,are notwith. 


ſtanding meere temporallmen , and fo rootedinthe 


fleſh, - 


Pertues Common-wealth. 


fleſh, as they yeeld no fruites atall of the ſpirit: but the; 
" oughtfor care, conſcience, andinagodly zeale, hol- 
{ ding ſacredplaces, tolabour earneſtly and officiouſly, 
to ſuppreſle thoſe horrible cuils that are ſo vſuall and 
wg commonly praiſed ; that by this, finne and wicked» 
| neſſe may be aboliſhed, the true ſeruiceof God 

maintained, tohis owneglory, the good of 
his Church,and the happy and peace- 
able gouern.nent ofthis hono- 

L -| j s rable Citie. 


KF I N 1TS. 


The faulcs eſcaped inthe printing, Ipray thee fri Reader corre® _. 
with chy pen; for by reaſon of ſome earneſt buſinefle, Ihauc nor ſonar- - «+, 
rowly looked to them as 1 would haue done, _ 


